
Revelation

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:9-12


9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the 
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 
ever! Amen.” 


“Here the promised multitude is gathered from all nations; the hope of the gospel 
has touched all people.”—Keener.  

- Verse 9-10:


• After seeing the 144,000, John now sees a great multitude that is “from every 
nation, from all tribes and people and languages.”—Rev. 5:9, 11:9, 13:7, 14:6.  
This points to God’s promise to Abraham—Gen. 15:5&32:12.  But this also reveals 
to us that no one is missing that was supposed to be.  Akin reported as of 2014, 
“Of the 11,243 people groups in the world, each is present and represented. Of the 
3,056 people groups currently unengaged, each is represented (IMB, Mar. 7, 
2014).”  


• What we can take from this is that the gospel will go out to all the nations of the 
world, all the people groups, and we must be doing our part to bring the gospel to 
the lost.  ““Every nation” continues the stress in the book on the universal mission 
of the church to the “nations” (10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15; 21:24, 26) and 
probably recapitulates the OT stress on the procession of the nations to God (Isa. 
11:10; 66:18–21).”—Osborne.  
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- We are given 4 bits of information about this great multitude that no one could 

number: 


• We know their location:  “They stand before the throne  (of God) and before 
the Lamb. Now the question of 6:17 is answered as to who can stand. It is the 
redeemed!”—Akin.  


- We must take note that it does not just say that they were standing before 
God.  The passage reveals to us that they were standing before God on the 
throne and the Lamb.  Jesus is in connection to God the Father.  


- “By being placed “before the throne,” the believers are given a place of 
honor as they receive their reward for faithfulness. In fact, this is the first 
time anyone other than a celestial being has appeared before the throne in 
this book. Moreover, once more, we see the unity between God on his 
throne and the Lamb, as they function together.”—Osborne.   


• We know their clothing:  “They are clothed permanently in white robes of 
victory and purity; they stand before God in the imputed, perfect 
righteousness of the Lamb (7:14).”—Akin. 


- We have looked at white clothing several times in our study so far but 
Morris will give us a reminder about the white clothing, “That they are white 
probably points us to justification. The saved stand before God perfect in 
the righteousness which Christ supplies.”  We know that white is the color 
of victory as well.  


- “Verse 14 specifically says that the robes are white by virtue of being 
washed in the blood of the Lamb.”—Mounce.  “In keeping with the “white 
robes” given to the overcomers in 3:4–5 and those given to the martyrs in 
6:11, these victorious Christians.”—Mounce.  


• We know what they are holding: “They have palm branches of joy, celebration, 
celebration, and praise.”—Akin. 


- The palm branches were symbolic of triumph but it was not their triumph 
that they were celebrating with the palm branches.  “It was not their death 
but Christ’s that won the triumph. Victory came through his saving work so 
that it is he who provides the white robe. For people confronted with tyrants 
who put their trust in sword and bow, it is good to be reminded that final 
triumph comes through quiet trust in Christ.”—Morris.  Instead of carrying 
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swords and bows they carried palm branches in celebration of Christ’s 
victory.  


- “The palm branches are appropriate in this scene of festive joy. Those who 
went out to meet Jesus as he rode toward Jerusalem on the day of the 
triumphal entry carried palm branches and cried out “Hosanna!” “Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord” (John 12:13).”—Mounce


• Osborne speaks about the relationship between Jesus’ triumphal entry 
and this moment here in Revelation: “The contexts are similar, for the 
crowds then thought Jesus a conquering king, and here the imagery is 
also a celebration of victory (symbolized by a palm branch for both Jews 
and Gentiles).”—Osborne.   


• We know what they are crying out: “They are crying out (continually) in a loud 
voice (see 7:2), “Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!” Deliverance from sin and victory over Satan are ours 
because of the Father on the throne and the Son (Lamb) at His side.”—Akin.  


- “This salvation is more than their victorious passage through hardship and 
suffering. It is deliverance from everything that stands over against the 
blessedness portrayed in vv. 15–17. It is salvation from sin and all its dire 
consequences.”—Mounce.  This multitude is acknowledging the saving, 
sovereign God’s work accomplished through the Lamb. 


- The content of the crying out is: “This then is the celebration of the victory 
achieved by God over his enemies as well as the deliverance of his sealed 
followers.” 
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