
Revelation 

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:1-8

1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come.”  2 I looked, and behold, a 
white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, “Come.”  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to 
him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay 
one another; and a great sword was given to him.  5 When He broke the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a black horse; and 
he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard something like a voice 
in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the wine.”  7 
When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature saying, “Come.”  8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat 
on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was given 
to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with 
pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.  9 When the Lamb broke the fifth 
seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the 
word of God, and because of the testimony which they had maintained; 10 and they 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain 
from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 And there 
was given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a 
little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were 
to be killed even as they had been, would be completed also.


- Verse 7-8: 

• “The world is fatally flawed.  The pale horse of death with the grim reaper riding 

saddle is just around the corner with nothing less than a global agenda.”—Akin.  

- This passage reveals to us that death cannot act unless it is according to the 

divine plan.  This horse with its rider comes only by the request of Christ who 
opens the scroll.  This is why Jesus reminds us that the only one to fear is the 
one who is in control of death and life—Matt. 10:28.  


- This is a yellowish-green color which is the color of decomposing.  Here it points 
to the decomposing of corpse as this rider is death.  “While each of the 
preceding riders had an emblem (a bow, a sword, scales), Death needs no such 
sign.”—Morris.  


- The rider Death is followed close behind.  “Hades here is the evil companion of 
Death, and they are personified as malignant cosmic forces in this book (1:18, 
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6:8, 20:13 & 14)…..In the  LXX θάνατος ( thanatos , death) often translates the 
Hebrew word for “pestilence,” which fits the emphasis on “plague” in this fourth 
seal.”—Osborne.  So we can see a double meaning in this rider death as this 
rider was given the ability to kill with sword, famine, wild beasts, and pestilence.  

• “The imagery of “following behind” pictures Hades on foot gathering up the 

corpses left by Pestilence and Death as they struck victim after victim.”—
Osborne.  

- Death riders and claims bodies while Hades follows behind and claims 

souls.  Hades, if you remember from our study way back in Rev. 1:18, is 
similar to the Old Testament Sheol.  This is where the spirits of those who 
died—Acts 2:27 & 31.  It is not the place of torment but the place of waiting.  


- God gave this pair the authority to inflict suffering and death on humanity.  God 
allows them to exercise power over one fourth of the earth.  This is a limitation 
that God put on the destruction of life that the rider could inflict.  

• This is just like the 4 judgement that God sent on Jerusalem—Ezek. 14:21.  

But here see that it is not just Jerusalem but the whole world.  

- The “sword” sums up the interconnected first two seals; “famine” is the 

subject of the third; and “pestilence” sums up this fourth seal.”—Osborne.  
“Death by wild beasts would be expected in a land decimated by war and 
famine.”—Akin.  Those left after the conquest, wars, and famine are 
weakened by all of it and then plague weaken them even more.  Wild 
animals become bold when they see that their prey is weak.    

• “In 2011 the world reached 7 billion in population.  By 2044, the 

projection is 9 billion. Think about it. If the Lord were to come back today, 
in all too brief a time over 1.75 billion people will depart planet Earth not 
by rapture but by death.”—Akin.  That is more than the known deaths of 
all the wars of the last 200 years all put together.  


“Reviewing the various interpretations assigned to the Four Horsemen tends to rob the 
contemporary reader of the dramatic nature of the vision itself. It is good to place 
oneself back in one of the seven churches and listen to the visions as they are being 
read. Instead of discussing the probable significance of each of the four colored horses 
those first listeners would undoubtedly have recoiled in terror as war, bloodshed, 
famine, and death galloped furiously across the stage of their imagination. Visions at 
best are to be experienced rather than analyzed. Those who approach Revelation with 
a sympathetic imagination are most apt to understand its true meaning.”—Mounce. 
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