
Revelation

Revelation 3 

Revelation 3:7-12


7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this: 8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.  9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down 
at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you have kept 
the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour 
which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  
11‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your 
crown.  12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My 
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down 
out of heaven from My God, and My new name.  13 ‘He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.


- Verse 11: 


• Once again Jesus tells the church of His coming—to Ephesus 2:5, to Pergamum 
2:16, and to Sardis 3:3 all speak of threats to the churches.  Here at Philadelphia it 
is not a threat but a relief.  This is the first time that Jesus’ coming has been 
mentioned as a positive for a church.  Jesus coming will end their time of trial.  “To 
Philadelphia, however, his coming would mean vindication and reward.”—
Osborne.  


• Daniel Akin wrote, “One of the glorious aspects of biblical eschatology is that we 
should live in the hope of the any-time, imminent return of Jesus. Titus 2:13 calls it 
the “the blessed hope.” The phrase or idea that “I am coming quickly” (see 2:5,17; 
3:3; 22:7,12,20) is not a threat of judgment but a promise of deliverance fast on the 
heels of verse 10.”  


- Jesus coming could happen at any moment and these that are in the 
Philadelphian church, and we should be prepared and look forward to His 
coming.  We should be encouraged by His word, we should be confident in His 
name, and we should hope in His promises of deliverance.  
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• Jesus is not telling this church that they could lose their salvation but that they 

could be robbed of future rewards and suffer alone in this life if they take their 
eyes off of Jesus.  Morris wrote, “No-one, of course, can steal their crown.  
But they themselves can forfeit it, as Esau forfeited his place to Jacob, 
Reuben to Judah, and Saul to David.”  Jesus is calling them to a continual 
preservation of their walk with Christ.  


- When they lose their crown it is in an athletic manner.  When an athlete in 
the Greco-Roman world won a race or competition they got a crown.  But 
for every person that won, was several people who lost the crown.  So, 
what Jesus is saying is do not lose your crown to Satan, sin, the world, or 
your old sinful self.  It is always important to remember that a believer as 
well and the non-believer will be judged and stand before almighty God and 
give an account of what we have done—Rom. 14:10-12, Matt. 12:36, 2 Cor. 
5:10, Eccl. 12:13-14.    


- What are ways that we take our eyes off Jesus?  


- How do we regain our focus on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith?  


- Verses 12-13: 


• “To a people continually threatened by earthquakes and the need to flee the city 
when they come, this word would speak powerfully to their hearts.”—Akin.  Alan 
Johnson said, “Often the only parts of the a city left standing after a server quake 
were the huge stone temple columns [pillars].”  They for a time on this earth will 
have to endure uncertainty but for all eternity will not have to worry about 
uncertainty.  So to be this kind of stability in kingdom of God is truly an awesome 
thing to these people who were being rocked by earthquakes.  “In Gal. 2:9 the 
leading apostles are called ‘pillars,’ and in 1 Tim. 3:15 the church is a ‘pillar and 
foundation of the truth.’”—Osborne.  


- To be a pillar of Christ is a place of security, stability, and permanence—Rev. 
21:22.  If God almighty and Jesus are the temple, then temple is the most stable 
and secure place that a person can be.  “No disruption, disturbance, or disaster 
will ever separate us from our Savior”—Rom. 8:38-39.  Those that are believers 
can rest easily because they are permanently in the presence of God.


• The second thing that is promised these in the Philadelphian church is that they 
will have God’s name, the city of God’s name, and Jesus’ name written on them.  
The Philadelphian Church would understand what a new name meant better than 
most people would as the city in which they lived at been renamed at least twice.
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•   The Philadelphian church had a good reputation and their name was not 

tarnished like many of the other churches, but what Jesus is saying to the church 
is that it will only get better.  


- What a message for us Christians in our time and with the climate that is 
surrounding us now.  It seems like we continue to see things get worse and 
worse as we have election issues, talk of corruption, greed that is so strong that 
people are hurt in the process of making money, and oh yeah, a pandemic.  


• Often times we can become overwhelmed by all the bad and forget that no 
matter how bad it gets we have Christ, we are a part of a kingdom that is 
good, and that no matter how bad this world gets; one day it will become 
much better.  


- Jesus is going to give the 3 new names and they are all blessings and honor.  
Having the name of God shows that those that overcome and persevere belong 
to God.  Having the name of the city helps us understand our citizenship in the 
kingdom of God.  Having Christ’s new name show the finality of redemption.   


-   “The receive the name of God, the God of Jesus, the one true God.  They 
received the name of God’s city, the new Jerusalem….They received the new 
name of Jesus.  The names signify identification, character, ownership, and 
recognition.”—Akin.  These new names reveal things about those that wear 
them:  having God’s name signify who our God is, having the name of new 
Jerusalem on us reveals where our home truly is, and having Jesus’ name on us 
reveals who our Lord that we serve is.  


• David Platt rightly says, “This, we remember, is the great reward of the gospel: 
God himself. When we risk our lives to run after Christ, we discover the safety 
that is found only in his sovereignty, the security that is found only in his love, 
and the satisfaction that is found only in his presence. This is the eternally 
great reward, and we would be foolish to settle for anything less.”


- There are 7 promises to this church at Philadelphia.  This is the most of any 
letter.  Once again the church that seemed the weakest has the greatest reward.  


• Every small church in a difficult area of ministry will find this letter 
encouraging. Every Christian uncertain about his or her gifts and place in the 
church as a whole will be comforted.  The basic message is profound: God is 
more interested in faithfulness than success….Does God care only about 
suburban ministry where neighborhoods are exploding with people and 
“church growth” is almost inevitable? I think not. When we get to heaven, the 
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greatest rewards may well be for the kind of Christians who persevered in 
situations like that in Philadelphia, who remained true to the Lord in an 
extremely difficult situation.  They are given an “open door” and a “crown” 
that no one can take away. Still, they can lose it by failing to “hold fast to what 
they have.” Thus the message begins and ends with perseverance, with 
“overcoming” any and all obstacles to the centrality of God and Christ in our 
lives.”—Osborne.   
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