
Revelation 

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:4-8

4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four 
thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 5 From the tribe of Judah, 
twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the 
tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 7 
from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, 
from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, 
twelve thousand were sealed. 
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Revelation 

- Verse 5-8:

• As we dive into the list of the 12 tribes we need to understand that the way the list 

is given, has irregularities in it.  “The detailed of the twelve trees as well as the 
symbolism of the number emphasizes the idea of completeness.”—Mounce.  
Morris writes, “It is not really necessary to list the tribes, but doing this puts some 
emphasis on the inclusion of all God’s people.”  

- So the question must be asked, “what are the irregularities and what do these 

irregularities point us to?  

• Judah appears first, Levi is included, and Dan and Ephraim are not listed.  


- Throughout the Old Testament we see the tribes listed in 18-19 different 
ways.  “The sequence should not be surprising in that the tribes are listed in 
some eighteen different orders in the OT, none of which agrees with the 
order in Revelation.”—Mounce.  

• Akin gives these answers for why the arrangement is as it is:  


- “Judah is listed first because Messiah, our Lord Jesus, comes from 
Judah (see Gen. 49:9-10; Rev. 5:5). 


-  Levi, though not allotted a portion of land, is rightly involved in this 
sealing for security and service.  


- Ephraim is replaced by Joseph possibly because of its history of 
idolatry and its allying with the enemies of Judah (Isa. 7:2,5; Hos. 5:3).  


- Yet the inclusion of Joseph allows for the inclusion fo Ephraim but 
without the motion of his name.  


- Dan is omitted, replaced by Levi, because of its practice of gross 
idolatry.”  


• Morris concurs with Akin of his assessment of Dan and Judah by writing, 
“Dan was omitted because of its association with idolatry, or because the 
antichrist would be from this tribe……It must be significant that Judah 
comes first, for this is the royal tribe, the tribe from which came the 
Messiah, ‘the Lion of the tribe of Judah’ (5:5).”  

- Wait! What?  Did Jeremy just say antichrist would come from Dan?  

Irenaeus (2nd century pastor) tells of the Jewish tradition that the 
antichrist would come from the tribe of Dan.  Some will grab onto  Gen. 
49:17 and use it as evidence for their antichrist though.  


• Mounce is in agreement to why Judah is first as opposed to Reuben who 
was Jacob’s oldest son.  “The reason for this change is obvious.  Christ 
belonged to the tribe of Judah (Heb. 7:14; Gen. 49:10).  Giving this 
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Revelation 
priority to Judah would be perfectly natural for a Christian writer.”—
Mounce.  

- Mounce also comments on Dan being omitted but he adds, “whatever  

the precise reason for omitting Dan, the inclusion of Manasseh was 
undoubtedly to bring the total number back to twelve.”  


• Then, Osborne comes in and offer a totally different interpretation that 
what we have see thus far.  Osborne writes, “It has generally been 
recognized that the order follows the order of the patriarchs according to 
their mothers (with certain changes).”  Osborne goes on to say that the 
list specifically follows Gen. 35:23-26 and writes this, “The matriarchal 
order is: (1) Leah: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun; (2) 
Rachel: Joseph, Benjamin; (3) Zilpah: Gad, Asher; (4) Bilhah: Dan, 
Naphtali….Notes that the sons of the handmaid Zilpah are moved up in 
the list to indicate the incorporation of the Gentiles.”  

- Osborne supports Judah moving up because the Messiah comes from 

the tribe of Judah.  He also adds, “Especially if this list does constitute 
the army of the Messiah, this order would be natural, for the Messiah 
and his tribe would lead the other into battle.”  


- He also supports Dan being excluded because of idolatry as well.  
“When the tribe of Dan settled in Laish (Judg. 18), they took household 
gods, a carved image, and an idol and set thump in their new home 
(18:14-15 &18-21 &30-31).  In 1 Kings 12:25-30 Jeroboam set up 
golden calves in two places, Bethel and Dan.”  
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