
Revelation  

Revelation 3:15-17


Revelation 3:14-22: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ‘I know 
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 
‘So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My 
mouth.  17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and 
poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that 
you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that 
the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so 
that you may see.  19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be 
zealous and repent.  20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  
21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.  22 ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”


- Verse 15-16:


• Once again we hear, “I know your deeds.”  What we learn about this church is that 
they are not hot or cold.  “When Jesus examines the Laodicean church, He sees 
nothing to praise or comment—not one single thing.”—Akin.  Ouch!!!  “It was alive, 
but sadly apathetic.”—Boice.   


- They are not good.  Nothing about them is good to God—Heb. 13:16.  Their 
smell is disgusting to God’s nose and their taste is nauseating to him.  


• What does it mean that they are not hot or cold?  We have to look at their 
geographical background to fully understand what Jesus is saying to them.  


- In Hierapolis, which was a city 6 miles north Laodicea, they had hot water.  
They had a hot spring that rose inside the city.  The water ran through town 
and spilled over a plateau and could be seen from Laodicea.  This mountain 
was near 300 feet high and was covered in calcium carbonate.  This water 
was thought to be medically good for people.  
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- Colossae, another city that was near Laodicea, had cold pure water which 
was refreshing and great to drink.  It was one of the only places in the 
region to get this cold water. 


- In Laodicea they had lukewarm water as it would travel the 6 miles from 
Hierapolis to Laodicea.  This water was useless.  It was not good for healing 
or refreshing.  The water as it would travel would allow the calcium 
carbonate deposit  to solidify a bit.  With the lukewarm temperature, the 
particles, and the smell of the water it produced a vomit reflex to those who 
did not live in the town.  “Even today, people in the area place the water in 
jars to cool.”—Osborne.  


• Akin wrote that Jesus is saying something like this to the Laodicean 
church, “You are providing neither healing for the spiritually sick nor 
refreshment for the spiritually thirsty.  You are spiritually lukewarm, and I 
will not tolerate you.”  


- The church is confronted for its spiritual temperature but also for its 
lack of work—Matt. 5:16, Eph. 2:10, James 2:14-18, James 2:26, Col. 
3:23-24.  This church has all that they need to provide spiritual healing 
and to provide refreshment for those that are spiritually thirsty but they 
are not doing it. Jesus tells them they are messing up.  It they continue 
to walk this path Jesus will spit, or more appropriately, vomit them out 
of His mouth.  


• The church should not have matched its water supply.  As we talked 
about, the city was known for its medical school and it medicines so 
the church should have been known for its spiritual healing but it was 
not.  The church should have been different from the city they were in 
but they were not different.  They looked just like the city—Rom. 
12:2, Prov. 4:14-15, John 15:19, 1 John 2:15. 


• What if we look at our church?  Are we providing spiritual healing?  
Are we providing spiritual refreshment?  


- What about you?  Are you providing spiritual healing for people or 
spiritual refreshment?  


- It would be wise to learn from this church in their lack of spiritual 
provision to the community and people around them.  If we ignore 
the problem it will not go away it will just get worse. We must be a 
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people who are constantly recognizing where we are and taking 
spiritual inventory.  


• We see in verse 16 that Jesus offers a warning to the church.  It is simply amazing 
that even in the state that this church is in, Jesus still gives them an opportunity to 
make a change.  Jesus constantly gives us opportunities to make the necessary 
changes in our lives that we need to make.  


- We can not sit in a state of lukewarmness.  This church did not have works or 
deeds as we have looked at and thus they were useless to Christ.  This is a 
terrible spot for any church to find themselves in.  This is a terrible spot for any 
Christian to find themselves in as well.  


• So Jesus tells them that He is about to vomit them out of His mouth.  
Meaning, that God’s judgment was coming soon.  


• So, why were they like this?  What caused the church to become this way?  


- “The Christians in Laodicea had prospered materially, and (as rich people often 
do) they supposed that their happy state was due to their own inherent 
superiority—in their case, spiritual superiority.”—Boice.  They would say 
something similar to this, “God must be happy with what we are doing because 
look at how well we are doing.”  


• One of my favorite musical artist is Josh Garrels.  He wrote a song called, 
Farther Along and in the song he sings this, “Tempted and tried, I wondered 
why The good man dies, the bad man thrives And Jesus cries because he 
loves em’ both We’re all cast-aways in need of rope.”  I think this song fits 
perfectly with what we see happening with the Laodicea church.  They see 
their success as confirmation from God that they are doing the right things but 
as Josh Garrels wrote, “we are all in need of a rope.”  What he is saying is we 
are all in need of that life line to keep us on the shore.  He follows up those 
lines with, “Hangin’ on by the last threads of our hope In a house of mirrors 
full of smoke Confusing illusions I’ve seen.”  Once again I think this is fitting 
for the Laodicean church as they are in a state where they have fallen to the 
mirrors and the smoke in danger of letting go of that lifeline which is Christ.  


• Jesus helps us understand this point when He talks about loving our enemies.  
He makes the point in order to be God’s sons and daughters we will have to 
love even our enemies—Matt. 5:44-45.  The Laodicean church did not even 
love God as they should and they were definitely not loving their city, 
neighbors, or anyone but themselves really.   


3

https://genius.com/Josh-garrels-farther-along-lyrics#note-14921479


- Verse 17: 


• “Indifference will eventually lead to ignorance concerning where we are spiritually.”
—Akin.  We may be able to fool others about our spiritual state, we may be able to 
fool ourselves, but we cannot fool God.  Laodicea was a self-reliant city that 
prided itself in be self-reliance.  “But this commendable attitude in material things 
can can be a disaster if carried over into the spiritual realm.”—Morris.    


- The Laodicean church lived as deceived believers.  They saw themselves as 
wealthy and self made—Luke 12:19.  What we see happen here in verse 17 is 
that Jesus compares their understanding of themselves with His actual 
evaluation.  Jesus dismantles the illusion that the Laodicean church was selling 
to themselves.  We as believers understand and know that our evaluation does 
not mean anything, it is Christ’s evaluation of us that matters.


- We have to take note of the tenses used by Jesus in this verse.  “I am rich....I 
have prospered/wealth....I need nothing.”  “Their boastful pride and self-
sufficiency rendered them ‘blind’ to the truth.”—Osborne.    


• The Laodicean church could not have been further from the truth.  Their 
wealth voided them of needing anything—Hos. 12:8.  Just like the city was so 
rich they did not need Rome’s help when the big earthquake came.  


• They also believe they were rich spiritually as well.  But this spiritual richness 
did not come from God, it came from their own understanding and so Jesus 
calls them poor and wretched.  


- “They may have been a great organization, but they were not a great church
—not in our Lord’s estimation.”—Akin.  Jesus had a totally different view of 
this church than the church had.  Does Jesus have a different view of our 
church than we have?  Does Jesus have a different view of you than you 
have?  


• Jesus reveals their failure in this verse.  He says, “You don’t know.”  They 
wander around in a state of self-deception that blinds them to God’s 
truth.  


- Akin helps us see 5 marks of their true spiritual status: 


• 1. Wretched—Miserable, unfortunate; a word used of ravaged lands, 
devastated countries, pillaging


• 2. Pitiful—pitiable, the object of extreme pity
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• 3. Poor—extreme poverty, like a beggar or pauper; a slap at a city 
that bragged of its wealth, commerce, and banking industry 


• 4. Blind—a dig at a city that prided itself on its ophthalmic school 
and famous Phrygian eye powder


• 5. Naked—ridicule of a city that boasted of its famous glossy black 
wool.  


• “Jesus has judged the Laodiceans.  Now they know who they really are.  They can 
no longer plead ignorance.”—Akin.  They have to act now.  Jesus has issued a 
warning to the church, He has given them His assessment, and now they can not 
stay the same.  


• Vance Havner said, “Smyrna was a rich poor church and Laodicea was a poor rich 
church.  They were blind, shortsighted.  They had no vision of God, of their own 
hearts, of the world’s need. I’d rather be a rich poor Christian than a poor rich 
Christian.”  Is this who you would rather be?  
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