
Revelation 

Revelation 6 

Revelation 6:1-8

1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, “Come.”  2 I looked, and behold, a 
white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he 
went out conquering and to conquer.  3 When He broke the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature saying, “Come.”  4 And another, a red horse, went out; and to 
him who sat on it, it was granted to take peace from the earth, and that men would slay 
one another; and a great sword was given to him.  5 When He broke the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature saying, “Come.” I looked, and behold, a black horse; and 
he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand.  6 And I heard something like a voice 
in the center of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the wine.”  7 When 
the Lamb broke the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 
“Come.”  8 I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name 
Death; and Hades was following with him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of 
the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts 
of the earth.


- Intro: 


• As we look into chapter 6 we can really see a grim situation.  We will see war, 
bloody conquest, famine, and death.  We see apocalyptic judgment falling on the 
earth.  


- We will look at the famous four horsemen  which get their imagery from the 
passages in Zech. 1:7-17 and Zech. 6:1-8.  In these, we see these horsemen 
going through the earth finding peace and rest.  What we will see in our passage 
here and those that follow is the exact opposite of peace.  There is a deliberate 
contrast in Zech. passage and what Revelation will reveal.  


• When we look at the state of the world and we look at our country the question: 
“who is in charge?” becomes a question that is hard to answer.  Often times the 
world will guess at who is in charge and who is controlling what is going on but 
really the world can’t answer the question.  James Boice gives us insight into the 
answer of who is in charge as he wrote this, “But silent is not the answer that the 
author of the Bible’s great apocalypse gives to the question ‘Who’s in charge?  
John answers that God is in charge and that the world events—even those that are 
most terrifying—are controlled by Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of history.”  
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Revelation 
• ***“The heavenly throne-room vision of chapters 4-5 sets the stage for the 

judgements of chapter 6 and following.  By virtue of His act of creation (ch.4) and 
His act of redemption (ch. 5), our sovereign God has the authority and the right to 
judge His world.  He initiates that judgment by sending forth His four horsemen.”—
Akin.  


- “So, though apocalyptic judgments be loosed against all mankind, believers 
included, God’s people need never be dismayed.  They will be preserved no 
matter what the tribulation.”—Morris.  


• In this judgment that is being “loosed” we see that humanity’s sin plays a 
huge role in the judgment.  “In this sense God is not so much pouring down 
judgment on the earth-dwellers as allowing their depravity to come full circle. 
This is a common theme in this book, as sin turns upon itself and self-
destructs.”—Osborne.   


- “Now we look to earth to see what is happening here, and what we see are 
the calamities of world history being released by the One who alone is 
worthy to break the scroll’s seals.  As Jesus breaks the seals, the events 
that they portent unfold, as symbolized in the case of the first four seals by 
four variously colored horses and their riders, who go out from God’s 
presence in order to bring suffering to the earth.”—Boice.  


- Verse 1-2: 


• “Each event in the seal judgments begins with the Lamb’s action of opening the 
seal.  He inaugurates the action.”—Osborne.  


• “It is the Lamb himself who opens the first seal.  He alone is worthy to set into 
motion those events that will bring about the culmination of human history.”—
Mounce.  “It may well be that we are to understand Christ’s saving work as 
including as element of judgement.  Christ’s death was not only salvation from sin 
but condemnation of sin.”—Morris.  This is something that we often do not think 
about but is true.  Jesus’ death brought salvation for those that accepted it but it 
also brought condemnation to those that do not accept Him—(Judgement)-John 
12:48, Matt. 10:33, John 3:36, John 3:18-19, Luke 9:26.  (Salvation)-Rom. 10:9-10, 
Rom. 3:23, John 1:12, 1 John 1:9, John 14:6, Acts 4:12, Rom. 10:13, Acts 2:21, 
Titus 3:5, John 6:37, etc.  


2



Revelation 
- The address was not to John but this horseman of the vision and it calls him into 

action.  “Following the breaking of the ‘first’ seal, one of the ‘four living 
creatures’ in a voice like thunder utter the command that also governs the action 
of each of these first four seals, ‘come.’”—Osborne.  In the book of Revelation 
the living creatures: lead in heavenly worship—4:8-9, 5:8-10&14, 19:4, they are 
part of the throne’s assistants—4:6, 5:6&11, 7:11, 14:3.  “Since each of the four 
‘horse’ visions is introduced by the corresponding numbered living creature, we 
know the judgment comes from the throne of God.”—Obsorne.   


• This voice came from the throne room with power.  The thunder that accompanied 
the voice warns of the storm of divine judgment that is coming.  The voice 
commands the rider to “come.”  Warren Wiersbe wrote, “Events will now take 
place because of God’s sovereign direction in heaven.”  The rider comes for no 
other reason except that God called him.  


• So then we are informed that the rider has come and John gives us a description 
of this rider.  So, let’s talk about what we know about the rider and then we will talk 
about who people say that the rider is.  


- The rider is on a white horse.  White is the color of righteousness but white is 
also the color of victory.  Often times good warriors would ride white horses.  


- The rider had a bow. In the Old Testament a bow was a symbol of military 
power.  Two verses tell of bows being broken which symbolize military powers 
being defeated—Hos. 1:5, Jer. 51:56.  


- The rider was given a crown that was probably a victor’s wreath.  This reveals 
that this rider will be victorious.  


- The rider came out conquering.  This was the rider’s aim and this is what the 
rider did.  The conquering is only what God allowed the rider to have.  


• So, why is the rider on the white horse?  


- 1.  “Some scholars have argued that the rider on the white horse is Christ, 
since he is described at his parousia (par-oo-see-a—second coming) as 
coming on a white horse (19:11) to destroy his enemies (19:15-16).  The 
imagery of ‘conquering’ then describes the triumph of the gospel (Matt. 
24:14)……Several argue that the first rider is marked off from the other 
three as a positive (‘white’ as the color of righteousness) figure ‘going forth’ 
with a crown (sovereignty) and a bow (the gospel) to conquer (with all the 
‘conqueror’ imagery in the book.”—Osborne.  
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Revelation 
- “The rider is mounted on a white horse (the color of righteousness) and 

goes forth to conquer (5:5, ‘The Lion of the tribe of Judah…has triumphed’).  
In Mark 13:10 the universal proclamation f the gospel seems to precede the 
beginning of the travail—at least it is one of the events that take place 
before the end (Matt. 24:14)…..Furthermore, no calamities follow after the 
white horse, as in the three other cases”—Mounce.  


• “However, this does not fit the immediate content and the unity between 
the four horsemen, for the use of the ‘white horse’ in the two contexts is 
quite different, and here the rider carries a bow, while there Christ carries 
a sword.”—Osborne.  


• “A comparison of chapter 6 and 19 shows that the two riders have little in 
common beyond the fact that they are both mounted on white horses.  In 
6:2 the rider wears a victor’s wreath and carries a bow; in 19:11 he is 
crowned with ‘many crowns’ and armed with a sharp sword coming out 
of his mouth.”—Mounce.  


• “There is also the confusion involved in the Lamb’s opening the seals 
while at the same time being the one who rides forth when the first seal is 
broken. A final and fatal objection is the repeated use of “there was 
given,” which normally in Revelation refers to “the divine permission 
granted to evil powers to carry out their nefarious work.””—Mounce. 


- 2.  “Still others believe the rider is a satanic figure, possibly the Antichrist, 
and that the first four seals introduce themes of cosmic war and conquest 
that will be developed in detail later in the book.  Rissi calls the four 
horsemen “demonic agents of destruction” and sees the best parallel in 
Gog of Ezek. 38–39. 


• Along with this thought would be Apollo who would represent fall 
religions.  


• “The better view is that this is the spirit of deception and conquest that 
will be embodied in the counterfeit Christ, the antichrist (2 Thess 2:3-4), 
the beast of 13:1-10. This deceptive, conquering rider keeps company 
with war, famine, and death—the next three riders.  This rider fulfills the 
warning of Jesus in Matthew 24:4-5 where He tells us to be on guard 
against deception and false christs.”—Akin.  
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Revelation 
• “The first rider represents a satanic force attempting to defeat and 

oppress believers spiritually through deception, persecution, or both (so 
11:7; 13:7). The image of the rider may include reference to (1) the 
antichrist, (2) governments that persecute Christians, or (3) the devil’s 
servants in general…..Here white may refer to the forces of evil as they try 
to appear righteous and thus deceive by imitating Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 
11:13-15). The portrayal is intended by John as a parody of Christ’s 
righteousness and victory in 19:11-16: Satan’s attempts to be victorious 
are but feeble imitations of Christ, worthy only for ridicule (as in, e.g., 
11:7; 13:1-13).”—Beale.


- “God sends this rider to reveal that which is true and that which is 
false, the real from the inauthentic. There is great deception today. It 
will increase as the final chapter of history is written.”—Akin.  


- 3. “It is better to see this image as more general, with the riders relating to 
the human lust for war and its consequences. In these four interconnected 
seals, God’s judgment is to allow human depravity to run its course.  These 
are not demonic forces but human.”—Osborne.


• “First, the rider is described with the unusual expression ὁ καθήμενος 
( ho kathēmenos , the one sitting), a direct parallel to the description of 
God “sitting on” the throne in 4:2, 3, 9, 10.  This rider then represents 
humankind setting themselves up in the place of God. Next, the critical 
ἐδόθη ( edothē , was given) is a divine passive pointing to God’s control 
of the process.”—Osbrone. 


- 4.  “Some see in the horseman a symbol of the victorious progress of the 
gospel. But there is nothing to indicate this. The four horsemen must surely 
be taken together, and they all indicate destruction, horror, terror. This one 
surely stands for war, triumphant war of conquest.”—Morris.  


- 5. Government persecuting Christians.  


- 6. Satan’s servants in general.  
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Revelation 
- 7.  “The other prominent interpretation of the white horse and rider is that 

they symbolize the spirit of conquest and militarism.  In the OT the bow was 
a symbol of military power…..The crown is a symbol of victory.”—Mounce.  


• What we do know is that the rider is riding on righteousness or victory, has military 
might, is victorious, and came out conquering, and to conquer.   This idea of 
conquering is: overcoming, overpowering, prevail, triumph, and be victorious.  It 
seems like the purpose of this rider is to do these things and nothing else.  
Conquering to conquer is something different from what we see Christ do.  
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