
Revelation

Revelation 7 

Revelation 7:13-17


13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white 
robes, who are they, and where have they come from?”  14 I said to him, “My lord, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 
and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 
“For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night 
in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.  16 
“They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on 
them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe 
every tear from their eyes.” 

- Verse—16:


• In our world today we don’t have to worry so much about what we are going to eat 
and what we are going to drink.  When COVID was in full swing the thing that was 
the commodity that we were most concerned about was toilet paper.  It was not 
so much food and water.  We have become very accustomed to having regular 
sources of food and water in America today.  We even have programs in place to 
feed those that need food in America today.  Yes, there is a small percentage in 
America today that struggles to get food but it is nothing like the ancient world and  
nothing like 3rd world countries in our world today.   


- So John saying these things here in verse 16-17 would have been great comfort 
once again for struggling Christians in early church history days.  Mounce says 
this, “The eternal blessedness of the redeemed is pictured in phrases drawn for 
the most part from Isaiah’s description of the exiles returning from Babylon (Isa 
49:10).  The promise that they will neither hunger nor thirst would be especially 
meaningful in an ancient land where both were constant threats.”


- We see that there are 4 physical things that John confronts here.  


• We see the first and second being hunger and thirst.  Osborne wrote, “Hunger 
and thirst are often in the  OT  a sign of judgment upon Israel for turning 
against God ( Deut. 28:47–48 ; Lam. 4:4 ; 5:10 ; Isa. 8:21 ).”  God would cause 
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enemies to come to take over Israel so they will see the provision of God, the 
comfort of God, the provision of God, and the love of God in what He did 
provide before their judgment fell.  These moments of serving others not out 
of choice but obligation, of being hungry, of being thirty, and of lacking were 
moments that were to drive the people of God back to a spiritual dependency 
on God.  


• The third and forth physical thing that God comments on are the sun beating 
down on them nor the heat will beat down on them.  It is interesting that the 
inclusion of the sun beating down on them is included here in this passage.  
Why would this be included thinking about who John is writing to?—Ps. 
121:6.  Osborne wrote, “In the Mediterranean climate, the sun was an apt 
image for natural impediments.  In the Jewish world this was even more so, 
for the burning Sinai desert would certainly feature the “sun beating down” on 
them.


- The main point of verse 16 is to point out how God will end the physical 
suffering of His people in eternal paradise and they will not have to worry 
about it anymore.  Is. 49:10 is Isaiah’s understanding of Israel returning from 
the exile to Babylon.  I think it also points to the return from the exile that all 
humanity went through if being sojourners here on this earth.  


• The provision goes further than just physical privation.  “It points to that ultimate 
satisfaction of the soul’s deepest longing for spiritual wholeness. “Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,” said Jesus, “for they will be filled” 
(Matt 5:6).”—Mounce.  We learn that there is perfect physical provision in heaven 
but their is also perfect spiritual provision in heaven—Is. 55:1-3, Luke 6:21, Matt. 
5:6, John 6:35, John 4:14, John 7:37-38.   


- Verse 17:


• So in Rev. 5:4-6 we see Jesus as the Lamb who is the Lion.  Here we see that 
Jesus is also the Shepherd.  Morris wrote, “He is at the centre of the throne (i.e. 
closely related to God in royal state), and he will be their shepherd, a striking word 
to use of a lamb. It marks a complete reversal of roles. In this way John makes his 
point that Christ by his sacrifice of himself makes provision for the needs of his 
people.”  “There is incredible depth in the startling image of “the Lamb is their 
shepherd.” It is a reversal similar to Jesus the servant becoming Lord of all. In the  
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OT  Yahweh is called the “Shepherd of Israel” ( Gen. 48:15 49:24 ; Ps. 80:1).”—
Osborne.  


- Why is it important that we see Jesus in this duel role as Lamb and Shepherd?  
It is because Christ identifies with us.  He is like one of us, a lamb.  He became 
the slain Lamb for us—Rev. 5:6 so He could identify with us, lead us, and save 
us.  Now the Lion Lamb become the Shepherd of the lambs seated at the right 
hand of the God the Father—Ps. 110:1, Eph. 1:20, Heb. 1:3.  “It is not just the 
Messiah but the very God-man who shepherds the flock of God in eternity (see 
Mark 12:35–38, where Jesus said that as Lord, he was more than “the son of 
David”).”—Mounce. 


•  As broken creation we need a Shepherd and we will follow a shepherd no 
matter if we think we are or not.  What are shepherds that people follow in 
their lives?  


- Jesus is the good shepherd—John 10:11-18.  This was proclaimed long 
ago in the Old Testament—Ps. 23, Isa. 40:11, Exod. 15:13, Ps. 5:8, Ps. 68:7,  
Ps. 31:3, Isa. 56;8. Jer. 50:19, Micah 5:2-5, Zech. 10:8.  Jesus shepherding 
was promised in the New Testament too—Matt. 15:24, Heb. 13:20, 1 Peter 
5:4, 1 Peter 2:25, and Rev. 7:17.  


• “Elsewhere in Revelation, the shepherding activity of the Lamb is of a 
radically different sort. He is to rule (shepherd)49 the nations with an iron 
scepter (12:5; 19:15).”—Mounce.  


- So we see that God lead in the past, in the Old Testament, He lead 
throughout the New Testament time, He leads today, and He will lead in 
eternal paradise.  “As a fresh-water spring in a semiarid land would be 
to a shepherd and his thirsty flock, so will be the eternal presence of 
God to redeemed humanity in their longing for spiritual wholeness.”—
Mounce. 


• Lastly we see that “God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” The tears of suffering 
will be gone—Isa. 25:8.  “All earthly pain and sorrow will be removed forever by 
God (see also Isa. 35:10; 51:1; 65:19).”—Osborne.   
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