
Revelation

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:9-11


The Fifth Seal—Martyrs 

9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of God, and because of the 
testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “How long, O bLord, holy and true, will You refrain from judging and 
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  11 And there was given to 
each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a little 
while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were 
to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.  


- Verse 9:


- The scene shifts from those that were living on the earth to heaven and what is going 
on there.  The focus is what those that live on the earth has done to the saints.  “The 
issue of the justice of God (the judgment of God was the theme in the first four 
seals).”—Osborne.  


• Who are these souls?  When Paul is talking about the Christian life and how it 
should be lived, he specifically mentioned that those that live the Christian life right 
will be persecuted—2 Tim. 3:12.  “We see this truth lived out especially in those 
who are martyred for the Lamb, the Lord Jesus. Knowing we could find ourselves 
in this chosen company, what is the posture, the mind-set, we must adopt?”—
Akin.  “Jesus warned his followers to expect terrible persecution from councils, 
synagogues, and secular authorities and even betrayal from family members 
resulting in death ( Mark 13:9–13 ).”—Osborne.  


- “Because of the word”—John sees these under the altar and they are slain 
because they held true to the word of God.  “They did not compromise the truth 
of God’s Word even though it cost them their lives…..Faithfulness to God’s Word 
may involve sacrifice, but such sacrifice is a sweet aroma in the nostrils of our 
God.”—Akin.  


- “Because their testimony”—Their faith and faithfulness is what brought about 
their martyrdom.  They maintained their witness to Jesus no matter what the 
cost was.  They accepted the consequences of following Jesus.  What about 
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you?  Have you accepted the consequences of following Jesus?—2 Tim. 4:5, 2 
Tim. 2:3, Acts 9:16, Phil. 1:29, Matt. 10:38, Matt. 16:24, Mark 8:34, 2 Tim. 1:8, 1 
Peter 1:6, 1 Peter 3:14, John 15:18-25, Rom. 12:1, Phil. 2:17.  

• On December 2, 2014, the Christian Post carried a story titled, “Vicar of Baghdad: 

Four Iraqi Christian Kids Beheaded After Refusing to Convert to Islam, Telling ISIS 
Militants ‘No, We Love Jesus.’” That story contained the following:  “ISIS turned up 
and they said to the children, ‘You say the words that you will follow Muhammad.’ 
The children, all under 15, four of them, they said, ‘No, we love Yasua [Jesus]. We 
have always loved Yasua. We have always followed Yasua. Yasua has always been 
with us,’” White said. “[The Militants] said, ‘Say the words!’ [The Children] said, ‘No, 
we can’t do that.’ They chopped all their heads off.” (“Beheaded,” Dec. 2, 2014).


- Their testimony was part of the the testimony they had maintained but it was 
also the testimony of Jesus that they held to—Rev. 12:17, 20:4.  “Those who 
died, therefore, are those who gave their lives in faithfulness to God as revealed 
in and through Jesus Christ.”—Mounce.  


- Martyrs for Jesus appear in Revelation several different times—7:9-14, 13:15, 
18:24, 20:4.  But from Christ on throughout history we have see persistent 
hostility towards truly committed Christians.


• This place of slain soul seems to be a place of honor and safety in God’s 
presence.  “That the souls of the martyrs were “under the altar” is a way of 
saying that their untimely deaths on earth are from God’s perspective a 
sacrifice on the altar of heaven.”—Mounce.  


- Verse 10: 


• Adrian Rogers said, “God is never early and He is never late.  He is always right on 
time.”  Anyone who has been a Christian any amount of time know that this is true 
but often times when we are in the middle of the storm or in the middle of the 
battle it becomes hard to believe.  When things that happen that are unjust and 
suffering happens it becomes even harder to believe this.  


- What do we do when life in the storm or the battle gets so difficult that we start 
to doubt God’s timing?  


• Our nature and our culture surrounding us can make it difficult to wait and 
have patience.  With all the technology we have now we hardly ever have to 
wait for anything. So what can we do?  
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- First: embrace patience.  Patience is a spiritual fruit—Gal. 5:22, God tells us 

to wait patiently for Him—Ps. 37:7, God is good to those that wait for Him—
Lam. 3:25, and waiting on the Lord gives us strength—Isa. 40:31, Ps. 27:14.  


- Second, we need to trust God.  “In fact, our ability to wait on the Lord is 
largely related to how much we trust Him. When we trust in God with all of 
our heart, forgoing reliance on our own, often erroneous understanding of 
circumstances, He will indeed give us direction (Proverbs 3:5-6). “The 
LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts Him” (Psalm 32:10). To 
fully trust God, however, we need to know God. And the best way to know 
Him is through His Word. God’s divine energy is released in our lives 
through His inspired Word (1 Thessalonians 2:13). The work of God’s Word 
includes saving (Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 1:23), teaching and training (2 
Timothy 3:16-17), guiding (Psalm 119:105), protecting (Psalm 119:114,117), 
strengthening (Psalm 119:28), and making us wise (Psalm 119:97-100). If 
we study and meditate on His Word daily, His timing will also become clear 
to us.”—GotQuestion.org


- Lastly, God uses storms, battles, and races to strengthen out faith and to 
mature us—James 1:2-4.  


• God does hear our cries, we should cry out to God in those times 
revealing that we know that we can not do it on our own.  Once again 
reveal that we trust God and that we know that we are not self dependent 
but God dependent.  He will answer those cries in His perfect timing—Ps. 
34:19.  


• The martyred saints cried out to Jesus and asked how long.  This is the only 
prayer of supplication (asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly) in the 
book of Revelation.  “Here this is obviously the anguished cry of a soul in extremis, 
similar to the blood of Abel that “cried out” from the ground (Gen. 4:10).”—
Osborne.  


- It begins with a reverent address, “How long, O Lord, holy and true.”  This 
language follows the imprecatory (to invoke judgment, calamity or curse upon 
one’s enemies)—Ps. 6:3, 74:10, 79:5, 80:46, 90:13, 94:3, Hab. 1:2.  


• But why is this okay and right for the martyred saint to ask God for justice for 
their blood?  
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- Jesus asked God to forgive those that killed Him—Luke 23:34.  Stephen 

asked that God not hold against those putting him to death what they are 
doing to him—Acts 7:60.  


• Divine retribution is an Old Testament theme—Deut. 32:35, Ps. 64:7-9, 
79:10, 94:1-2, 94:23, Mal. 4:1-2, and it is a New Testament theme as well
—Luke 21:22,  Rom. 1:18, Rom. 12:19-20, Heb. 10:30.  


- Then moves to the plea, which is a plea for Justice.  “The prayer of these 
martyrs is heartfelt, sincere, and biblically grounded. They do not cry out for 
personal revenge or vengeance but for divine justice. Further, they trust all of 
this into the hands of our sovereign Master and Lord: “This is how I feel! I will 
leave the rest up to You, my God.”—Akin.  This sounds a lot like the prayer of 
Jesus in the garden—Luke 22:42.  


• “This request does not rise from a personal desire for revenge, but out of 
concern for the reputation of God.”—Mounce.  


- “They stand before the righteous judge presenting their case for judgment 
against their persecutors, much like Jesus, who “entrusted himself to the 
one who judges justly” (1 Pet. 2:23). In other words, this is not a low point 
for ethics but a high point for divine justice and for the centrality of the 
sovereignty of God in the life (and death) of the saints.”—Osborne.  


• Their plea does not get answered right away.  We will see that God pouring out His 
judgment is in response to the judgment that needs to be given but also in 
answering this prayer—Rev. 8:3-5. 


- Verse 11:


• God responds to the plea for judgment in 2 ways:  


- First: He gave them all a white robe.  “The “white robe” occurs five times in the 
book (6:11; 7:9, 13, 14; cf. 22:14) and refers to the long robe of rank similar to 
the “robe down to his feet” worn by Christ in 1:13, the “white” garments 
promised to the “worthy” faithful in Sardis in 3:4–5, and the “white” garments of 
the twenty-four elders in 4:4.”—Osborne.  


• White robes would point to purity, holiness, and victory as we have seen 
several different places in Revelation already.  Roloff wrote, ““The white robe 
is a symbol for the salvation granted to the faithful on the basis of Christ’s 
saving act and, for their communion with God, to be preserved in faithful 
obedience. . . . White is the color of end-time joy, but also of immaculate 
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purity.”  “The white robe symbolizes blessedness, dignity, honor, purity, 
victory, and most of all the imputed righteousness of Christ.”—Akin.  “The 
martyrs appeared to have been defeated by their enemies. Actually they had 
been given the victory by God.”—Morris.  


- Then they are were told to wait a while longer.  They were told to rest, be patient, 
and trust that God will do what is right and just—Gen. 18:25.  “God knows each 
one who is to be martyred, and will vindicate them all at the proper time, which 
will be soon”.”—Akin.  


• This does not mean that God does not care, but that He knows and cares.  
His justice will be done but it will be done in His time.  “He is working out his 
plan and in that plan there is a place for other martyrs. That plan will be 
neither hastened nor delayed.”—Morris.  


- “Throughout the book God is seen in process of bringing the world to an 
end in his own time yet promising that this time will be short. Satan “knows 
his time is short” (12:12), and the “delay” is over (10:6)……the emphasis is 
on divine sovereignty. God knows each one who is to be martyred and will 
vindicate them all at the proper time, which will soon come.”—Osborne.  


“Only one martyr, Antipas, is named in the book (2:13), but both John the Baptist (Mark 
6:14–29) and James the brother of John (Acts 12:1–2) were beheaded, as was Paul 
under Nero. Josephus tells of the stoning of James the Lord’s brother about A.D. 65 
( Ant. 20.9.1 §200), and Peter was also martyred (the tradition that he was crucified 
upside down cannot be proven) under Nero. While recent studies have shown that the 
popularly held notion of thousands of martyrs in the first hundred years of the church is 
a gross exaggeration, there were many (see the Martyrdom of Polycarp, written in the 
mid–second century).  Tacitus ( Annals 15.44) tells of hundreds of Christians fed to 
animals, crucified, and burned alive in the Neronian persecution. Here Christ is telling 
the believers that this persecution will continue until the appointed time.”—Osborne. 
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