
Revelation

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:1-8


1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come.”  2 I looked, and behold, a 
white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, “Come.”  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and 
to him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men 
would slay one another; and a great sword was given to him.  5 When He broke the 
third seal, I heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a black 
horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard something 
like a voice in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the 
wine.”  7 When the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature saying, “Come.”  8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it 
had the name Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was given to them 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by 
the wild beasts of the earth.


- Verse 3-4: 


• We experience the same kind of opening where Christ opens the seal and one of 
the living creature says come.  Once again we must understand that Christ is in 
control of what is happening with this second horseman.  “The rider is allowed to 
do three things: take peace from the earth, cause people to kill each other, and use 
a sword to accomplish this body purpose”—Obsorne.    


• This horsemen went and took peace from the world.  “If the first seal suggested 
invasion from without, the second seal may refer to internal strife.”—Mounce.  


• The horseman has a sword.  This is the sword that the Roman soldiers would 
carry. This Roman sword, “that is a symbol of military might and of the power of 
life and death that the Romans reserved for themselves alone”—Osborne.  The 
sword that the rider is given is great because it can be used in battle but it also 
has the power to destroy in ways that humanity does not have the power to do.  


• “The color of the second horse is ‘fiery red’ and rightly depicts his mission of 
bloodshed and slaughter.”—Akin.  “This color appears again in 12:3, where it is the 
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color of the ‘great dragon,’ and there the significance is also the dragon’s hatred 
and murder fo the people of God”—Obsorne.    Humanities response to the 
removal of peace is war between peoples and nations.  “Assassination and civil 
unrest, riots in the streets, and rebellion against authority will run rampant.  No one 
will be safe.  One will live in constant fear of life not knowing whom to trust.”—
Akin.  “Rome was paranoid about civil war, and with good reason.  It had endured 
several, such as the one led by Sulla (88 B.C) and the one following the 
assassination of Julius Caesar”—Osborne.  Jesus tells us signs of His return and 
listen to how similar these account are to what we have heard—Matt. 24:4-8.  
“God is allowing human depravity to come full circle”—Osborne. 


- It is important to understand and know that no one is excluded from this crazy 
worldwide bloodshed—Matt. 24:9-14.  


• Akin quotes this and I think that it is “World War II General Omar N. Bradley 
once delivered “An Armistice Day Address” in Boston. He said, 


With the monstrous weapons man already has, humanity is in danger of being trapped 
in this world by its moral adolescents. Our knowledge of science has clearly 
outstripped our capacity to control it. We have many men of science; too few men of 
God. We have grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. 
Man is stumbling blindly through a spiritual darkness while toying with the precarious 
secrets of life and death. The world has achieved brilliance without wisdom, power 
without conscience. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. We know 
more about war than we know about peace, more about killing than we know about 
living. This is our 20th century’s claim to distinction and to progress. (Collected 
Writings, 1:588–89, emphasis in original) 


During World War II, Albert Einstein helped bring a German photographer to the United 
States. They became friends, and the photographer took a number of pictures of 
Einstein. One day he looked into the camera and started talking. He spoke about his 
despair that his formula E=mc² and his letter to President Roosevelt had made the 
atomic bomb possible, and his scientific research had resulted in the death of so many 
human beings. He grew silent. His eyes had a look of immense sadness. There was a 
question and a reproach in them. At that moment the cameraman released the shutter. 
Einstein looked up and the cameraman asked him, “So, you don’t believe there will 
ever be peace?”  “No,” he answered. “As long as there will be man, there will be wars.”


• Mankind will become one of the means that God will bring judgment—Zech. 
14:13.  The mission of the this rider is to take peace and allow the destructive 
sinful nature of humanity to prey upon one another.  He will remove peace and let 
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humanity indulge in the lust of their hearts without restraint from God—Rom. 
1:24-32, God has done it before-Ps. 81:12.  


• “The mission of the red horse would be quickly understood in John’s day, well 
acquainted as it was with rebellion and civil disorder.  In a single year, A.D. 68-69, 
Rome had been ruled by four different emperors.  It is reported that in the thirty 
year period prior to the reign of Herod the Great (67-37 B.C.) more than one 
hundred thousand insurgents died in revolutions and rebellions in Palestine alone.”
—Mounce.  


- They were use to seeing chaos and bloodshed.  But what about us?  Are we 
being made dull to the chaos that is going on in our world?  Should a Christian 
become dull to the things happening in the world?  Should a Christian be silent 
about the things that are going on in the world?  
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