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Revelation 3:7-13


7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this: 8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.  9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow 
down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you 
have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, 
that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the 
earth.  11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 
crown.  12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the 
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new name.  13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.


- Verse 9:


• We really see the great conflict that this church is facing being addressed here.  
Those Jews in Philadelphia were convinced that by their “national identity and 
religious heritage they were the people of God.”—Mounce.  “We are told that 
those who belong to Satan’s synagogue are liars when they claim to be Jews.  
Christians are the true Jews (Rom. 2:28-29) and Jewish persecutors of the church 
are not.”—Morris.  This topic of being a Jew outwardly is also addressed in Deut. 
30:6.  “By their slander and persecution of Christians they have shown themselves 
to be the ‘synagogue of Satan.’”—Mounce.  Jesus had encounters with these 
hostile Jews before—John 8:44.  Paul commented about Satan and his minions 
disguising themselves as “servants of righteousness.”—2 Cor. 11:14-15.   


• Jesus expresses a special love for the children of God.  He makes the promise that 
the enemies of Jesus’ church will be humbled.  “The opposition God’s people face 
is often fierce and hostile, but it will not last forever.”—Akin.  This is why Paul tells 
us that all will bow in Phil. 2:9-11. 
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- “Bowing to King Jesus either in glad salvation or in bitter submission, they will 

now with or to the people who follow Him as their Lord, Master, and Sovereign 
King.”—Akin.  


• “The vindication is now spelled out clearly, but it is highly debated.  These 
false ‘Jews’ would be ‘made’ to acknowledge their error, but the form that will 
take depends on the interpretation.”—Osborne.  


- The persecuted Christians would have a vindication and this is a theme 
throughout the book of Revelation—Rev. 6:9-11, 16:6, 18:20:19:2.  


• So the bowing that these of the synagogue of Satan is a submission 
bowing not a worship submission.  
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