
Revelation 

Revelation 3 

Subject


Revelation 3:14-22: “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the 
faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 15 ‘I know 
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 16 ‘So 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.  
17 ‘Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” 
and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and 
naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 
nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.  
19 ‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.  20 
‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  21 ‘He who overcomes, I 
will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down 
with My Father on His throne.  22 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.’ ”


- Introduction to Laodicea:  


• The church at Laodicea had a problem we have not yet looked at but it is one of 
the most dangerous problems a person, business, or church can have.  This is 
being blind to the problem that you have.  Their condition was nauseating.  This 
church was so self-satisfied and complacent they could not see their problem.  
“They themselves were the enemy.”—Boice.  There was no mention of persecution 
from the Romans, Jews, moral failing from within the church, or false teachers.  
The problem was this church’s own spiritual complacency.  The question that we 
should ask is how did they get to the place where they have a massive problem 
but yet not know about it?  


- Well Laodicea was a trade town that during the Greco-Roman era became very 
rich.  It had several sources of income that made the city wealthy.  It was one of 
the richest cities in the world in its prime.  “Laodicea was the home of bankers, 
traders, and millionaires.”—Boice.      


• The city was on good fertile ground for growing grazing crops.  They had a 
special kind of sheep there in Laodicea that they breed to have a soft and 
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glossy black wool.  This would become popular in the region and all of Rome 
for clothes, carpets, and drapes.


• The city was also big in banking.  “Cicero, the Roman statesmen and 
philosopher of the last days fo the Republic, wrote of cashing his treasure 
bulls of exchange there.”—Mounce.  


• The city was also known for its medical school and had a famous teacher 
Herphilos (330-250b.c.).  What this teacher was known for was putting 
multiple things together to make compound medicines.  The school created 
special ointment for the ears but what they were most known for was the 
special eye mixture that would help heal people’s eyes.  


- Laodicea was so wealthy that when the earthquake of 60 A.D. hit, the city 
was able to rebuild without the help of the Roman government.


- The cities one glaring weakness besides the earthquake issue was the water.  It 
did not have a major source of water nearby so they had to build aqueducts to 
bring water from a hot spring 6 miles away.  


• This kind of aqueduct could be easily cut off in time of battle.  It could also 
create an issue in the dry season.  If and when this happened it left the city 
helpless and in danger of losing some of its resources.


• This also meant that water came from the hot spring 6 miles away and by the 
time it got to Laodicea it was lukewarm.  Not to mention the smell and 
consistency of water that come from a natural hot spring could offer some 
interesting tastes and smells to the water.    


• The church most likely was established by Epaphras—Col. 1:7, 4:12-13.  This 
would have been one of Paul’s men and Paul wrote to the church—Col. 4:16.  


- “The church, like the city itself, had grown fat and complacent, satisfied withers 
wealth but quite devoid of any spiritual depth.  This letter has nothing good to 
say about Laodicea, which was thus worse than Sardis.  There does not seem to 
be a hint of a faithful minority (as in 3:4).”—Osborne.  


- Verse 14: 


• Much of what Jesus says to this church has a lot to do with the city of Laodicea as 
well.  As this church was very much like the city the church was in.  If I had to 
choose a church that would best describe the church in America today it would 
probably be this church.  John Stott wrote, “Perhaps none of the seven letters is 
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more appropriate to the twentieth-century church than this. It describes vividly the 
respectable, sentimental, nominal, skin-deep religiosity which is so widespread 
today. Our Christianity is flabby and anemic. We appear to have taken a lukewarm 
bath of religion.”


- As John records what Jesus is saying to him, Jesus calls Himself the Amen.  
This title is not one we usually think of as a name and we are right.  Only one 
other place in scripture do we see the word Amen used for a name—Isa. 65:16.  
In this reference we see the passage talking about “the God of Amen.”  


• In the Old Testament and in Judaism “amen” was a confirmation or validation 
of something.  If “amen” was spoken after something said it meant that it was 
binding.  


- When we see the name “Amen” this would reveal to us that the person who 
wears the name would be perfect and validated.  When we see this name 
applied to Jesus who is speaking to the church we see that Jesus is 
confirming His perfection, His deity, and that Jesus is truly all that He said 
He was.  This is validating Jesus’ life, ministry, death, resurrection, and 
eternal place.  This reveals that Jesus is the God of truth.  When Jesus calls 
Himself this, He is stating without stating that He is the final answer to all of 
God’s promises—2 Cor. 1:20.  “In short, Jesus alone can be trusted to keep 
his word, unlike the Laodiceans.”—Osborne.    


- Jesus is not only described as “the Amen” but also as faithful.  Jesus not only 
points to the fact that He is faithful but that, He is the pattern in which we should 
follow.  Jesus is the example that we should be attempting to live up to.  


• Jesus’ faithfulness will stand in stark contrast to the unfaithfulness of 
Laodicean church.  Also, to the church in America today but not only to the 
church but also our broken hearts.  


- We are really good at being unfaithful to our God but He is very good 
(actually He has never failed) at being faithful to us.   


- Jesus described Himself also as the “true Witness.”  We have heard this about 
Jesus before in this book—Rev. 1:5.  This uses of these words in these two 
verses is the only time they occur together.   


• Jesus, being the true witness, is in contrast to the Laodicean church as well.  
Jesus has a true and faithful witness while the church He is speaking to has 
very little witness at all.    
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- Jesus also described Himself to this church as “the beginning of creation as 

well.  Jesus is declaring once again not that He was created but that He is what 
all things were created though thus giving Him the authority over all that is 
created—John 1:3, Col. 1;15-18.  “He is first in time and position.”—Akin.  


• “God’s truthfulness is particularly seen in his control of creation, and here this 
is also, a major attribute of Jesus as the Son of God.”—Osborne.  


- How is God’s truthfulness revealed in His control of creation?    
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