
Revelation 

Revelation 3 

Revelation 3:7-13


7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this: 8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, 
and have not denied My name.  9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of 
Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and 
bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you 
have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, 
that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the 
earth.  11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 
crown.  12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he 
will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the 
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new name.  13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.


- Verse 8: 


• The previous 2 times that we have seen this phrase, “I know your works,” they 
have been for churches that had things that they needed to work on (Rev. 2:2,19).  
But to this church the Savior Messiah of the world sees their works and know their 
faithful service to God.  In the middle of persecution from some of the Jewish 
population and all of the pagan population, with their limited power, limited size, 
and limited reach; they have not lost their first love nor tolerated the woman 
Jezebel.  


- Akin wrote, “Apparently the Philadelphians were doing the right things for the 
right reasons.  Love for Jesus and not ritualism or legalism moved them into 
action.”  This church began a good work and intend on completing that good 
work through Christ Jesus.  God is at work in us to complete these good works 
but we walk away from the work He is doing in us and through us—Phil. 1:6.  
God wants to see this kind of commitment to Him.  It is not a perfect 
commitment but it is a persistent commitment.  
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• This church had limited strength.  They were not wealthy, they had little influence, 

they were small in numbers, and they did not have many friends (the Jews were 
against them as well as the pagans).  There were not any other churches near that 
they could visit or have visited to encourage them.  


- BUT…..This church worked hard and faithfully.  Can people say that about you 
and your spiritual walk?  That you may not have all the influence in the world, 
your community, or neighborhood, and you don’t have great wealth; but you are 
hard working and faithful to the work and mission of the gospel.  That is the 
label I want and hopefully that is the label you want too.  


- They had opportunities to integrate other religious beliefs into their worship 
building their popularity, numbers, and influence, but they remained faithful to 
the word of God and did not deny Jesus’ name.  “Faced with consistent 
opposition and ridicule, they remained faithful to the only name that saves—Acts 
4:12, 1 Tim. 2:5.”—Akin.  


• They may have had little strength but they had awesome achievements: 


- Kept Jesus’ word—We show our love for Jesus by keeping His word or 
commandments—John14:15, 21, 23-24


• So how do we keep the word of Jesus?


- Matt. 4:4, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, Ps. 119:105, Rom. 15:4, Heb. 4:12


• Now, how do you practically do this?  


- Did not deny Jesus (in word or action)


• Matt. 10:32-33, Rom. 10:13, Mark 8:38, 2 Tim. 1:8, Titus 1:16, 1 John 
2:22-23, 2 Tim. 2:12


- How do we not deny Jesus in word and in action practically?  


- They were patient


• Rom. 12:12, Gal. 6:9, Rom. 8:25, Ps. 37:7-9, Phil. 4:6


- How do we practically wait on the Lord patiently? 


- They endured


• Rom. 5:3-5, James 1:12, Heb. 10:32-36, Matt. 24:13


- How do we endure practically? 
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- They were conquering people  


• Rom. 8:35-37, Col. 2:13-15, 1 Cor. 15:57


- How do we become conquering people?  


• Jesus makes a promise to this church.  There are 2 different thoughts about what 
this can mean:


- 1.  This is an open door to the kingdom and an open door to heaven. 


• Jesus has the keys to the kingdom and can open and shut it to whom ever.  
“Now in v. 8 he reminds the Christians at Philadelphia who may have been 
excommunicated from the local synagogue (v. 9) that he has placed before 
them an open door into the eternal kingdom, and no one can shut it.”—
Mounce. 


- 2. This is an open door for successful evangelism.  This has been used this way 
in the NT before—Acts 14:27, 1 Cor. 16:9, 2 Cor. 2:12, Col. 4:3.  


• This had a passion like the city for mission and evangelism.  Christ is giving 
them opportunity that they did not have previously.  We are not sure how 
Jesus was going to give them a great opportunity to share the gospel but 
Jesus is the one that can soften hearts—Eze. 36:26.  


- Either way this open door is much better than the closed door of the synagogue.    
“Most people like open doors—open doors suggest opportunity whereas closed 
doors are frustrating.  But of all the doors that have ever been or ever will be 
opened, the greatest of all is the door of salvation that Jesus has opened for all 
who enter through faith in himself.  The Gospels are filled with invitations too 
enter by that door.  ‘Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest (Matt. 11:28).  Revelation itself ends on this note: ‘The Spirit and 
the Bride say, ‘Come.’”—Boice. 


Luke 13:24-28— “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek 
to enter and will not be able.  25 “Once the head of the house gets up and shuts the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and knock on the door, saying, ‘Lord, open up to 
us!’ then He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know where you are from.’  26 “Then 
you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our 
streets’; 27 and He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you are from; depart from 
Me, all you evildoers.’  28 “In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth 
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when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but yourselves being thrown out.
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