
Revelation 

Revelation 3 

Revelation 3:7-12

Revelation 3:14-22: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ‘I know 
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 ‘So 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.  
17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” 
and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  
19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.  
20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the 
door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  21 ‘He who 
overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 ‘He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”


- Verse 19:


• Jesus offers hope in verse 18 and in verse 19 Jesus offers a bit of encouragement.  
Jesus still loves the Laodicean church after all the negative that He had already 
talked about.  “Yet the purpose is to show the divine love for the defeated as well 
as for the victorious church.”—Osborne. 


- Jesus corrects and disciplines those that He love.  So just like children need 
correcting and disciplining sometime so do we as Christian need it.  Jesus tells 
us that correction and discipline is an evidence of His love—Prov. 3:11-12, Prov. 
13:24, Heb. 12:5-11, 1 Cor. 11:32, John 15:2.  Akin wrote, “Love is never cruel, 
but it can be tough.  Discipline that educates and brings about repentance and 
change is what our Lord extents to Laodicean church.”  This is what God does 
for us as well.  Often time our discipline is not fun and it can be painful but it is 
what we need to get us back on the right track.  “For those who fail in their walk, 
divine love must lead to discipline.....For the weak it is a wake-up call. ”—
Osborne.  
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Revelation 
• If this church rejects Jesus discipline He will spit them out of His mouth.  I can 

not help but think about Romans 1:22-32 when I hear that God will spit them 
out of His mouth.  


- Jesus give this church advice into what to do when the correcting hand of 
God comes upon them.  Repent!!!  Make it a practice to repent and live 
zealously for God.  “This is the fourth direct call to repentance in the seven 
letters (2:5, 2:16, 3:3, and indirect references to Thyatira—2:21-22).”—
Mounce.  They are to quit listening to the world and listen to Christ.  “Their 
enthusiasm needed to change focus from self to God, and the only way to 
do so was to repent.”—Osborne.  


• This is why our response to God’s correcting and discipline should be as 
the verse tells us, “zealous and repent.”  This is the expectation of God’s 
children when He give us correcting.  But is this how we respond?  Or do 
we respond like those in Romans 1?  


- Akin wrote, “Turning from sin once is not enough.  It must become the 
daily practice and habit of our life.  A community of daily repenting 
sinners characterizes a healthy church and healthy Christians.”  


• Boice wrote, “What draws us is Christ’s love.  But notice that this is a 
love expressed not in indifference which was the sin of the Laodicean 
church but rather in honest rebuke and discipline.”  When we come 
to Christ He calls us to repent and everyday after that should be days 
of repenting as well.  The honest love of Christ draws us in.  


- Verse 20: 


• “Behold!”  “Listen!!”  “Wake up!!!”  “Look!!!!”  “Take note!!!!!”  Jesus is waiting for 
the Laodicean church to open the door for Him.  He is knocking.  It does not tell us 
that He knocked once and is waiting.  He is knocking over and over again in the 
hope of response.  This passage is often applied to non-believers but what is really 
speaking about is that the church has left Jesus outside in the cold.  He stands 
and knocks wanting to be let into the church.  “In the context of the Laodicean 
letter, however, it is self deluded members of the church who are being 
addressed.”—Mounce. 


• “In their blind self-sufficiency they had, as it were, excommunicated the risen Lord 
from their congregation.  In an act of unbelievable condescension he requests 
permission to enter and reestablish fellowship.”—Mounce.  “He is knocking at the 
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Revelation 
closed hearts of those who are his but who have turned their backs on him and 
shut him out of their complacent, self-satisfied, worldly Christian lives.”—Boice.  


- If “anyone.”  If one person answers the door Jesus re-unite with that person.  “It 
is a call to a weak church to repent.  At the same time, it is a challenge to every 
individual in that church (indeed, in every church) to open themselves up to 
Christ and invite him into their lives....Christ is presently at the ‘door’ of each 
one’s heart, announcing himself and knocking.”—Osborne.  There is a personal 
response that Jesus requires from us.  A person must make a decision to allow 
Jesus to enter.  “The Master is calling.  Are we listening?  Are we willing to 
welcome Him back into His church?”—Akin.


- After a person responds to Jesus the result is fellowship with Him. In their 
culture it meant something to share a meal together.  It revealed a strong bond 
and a symbol of togetherness.  “To share a meal in the ancient world was to 
share a life.”—Osborne.  Bartchy said, “When people were estranged, a meal 
invitation opened the way to reconciliation.  Even everyday mealtimes were 
highly complex events in which social values, boundaries, statuses and 
hierarchies were reinforced.”  So when Jesus tells the church that He will come 
and dine with them, He is saying that He will come in and repair the broken 
relationship that they once had.  


• Jesus is promising His, “acceptance, sharing, and blessing, a deep fellowship 
with the one offering forgiveness and reconciliation with God.”—Osborne. 


-  James Boice wrote, “I have been in many churches from which Christ has 
been locked out.  The people inside have found him to be too honest, too 
disturbing, too commanding, too holy for their worldly, compromising state.  
Are you like that?  Are you a Christian who has shut the door on Jesus 
Christ because you do no want him to intrude?  Because you are satisfied 
with your insipid, sinful, worldly life and do not want to change it?”  


- Verse 21-22: 


• This is a perfect way to end the letters to the churches.  Remember that these 
letters were to be read to the church that they were written to but also passed on 
to the church as a whole.  So, “Jesus promises the one who is a ‘victor,’ an 
overcomer, a conqueror, the privilege of sitting with Him on His throne, just as He 
has sat down with His Father on His throne (v. 21).”—Akin.  The goal is to be those 
that conqueror for Christ.  
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Revelation 
- This means that that the blessings we we will get are bested on our union with 

Christ.  “Our joint reign with King Jesus rings throughout Revelation (1:6, 9; 
2:25-27; 5:10; 20:4-6) as well the whole New Testament (Matt. 19:28; Luke 
22:28-30; Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12).”—Akin.  Those that are faithful will sit with 
Jesus on His throne and as Paul wrote we will reign with Him—2 Tim. 2:12.   


• “The ‘call to listen’ (3:22) again anchors the challenge and calls on the reader to 
‘listen’ and ‘obey.’  It is the ‘Spirit’ speaking and not just John’s message, and it is 
intended as a warning to all ‘churches’ and not just to Laodicea.  This message is 
not to be taken lightly; for as verse 21 shows, eternity itself is at stake.”—Osborne. 


Conclusion of the Churches 


“A church (or a Christian) must be careful not to lose its forest love (Ephesus).  It must 
trust God in the midst of suffering  (Smyrna).  It must not compromise its doctrine 
(Pergamum).  It must not waffle on its morality (Thyatira).  It must be on guard against 
spiritual deadness (Sardis).  It must walk through open doors for sharing the gospel 
(Philadelphia).  It must avoid at all costs becoming lukewarm in its passion for Jesus 
(Laodicea).”—Akin.  
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