
Revelation 

Revelation 3:18


Revelation 3:14-22: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ‘I know 
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 ‘So 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.  
17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” 
and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may 
become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the 
shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes 
so that you may see.  19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent.  20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  
21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”


- Verse 18:


• Jesus now confronts this church in their arrogance  and their self-satisfying nature.  
In verses 16-17 Jesus had told them their true standing before God, but now 
Jesus is going to tell them the way back to a right relationship with God.  Jesus 
does not give up on them, He says, I advise or I counsel you.  He is trying to bring 
them to the place where they need to be.    


- Since they are poor they need to buy from Jesus what will make them truly rich.  
“The commercial nature of the verb is perfect for this city; they had ‘bought’ 
everything from earthly merchants and so had gone tot he wrong ‘store….Christ 
is the only proper source of goods that will last, so they have to switch their 
broker from the marketplace to him.’”—Osborne.  This gold is spiritual wealth, 
not some fancy heavenly wealth that we don’t know about.  This can not be 
bought but must be accepted as a gift from God on the basis of faith.    


• This is spiritual wealth that has passed through the refining fire.  Prov. 17:3—
Jesus is the one that tests and refines the heart.  We know what Jesus thinks 
of the hearts of the Laodicean church—Isa. 48:10, 1 Peter 1:7, Ps. 66:10. 
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- Then Jesus tells them that they need white garments because in verse 17 it tells 
us that Jesus said they were naked.  They were clothed in the finest clothing 
that earthly money could buy them but they were spiritually naked.  “Before the 
One whose ‘eyes are a flame of fire’ (1:14), we are stripped naked and exposed 
for who we really are.  We dare not stand in the filthy rags of our own 
righteousness and good deeds.”—Akin.  This clothing that Jesus provides, 
covers their shame and our shame.  This is fine new clothing that brings honor 
instead of shame—Gen. 41:42, Esth. 6:6-11.  What a contrast with the black 
wool the city was know for.  


• White clothing symbolizes righteousness in Revelation—3:4, 3:5, 4:4, 6:11, 
7:9, 7:13-14, 19:14,  Akin wrote, “White clothes symbolized the imputed 
righteousness of the Savior and the righteous acts of the saints.”  We need 
the imputed righteousness of Christ; we need His white garments.  Much like 
Laodicea, we are experts in black garments.  I believe it is not an accident that 
they were known for black clothing and Jesus is telling them that they need to 
be clothed in righteous white clothing.  Jesus calling them naked was a 
symbol of judgement coming down on them, they were not living righteously 
but they were in shame.  Their deeds were far from righteous but they were 
the exact opposite of righteous.  


- Jesus assesses them as being blind.  For a city that was known for its medicine 
and especially for its eye care, we see that Jesus is once again talking about 
their spiritual blindness.  Their earthly accomplishments were meaningless in 
comparison to their spiritual blindness.  They are blind to their spiritual 
conditions.  I think that this becomes easy for us to do.  We are good at blinding 
ourselves to what is happening spiritually.  


• They were blind to what they were and what they were doing.  Only the 
spiritual physician can help them see themselves for who they really are.  Only 
God can help us see ourselves for who we truly are.  They needed the spiritual 
eye salve to help them see what they truly were—John 9:39.  “Jesus now 
says, recognize your blindness or there is no hope of healing.”  


- Have you ever had a moment where God put spiritual eye salve on your 
eyes and you were opened to a whole new way?  


• “Honest evaluation is essential for spiritual restoration.”—Akin.  We have 
to have an honest evaluation and the only way that will happen is if we 
are looking at ourselves, not through our own eyes but through the lenses 
of Christ.  
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- We can not compare ourselves to someone else’s spiritual walk and be 
glad that we are not as bad as them.  We can only compare ourselves 
to the standard that is Jesus Christ.  This will give us a true accurate 
understanding of who we truly are.  We should, on a daily basis, ask 
God to reveal to us our true spiritual condition so that we don’t become 
blind to our spiritual failures.  We need to ask God to remove the blind 
spots where sin hides.  

3


