
Revelation

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:12-17


The Sixth Seal—Terror

12 I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and 
the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became 
like blood; 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its unripe 
figs when shaken by a great wind.  14 The sky was split apart like a scroll when it 
is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved out of their places.  15 
Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and 
the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the 
rocks of the mountains; 16 and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us 
and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”


- Verse 12-13: 


• “The Lamb opens the sixth seal, and cosmic upheaval is the result—Joel 2:31. The 
Bible repeatedly promises such happenings when our Lord draws history to a 
close (see Isa 13:9-10; Joel 2:10-11; 2:28-32; 3:14-16; Matt 24:29-30; Mark 
13:24-37; Luke 21:25-28).”—Akin.  But the question is are these things listed here 
just symbolic, or are they literal?  


- We have to remember that the celestial bodies is how we understand time and 
for people back then who relied on the celestial bodies this would have been 
totally frightening.  “For a people who held that the well-ordered movements of 
heavenly bodies were a token of God’s providential control, the breakdown of 
this order would be a grim announcement that the end of the world was at 
hand.”—Mounce.  


- When we see earthquakes happen in the scripture we will often see some sort 
of divine presence show up as well—Exod. 19:18, Isa. 2:19, Hag. 2:6, Matt. 
24:7, Matt. 27:51, Zech. 14:4.  Earthquake shows up 7 times in Revelation—
6:12, 8:5, 11:13, 11:19, 16:18 and 4 of them with the word great in them.  “In the 
OT it is a harbinger of God coming in judgment against his enemies (Judg. 5:4–
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5; Joel 2:10; Ps. 78:7–8), and the Sinai earthquake becomes the model for the 
holiness of God evident throughout the exodus (Ps. 68:8; 77:17–18; Hab. 3). It 
then becomes an integral part of the day of Yahweh (Joel 2:1–2; Mic. 1:3–4; Nah. 
1:3–6; Zech. 14:4–5) and becomes a cosmic or universal quake that shakes the 
heavens and the earth (Isa. 24:18–23; Joel 2:10).”—Osborne.  


- The sun was darkened like that of a sackcloth made from goat’s hair.  
Remember we talked about how this black sackcloth would be worn in times of 
mourning.  “This was a coarse coat made of black goat’s hair and usually worn 
in time of mourning. The theme of mourning is natural and prepares for the 
picture of mortal terror in 6:15–17.”—Osborne.  God’s wrath is being unleashed 
on the world and they will mourn for it whether they want to or not.  


- The moon will become like blood.  This deepens the imagery of what is 
happening.  They will become blood red revealing the judgment to fall on those 
that have blood in them—earth dwellers.  Without the sun the moon does not 
shine and we see that here—Isa. 13:10, Ezek. 32:7-8.  


• But why would the sun be darkened and the moon become blood red?  
“Some speculate that worldwide earthquakes will produce catastrophic 
volcanic activity spewing ash and smoke throughout the atmosphere, and that 
this causes the darkening of the sun and the reddening of the moon.”—Akin.  


- Know whatever the cause of these things happening we need to know that 
God’s divine judgment is coming to this world.  


- The stars fell from the sky to the earth.  These are the celestial bodies and 
Isaiah spoke of the star falling—Isa. 34:4.  This is also one of the signs that 
happens just after the coming of the Son of Man—Matt. 13:25-26.  “The falling 
of stars upon the earth could mean but one thing to the ancient—the end had 
come.”—Mounce.  This does not just include what we would consider star but 
all kinds of things that appear as star like meteoroids and planets—Isa. 34:4.  


• The only other place we see the stars falling in Revelation is in the 3rd 
trumpet-8:10-11.  This is when we see the great star Wormwood fall.  


- Verse 14:


• “In the first century most people appear to have thought of heaven as a solid 
vault.”—Morris.  So John describes the rolling of the scroll here as a broken scroll 
that rolls on both sides and he is trying to speak of the speed in which the sky will 
removed.  “At Jesus’ baptism the heavens were “split apart” (Mark 1:10 par.), also 
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an apocalyptic symbol for the end of the age, and here the heavens will be “rolled 
up.  Jesus’ first coming began the coming of the kingdom and the end times; this 
act of God will culminate and finalize the end times.”—Osborne.  


• The mountains and island will be shaken out of their places—Nah. 1:5, Jer. 4:24.  
“This image would be very powerful due to the place of mountains in the religious 
life of the people (e.g., Mount Olympus, the “home of the gods”) and the vast 
number of islands in Mediterranean life.”—Osborne.  


- “As preparation for the destruction of the cosmos (2 Pet. 3:10), the shaking of 
the heavens will commence with the disappearance of every mountain and 
island. [32] Such phenomena belong at the end of history, when the heavenly 
Judge appears in wrath, and that is exactly the theme of the next section.”—
Osborne. 


•  “Precisely what this describes we can only guess. What we do know is there is a 
total cosmic meltdown. The Day of the Lord has arrived in its climactic and 
eschatological reality. The wrath of the Lamb is here!”—Akin.  
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