
Revelation 

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:15-17


15 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the 
rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and 
among the rocks of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to the 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?”


- Verse 15-16: 


• “For the enemies of righteousness the day of the Lord will be a day of terror. Isaiah 
writes that “every man’s heart will melt … they will writhe like a woman in labor” 
(Isa 13:7–8).”—Mounce.  The 7 people groups listed in Rev. 6:15 is very similar to 
those listed in 19:18.  


• “The kings of the earth, the basic term for the vassal kings who served under the 
Roman emperor (1:5; 6:15; 17:2, 18; 18:3, 9; 19:19; 21:24). As in Ps. 2:2, these are 
the earthly rulers who stand against God and his people; in Rev. 17:12–13, they 
surrender their power and authority to the beast……The second group, the 
noblemen, refers to the officials of the court who perform the king’s duties and run 
the government. The term refers also to the “merchants of the earth” in 
18:23….The third group, the generals, are the military tribunes who controlled a 
thousand men (ten “centuries,” the basic unit of the army)……The fourth group, 
the wealthy, refers to those wealthy families who, even more than Caesar, ran the 
Roman Empire. As in many societies, it was the wealthy few who actually 
determined the direction of the nation…..Fifth, the powerful are probably not a 
separate category but sum up the first four…..The last two groups, every slave and 
freeman), describe the predominant social strata of the ancient world. Together 
these made up the lower classes of society, a group that many of the apostles 
belonged to socially.”—Osborne.  


•  God does not show partiality and neither should we—Acts 10:34, James 2:1-9.  
So, God’s judgment will not show partiality as well.  “When the day of judgment 
arrives, no one will be excluded or excused. Those who normally get special 
treatment will get none. “Kings of the earth, the nobles, the military commanders, 
the rich, the powerful” will not escape the wrath of the Lamb.”—Akin.  “In listing 
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the various groups that seek refuge in that great day of wrath, it is not John’s 
intention to cover the entire range of human society but to emphasize that those 
who might normally have reason to feel secure will be utterly undone.


- Status and privilege will be gone in an instant.  All people left will be on the 
same plain when it comes to the judgment of God.  They may have been 
untouchable in this life but when the wrath of the Lamb come they will be in 
equal terror with everyone.  “No one gets a pass. All must and will give an 
account. Divine judgment is the great equalizer. The free person will be held 
accountable by God…..From the Roman emperor to the lowest slave, all social 
distinctions evaporate before the judgment bar of God.”—Akin.  “The emphasis 
is on the fact that, no matter how we understand greatness, even the greatest 
will not be immune. The normally secure will be without resource.”—Morris.  


- Terror is show in two ways in this passage. First, the people hid themselves in 
the caves and rocks of the mountains.  “The picture of hiding in caves from an 
irresistible force is frequent in the OT. Lot and his daughters lived in a cave in 
fear after the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:30); five Amorite 
kings hid in a cave after Joshua had destroyed their armies (Josh. 10:16); and 
David hid in a cave from the wrath of Saul (1 Sam. 22:1). In 1 Sam. 13:6 the 
armies of Israel hid in caves and rocks from the Philistines.”—Osborne.   


• Wouldn’t seeing all of this drive the person who is left to God?  Wouldn’t it 
cause people to embrace their brokenness, and confess to God, and repent?  
No, it does not cause people to repent here or in Revelation 9:20-21 and 
Revelation 16:11.  Why?  Why do people not repent, turn to God, and live? 


- People will give you all kinds of reasons for not giving their lives to Christ 
right now:  there is no evidence for God, if there really is a God, He would 
feed the starving kids in Africa, He would heal cancer patients too, all 
religions lead to God, and many more.  But these are not the real reasons 
why non-believers don’t believe.  Non-believers know and when they see 
wrath of the Lamb do not give their lives to Christ is: because they love sin 
more than they love God—John 3:19, Jer. 17:9, Mark 7:21-22, Eccl. 9:3, 
James 1:14-15.   


- “Death is more desired, foolishly I might add, than a relationship with the 
Lamb who was slaughtered on their behalf.”—Akin.  These who are faced 
with the wrath of God ask for a violent death instead—Isa. 2:10 & 19-21, 
Host 10:8, Luke 23:30.  “God will confront in judgment all those who have 
rebelled against his sovereign authority.
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• Interestingly enough as Adam and Eve sinned for the first time they 

attempted to hide themselves from God; so do these people in our 
passage tonight attempt to hide in fear of almighty, all-powerful, all-
knowing God of the universe.  Sin can really make humanity stupid.  They 
talk to the mountains, you know the mountains that God created and that 
God sustains.  The same mountains that God shook in verse 14.  ““The 
sacrificial Lamb has now become their Judge. . . . They hide from his 
face, whereas believers are comforted by the promise that one day they 
will see God’s face (22:4)”—Duvall.


- The second way that terror shows itself is: they cry out for the mountains to 
fall on them.  “Now they want those caves and rocks to fall on them. These 
people are so filled with irrational terror that they plead for an avalanche to 
bury them rather than face God and the Lamb. There are not many times in 
history people have begged to be smothered in an avalanche.”—Osborne.  


• They plead with the mountains and rocks to protect them from “the wrath 
of the Lamb.”  This is an interesting phrase that is used.  We don’t 
normally hear of the Lamb being angry.  This is and should be a terrifying 
thought.  The Lamb is usually the sacrificial Lamb but here He is the one 
bringing the wrath.  The gentleness of God is turned to anger.  “It is the 
wrath of love, the wrath of sacrificial love which, having done the absolute 
utmost for us and our salvation, tells us as nothing else could the 
certainty with which evil awaits its doom at the hand of God’ (Torrance).”


- “This plea is also filled with irony, for death will not keep them from the 
judgment seat of God (Rev. 20:11–14). In short, their terror is so great 
that they will try anything to escape.”—Osborne.  


- Verse 17: 


• “The time of Jacob’s trouble is here (Jer 30:7). Daniel’s seventieth week is on us 
(Dan 9:24-27). The great tribulation has come (Rev 7:14).”—Akin.  


• The question is asked, “who can stand?”  The answer after verses 15-16 is easy; 
no one can stand—Nah. 1:6, Mal. 3:2.  Craig Keener is right: “The impact on the 
reader is . . . complete: There is no security, no firm ground to stand on, nothing in 
the universe to depend on except God himself. The rest of creation will collapse.”
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“A great day is coming for every one of us when we will come face-to-face with the 
Lamb. We will either stand with Him in His salvation or stand before Him at His 
judgment. We will either rejoice in His glorious grace or be terrified before His righteous 
wrath. Grace or wrath? Forgiveness or condemnation? Where will you stand? Take 
your stand for the Lamb, King Jesus, now.”—Akin.  


“So the stage is set. Six of the seven seals have been opened, and John’s readers 
have learned of the “Four Horsemen” who leave a trail of death and destruction across 
the panorama of history…..You may be sure that God will act. The universe itself will be 
subject to violent convulsions, and the unbelieving world will do their best to escape 
the wrath of the Lamb.”—Morris.  
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