
Revelation

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:1-8


1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come.”  2 I looked, and behold, a 
white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, “Come.”  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to 
him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay 
one another; and a great sword was given to him.  5 When He broke the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a black 
horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard 
something like a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not 
damage the oil and the wine.”  7 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come.”  8 I looked, and behold, an ashen 
horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. 
Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with 
famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.


- Verse 5-6: 


• Verse 5:


- “War has a close companion, an ever present partner: famine.  Conquest, war 
famine: these three tend to show up at the same time together.”—Akin.  “The 
third and fourth seals describe the effects of war.”—Osborne.  


- So John looked and saw a black horse and the rider was holding scales.  This 
seems to be a weird thing to carry as a rider of one of these horses.  “It probably 
refers to the weighing of bread in a famine (grain would be measured by 
volume).”—Morris.  A couple different places during famine times we can read 
about bread being given or sold by weight—Ezk. 4:9-10, Lev. 26:26.   


• “The purpose of scales in the ancient world was to ensure justice (Prov. 
16:11)…..The emphasis here is almost certainly upon exorbitant prices caused 
by famine and the resultant rationing of the food supply.”—Osborne.  


- During war the army came to conquer and would get their food from the 
countryside and taking food by force.  This would leave the normal people 
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without and they would have to buy food along with everyone else if food 
could be found. 


• Black is associated with famine in Lamentations 5:10(KJV.  NASB uses hot 
which could also mean kindled).  Famine is the next logical consequence after 
conquest and internal war.  Food supplies would have been fought over, 
destroyed, and neglected for war.  Not to mention that those that would tend 
to food supplies would be in battle or killed in battle.  Black is also the color of 
mourning.  In verse 12 we will see that the sun will turn as “black as sackcloth 
made of hair,” and we know that sackcloth was used in mourning for loss or 
mourning for one’s behavior.  


- “Christ has released the black horse of famine and starvation, and no one 
and nothing can deter it.”—Akin.    


• Verse 6:


- “A voice from the center of the throne room announces famine prices for wheat 
and barley, and warns against hurting the oil and wine.”—Mounce.  God is still in 
control over the situation.  


• “Charles cites Herodotus and others to show that a choinix (1 and a half to 2 
pints) of wheat was the daily ration for a man (Matt. 20:2).  At this price the full 
day’s wage would be spent on one day’s ration.  A labourer would by barley 
rather than wheat and thus would have a little for his dependents.”—Morris.  


• “Barley was the poor man’s wheat, and it was normally fed to animals.  It was 
low in nutritional value and occasionally mixed with wheat to increase the 
feeing amount.  A denarius was basically a day’s wage.  In other words, a man 
will work all day for just enough wheat to sustain himself or enough barley to 
barely keep his family alive.  This means that inflation prices would be 10-16 
times above normal according to prices cited by Cicero for wheat sold in 
Sicily.”—Akin.  “The poor ate barley, while the wealthy ate wheat for the most 
part.”—Osborne. 


• The agreement about the wheat and barley among the commentators is not 
what we have when speaking about what it means to save the oil and wine.  


- “Some see the phrase as setting a limit on the deprivation caused by the 
horse of famine.  Other argue that oil and wine were the commodities of the 
wealthy.  ”—Akin.   
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- “1. Some think it has a social message…But that hardly fits the context, 

especially with the command “not to harm” coming from the throne itself. 
 2a.  Others moderate this and say that God is ensuring that the famine will 
not be too severe, because some staples (like oil and wine) will still be 
available. 
 2b.  Another form of this view states that the famine will be limited to just 
one season of the year (wheat and barley) and will not affect the other 
seasons.   
 3.  Still others interpret the oil and wine as sacramental (James 5:14) and 
see this means the believers will be protected from the famine.  However, 
that is reading a lot into this short statement. 
 4.  Another few take this historically of the terrible conditions at the siege of 
Jerusalem, when starvation prevailed but a group of rebels led by John 
Gischala stole the sacred oil and wine used for offerings from the inner 
temple and had a drinking party.   
 5.  The solution is probably to be seen in the historical background behind 
the imagery.  In a.d. 92 there was a grain shortage, and Domitian decreed 
that half the vineyards in the province be cut down in order to increase grain 
production.  This caused such a furor that he had to rescind the order.  
Cutting down vineyards would hurt production for years to come around 
make a famine even more severe.”—Osborne.    


- “This may be because the roots of the olive and the vine go deeper than 
those of grain crops so that they would not be so easily damaged in a 
difficult year.  Or it may mean that the necessities of life for the poor will be 
in short supply while the luxuries of the rich will not cease.”—Morris,  


• What can we know for sure in all of this?  God is judging the world and this is a 
warning for those that are still on the earth.  Akin wrote this, “Today we know that 
famine and hunger kill more people every year than AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis combined.  Some 805 million people in the world do not have enough 
food to lead a healthy active life.  That is about one in nine people on earth….Poor 
nutrition causes nearly half (45%) of death in children under five—3.1 million 
children each year.  One out of six children—roughly 100 million in developing 
countries—is underweight.  This is what hunger and famine are like today.  It will 
get much worse when the black horse rides.”  
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But I want us to think about the spiritual starvation that is going on in our world today 
as well.  We live in a time when the number of Christians (those that know the truth) are 
rapidly declining, churches are struggling to keep their doors open, and spiritual health 
is drastically diminished.  As of 2019, there were 328.2 million people living in America.  
There were, conservatively speaking, 22 million Christians in America.  That would be 
6.7% or 1 in every 15 people in America that are really truly Christ followers.  There are 
so many people out there spiritually starving.  So many people are spiritually 
malnourished.  What about you?  Are you spiritually fed?  Do you take in enough Jesus 
through out your days?  Let me ask you this:  what would your spiritual health look like 
if you gave it as much thought about physical eating, if you ate spiritually as much as 
you ate physically, and if cared as much about being spiritually fed as being physically 
fed?  Some of us in this zoom meeting are physically nourished but spiritually starving.  
If you are a believer, if you claim to be a Christian, a follower of Christ, then spiritual 
nourishment should be of utmost importance.  Paul, when in prison, asked Timothy for 
2 things:  a cloak—because he was cold and the scrolls so he could be spiritually 
nourished—2 Tim. 4:13.   
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