
Revelation

Revelation 3 

Rev. 3:7-13


7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this: 8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.  9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down 
at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you have kept 
the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour 
which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  11 
‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  12 
‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go 
out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the 
city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, 
and My new name.  13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’


- Intro: 


• First and foremost we must take note that there are no negatives given to the 
church of Philadelphia.  

- The church has gone through a bunch of different persecutions but they have 

remained faithful to God and each other.  


• Philadelphia is to the east and is on high ground.  This was a strategic location as 
far as trade routes.  It was a piece of the Roman postal route.  So much so that 
they called it the “gateway to the East.”  It was a commercial city of great 
importance mainly because of its location.  It was also a great location for the 
military to defend the empire.   


• The ground was volcanic soil and it was perfect for growing wine grapes.  So its 
economy was based on agriculture and industry.  It was a very prosperous city 
with influence.  


• One of the major problems with Philadelphia is that it was near a fault line and 
would have to endure earthquakes.  There was not earthquake retro fitting in their 
day so when the ground shook, things fell down.  In A.D. 17 there was an 
earthquake that destroyed 12 cities in an instant.  Philadelphia was one of the 
cities that was hit the hardest.  That was not the end though, the city had to 
endure several after shocks for a long time after the earthquake.  This drove many 
of the residents outside the city to live in the farm land away from falling buildings.  
The city was so affected that the people made all of their plans with earthquakes in 
mind.  
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• It was one of the newest cities that John writes to in the book of Revelation.  It was 

established by one of the brothers Eumens II, king of Pergamum, or his younger 
brother Attalus II Philadelphus, and they reigned from 159-138 B.C.   The name of 
the city calls attention to the loyalty and devotion that the brother had for one 
another.  That is why the city is called Philadelphia which means “lover of his 
brother” (not in the inappropriate kind of love but the love and loyalty that a sibling 
will have for one another).  


• The city was meant to be a kind of “missionary city.”  What they wanted to do is to 
bring the Greek culture, language, and ways to the Lydia and Phrygia.  It was 
successful at its mission as in A.D. 19 the Lydian dialect had been replaced by the 
Greek language.  


• This city went through several name changes.  After the great earthquake of A.D. 
17 the name changed to Neocaesarea.  This was to show the city’s appreciation 
for the help they received from Rome after the earthquake.  Then in A.D. 69-79 the 
cities name changed again to Flavia.  


• Philadelphia was just like many of the other cities in the Roman empire as far as its 
religious tendencies.  It had many temples and celebrated many different religious 
festivals with all the wealth they had.  It was know as “little Athens” in the 5 
century.  They worshiped Dionysus.  Between 211 and 217 A.D. a temple to the 
imperial cult was built and Philadelphia was honored with the title Neocoros—
warden of the temple.  


• We do not hear of enemies from within the church like other churches we have 
looked at.  Their enemies came from outside the church from those that called 
themselves Jews and from the Romans as well.  


• The church here at Philadelphia was small but good quality.  “This church in 
Philadelphia, Asia, was passionate about being a Great Commission Church, and 
the risen and glorified Christ was passionate about enabling it to continue to be a 
Great Commission church.  They were faithful to Jesus, and our Lord promises 
them, ‘I have placed before you an open door that no one is able to close.’”—Akin.   

- The over arching message for the churches from this church is that: you can 

have a mighty witness and yet be small or look weak.  It is not about the 
outwardly appearance that matters but who we are on the inside is what matters 
to God.  God can do all things and there is no limit to what He can do in us and 
through us.  


• Chuck Swindoll says it well: The size of a congregation, the limitations of its 
location, or the restrictions of its budget should never determine its vision. 
Instead, churches should set their vision based on the power of their God. 
God is infinite, magnificent, awesome, and mighty—beyond description or 
comprehension! When He chooses to open opportunities, the possibilities are 
endless. All we need to do is trust and follow Him wherever He leads.
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- Verse 7:  “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is 
true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and 
no one opens, says this: 


• “Philadelphia and Smyrna are the only two Churches with no rebuke, and it is 
interesting that both were under severe threat from a powerful Jewish presence in 
the city. The names of Christ chosen here reflect that situation and reassure the 
beleaguered Philadelphia Christians that the Messiah is indeed on their side, not 
on the side of the ‘synagogue of Satan.’”—Osborne. The true Messiah who has 
control to the eternal kingdom writes to the church at Philadelphia.  


• This letter will use OT language and will rely heavily on the OT as the Christians in 
Philadelphia are concerned about what the Jewish population is saying about 
them and Christ.  ’The Holy One,’ in the Jewish culture was a reference to God—
Isa. 40:25, Hab. 3:3, Mark 1:24, John 6:69, Ps. 16:10, Isa. 1:4, Isa. 37:23.  The Holy 
One (Hosea 11:9) is the idea that God is “of purity as well as separateness.  God is 
separate from creation as the Creator.  He is separate from sin as the Savior.”—
Morris.  ‘The Holy One’ is paired with ‘the True One,’ which the true one is 
reference to Christ.  So once again we see a title of God combined with Jesus 
point to the fact that Jesus is God.  

- If we look at the word ‘true’ we can pull 2 different understandings of Christ. 


City of Philadelphia Thing Jesus Says to the Church

False gods, Jewish persecution, unstable ground I am God, true Messiah, faithful and the one who 
admits into the kingdom

Jews excluded the Christians from the church 
shutting them out of the synagogue

An open door to evangelism, an open door to the 
kingdom, which no one can shut

Powerful city, influential city, powerful Jewish and 
pagan presence 

Your little power will be supplemented by Jesus

Powerful will be humbled (Jews and pagans) Weak will be exalted (church at Philadelphia) 

Enemies of God (The synagogue of Satan) They are loved by Him

Will be tested They kept the Word of God and He will keep them 
from the hour of testing

Jesus is coming quick much like the earthquakes 
and if someone does not have a firm grip they will 
not be the victor. 

Hold fast and maintain your crown 

Constantly worried about the stability of the city; 
very shakeable; kingdom ruin by instability 

Overcome and you will be a pillar (something 
stable and solid; unshakeable) in God’s kingdom

3 different names Jesus will give a lasting final name 
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•  If we look at this verse in more of a NT way we see that this word ‘true’ points 

to Jesus as genuine.  It helps those Christians in Philadelphia to see that, even 
though those so called Jews claimed Jesus to be a false Messiah, He was not 
false. but the genuine and true Messiah.  


• If we look at this word ‘true’ in the OT way we see that this word means more 
‘faithful.’  This is also encouraging to the church at Philadelphia because it 
reminds them that Christ will do what He said He will do but also that He can 
be counted on to finish what He began.  Phil. 1:6, “For I am confident of this 
very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day 
of Christ Jesus.”

- “Christ is both the ‘real’ Messiah and the ‘faithful’ One.  In the context of 

these persecuted Christians, it means that Christ can be counted on to 
vindicate them in their trials and to reward them for their suffering.”—
Osborne.  


• Jesus then takes the title of having the key of David.  This really points to the fact 
that Jesus rules over the royal kingdom.  We have seen that Jesus has the keys to 
death and to hell (Rev. 1:18) and now we see that Jesus has the key to the 
kingdom. “It means the undisputed authority to admit or exclude from the New 
Jerusalem.”—Mounce.  Jesus not only holds the key over death and of hell but He 
is who allows anyone into the kingdom of God—Isa. 22:15-25 (God demanded 
that Eliakim replace Shebna as the chief steward of Hezekiah’s household and that 
he be given the key to the house of David/access to the king and his palace), Job 
12:14.  This has to be comforting to these Christians who had been excluded from 
the Synagogue.  Only Christ has the authority to include and exclude.  This is why 
we see Jesus described as the door: John 10:9 and the one mediator: 1 TIm. 2:5.
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