
Revelation

Revelation 3 

Revelation 3:7-12


7 “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one 
opens, says this: 8 ‘I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door 
which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and 
have not denied My name.  9 ‘Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—I will make them come and bow down 
at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 10 ‘Because you have kept 
the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that 
hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on 
the earth.  11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take 
your crown.  12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, 
and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and 
the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 
from My God, and My new name.  13 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.


- Verse 10: 


• This verse is highly debated and it really depends on your end time view of what 
you actually believe about this verse.  “Alan Johnson helps us understand the 
challenges as he wrote, “Related to the promise ‘I will also keep you from the hour 
of trial [HCSB, ‘testing’] that is going to come upon the whole world to test those 
who live on the earth’ are two problems: problems: (1) the identification of the 
“hour of trial” and (2) the precise sense of His phrase “keep you from the hour of 
trial.” Both involve the ongoing debate among evangelical eschatologists over the 
tribulation/rapture question. (“Revelation,” 2006, 632).” 


- So as we get into this verse you are going to see different views on this verse 
and others may have a different view than you do but that is okay to have a 
different view from someone else as long as it is a biblically informed view.  


• Akin views this passage as: 


- “You have keep my word” is talking about Christ’s endurance—2 Thess. 3:5, 
Heb. 12:2-3 and the gospel story.  What Akin is pointing out is that 
endurance of Christ is a model for the church at Philadelphia.  This is what 
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the church at Philadelphia does when trouble comes their way.  They 
pattern their lives after Jesus in His endurance.  


- He then proceeds to the next piece of the passage and writes that the 
response to the endurance of the Philadelphian church is protection from an 
hour of testing.  


• But Akin focuses on the last line of the verse: “those who live on the 
earth.”  He states that when this phrase is used in Revelation it is typically 
referring to non-believer:  6:10, 8:13, 11:10, 12:12, 13:8, 12:14.  


- So, He believes that “hour of testing” is testing on unbelievers.  This 
would be a reference to the tribulation in tip. 6-19.  


- He believes that Jesus is promising deliverance or protection from 
specific testing that rebellious humanity will have to go through.  


• He continues to say, “this verse promises that the church will be 
delivered from the tribulation, thus supporting a pre-tribulation 
Rapture.”  


Define some terms


Tribulation—“The expression “great tribulation” refers to the time of trouble that 
will usher in the second coming of Christ (Matt. 24:21; Rev. 2:22; 7:14). Jesus 
warned that the great tribulation would be so intense that its calamities will nearly 
decimate all of life (Matt. 24:15–22). Jesus’ words in Matt. 24:29 may refer to Dan. 
12:1, “a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 
time” (NASB). This allusion suggests an eschatological view of the great 
tribulation. One’s millennial view usually determines the interpretation of the time 
and nature of this period of intense tribulation. Postmillennialists and 
amillennialists consider the great tribulation as a brief, indefinite period at the end 
of this age, usually identifying it with the revolt of Gog and Magog in Rev. 20:8–9. 
Dispensational premillennialists identify the tribulation with the 70th week of 
Daniel’s prophecy (Dan. 9:27), a period of seven years whose latter half is the great 
tribulation. The rapture of the church precedes a literal, seven-year tribulation, 
which is followed by the second coming of Christ. Historical premillennialists 
(posttribulationalists) assert that the tribulation is a horrific period of trouble 
immediately preceding the millennium and typically teach that believers and 
unbelievers will both undergo this tribulation.”  Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary. 
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Pre-tribulation view—“Pretribulationism teaches that the Rapture occurs before 
the Tribulation starts. At that time, the church will meet Christ in the air, and then 
sometime after that the Antichrist is revealed and the Tribulation begins. In other 
words, the Rapture and Christ’s Second Coming (to set up His kingdom) are 
separated by at least seven years. According to this view, the church does not 
experience any of the Tribulation. Scripturally, the pretribulational view has much 
to commend it. For example, the church is not appointed to wrath (1 
Thessalonians 1:9-10, 5:9), and believers will not be overtaken by the Day of the 
Lord (1 Thessalonians 5:1-9). The church of Philadelphia was promised to be kept 
from “the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world” (Revelation 
3:10). Note that the promise is not preservation through the trial but deliverance 
from the hour, that is, from the time period of the trial.”—GotQuesiton.org.  

• Pretribulational or dispensational premillennialism-the present Church age then the 

rapture of the Church is taken out of this world while the tribulation is happening.  
Then at the end of the 7 year Christ returns with the saints.  They live on the earth for 
1,000 years and at the end of that there is a rebellion and it is over thrown by Christ.  
Resurrection and judgement of non-believers and the remained or new believers then 
the eternal state and the new heaven and new earth will happen.   

▪ Christ will come before the millennium and before the tribulation.  It is 
not more of a secret or hidden way.  He brings the church (all 
believers) to heaven.   

▪ During the 7 year period the signs of Christ will be fulfilled  
▪ Christ will then come after the 7 years and reign for a 1,000 years. 
▪ Because the Church has been removed already God will once again 

focus on the Jews once more.   
▪ At the end of the 1,000 there will be a rebellion and Satan will lose and 

then the eternal state will begin.  New heaven and new earth.   

Rapture—God’s taking the church out of the world instantaneously.  While there 
are differing views of the millennium (Rev. 20:2–7) in relation to Christ’s second 
coming.  The main biblical passage for the rapture (Gk. harpazo) of the church is 1 
Thess. 4:15–17. Other texts often used to support the doctrine of the rapture are 
John 14:1–3 and 1 Cor. 15:51–52. There are three main approaches to 
understanding the rapture in premillennialism: (1) In the pretribulational view Christ 
raptures the church before any part of the seven-year tribulation begins (Dan. 
9:24–27; Matt. 24:3–28; Rev. 11:2; 12:14). Upon Christ’s coming in the air, which is 
distinct from and that precedes His coming to the earth, believers will be “caught 
up together … in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:17 HCSB). In 
this view believers are delivered “from the coming wrath” (1 Thess. 1:10; Rev. 3:10) 
by being taken out of the world. (2) A midtribulational view also sees the rapture as 
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a distinct event that precedes Christ’s second coming and delivers believers from 
the last half of the seven-year period, the “great tribulation” (Matt. 24:15–28; Rev. 
16–18). (3) A posttribulational view holds that the rapture and the second coming 
occur at the same time. Therefore, the church remains on earth during “the time of 
Jacob’s distress” (Jer. 30:7 NASB). Unlike the world, however, believers who go 
through the tribulation will be protected from the devastating outpouring of God’s 
wrath and judgment,” Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary.


• Mounce interprets the verse like this:


- The church was faithful to Jesus even in the mist of trial and difficulty.  He 
says that promise was along the lines of what Jesus said in John 17:15.  “It 
is their perseveration in  trial that is taught.”  


• Mounce goes on to say that it is not a physical protect but a spiritual 
protection that the church is receiving from Jesus—Rev. 7:11, 12:6.  


• The time of testing and tribulation which comes before the establishment 
of the kingdom is when Christ will reward the faithfulness of the church by 
keeping the demonic assaults away from the church.  


• Mounce writes, “The hour of trial is directed toward the entire non-
christians world, but the believer will be kept from it, not by some 
previous appearance of Christ to remove the church bodily from the 
world, but by the spiritual protection he provides against the forces of 
evil.”  


- Mounce is a postmillennial


Postmillennialims view—“Postmillennialism is an interpretation of Revelation chapter 
20 which sees Christ’s second coming as occurring after the “millennium,” a golden 
age or era of Christian prosperity and dominance. The term includes several similar 
views of the end times, and it stands in contrast to premillennialism (the view that 
Christ’s second coming will occur prior to His millennial kingdom and that the 
millennial kingdom is a literal 1000-year reign) and, to a lesser extent, amillennialism 
(no literal millennium).  Postmillennialism is the belief that Christ returns after a period 
of time, but not necessarily a literal 1000 years. Those who hold this view do not 
interpret unfulfilled prophecy using a normal, literal method. They believe that 
Revelation 20:4-6 should not be taken literally. They believe that “1000 years” simply 
means “a long period of time.” Furthermore, the prefix “post-” in “postmillennialism” 
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denotes the view that Christ will return after Christians (not Christ Himself) have 
established the kingdom on this earth.”—GotQuestion.org. 


• Postmillennialism-We are in the present or church age.  This will give way to a 
millennium period.  Which is an age of hope and great penetration of the people with 
the Gospel.  At the end of this millennium Jesus returns.  This is accompanied by the 
resurrection and judgement.  Which then come the eternal state.  New heaven and 
new earth.   
o Christ will return after the millennium.   
o The progress of the Gospel will gradually increase so that larger number of the 

worlds population will become Christians.  As a result there will be 
signification Christian influence on society.   

o This period of prosperity will not be a literal 1,000 year period 

• Leon Morris writes about verse 10: 


- “The Same verb is used of Christ’s keeping the Philadelphians as of their 
seeing His word.  There is a justice about it all.”  


- He asserts that ‘keep you from the hour of testing’ could mean “keep you 
from undergoing the trial” or “keep you right through the trial.” He points 
that the greek could mean either one of those statements. 


- He points out that the trial is a serious test that will be over the whole world 
and on those that live on the earth. But then he makes the statement, “the 
heathen are not simply judged and punished, but tested.  God is giving 
them another opportunity.”  


• Morris is an amillennialism.  


Amillennialism is the name given to the belief that there will not be a literal 1,000-year 
reign of Christ. The people who hold to this belief are called amillennialists. The 
prefix “a-” in amillennialism means “no” or “not.” Hence, “amillennialism” means “no 
millennium.” This differs from the most widely accepted view called premillennialism 
(the view that Christ’s second coming will occur prior to His millennial kingdom and 
that the millennial kingdom is a literal 1,000-year reign) and from the less-widely 
accepted view called postmillennialism (the belief that Christ will return after 
Christians, not Christ Himself, have established the kingdom on this earth).  
However, in fairness to amillennialists, they do not believe that there is no millennium 
at all. They just do not believe in a literal millennium—a literal 1,000-year reign of 
Christ on earth. Instead, they believe that Christ is now sitting on the throne of David 
and that this present church age is the kingdom over which Christ reigns. There is no 

5

http://GotQuestion.org


Revelation
doubt that Christ is now sitting on a throne, but this does not mean that it is what the 
Bible refers to as the throne of David. There is no doubt that Christ now rules, for He 
is God. Yet this does not mean He is ruling over the millennial kingdom.”—
GotQuestion.org. 


• Amillennialism-The next event that these look forward to is the return of Christ.  It 
will be accompanied by the resurrection of believers and judgement.  This will give 
way the the eternal state of new heaven and new earth.  Where is the millennium?  We 
are in the millennium.  The millennium is the church age.   
o Satan’s influence has been greatly reduced.  
o Those who reign with Christ for a 1,000 year are already with Christ in 

heaven. 
o There is no future millennium.   
o The 1,000 year period is not a literal time period but a figural idea.   

• Osborne tells us that the church kept obeying the teaching of Christ and 
followed Him so Jesus will keep or protect them.  He wrote, “The debate is 
whether it means, ‘protect from’ or remove from,’ and the issue centers on the 
significance of ex (ek, out of).”  

- Osborne points out that ‘the hour of trial’ is referring to the final end-times 

trials before the eschaton (the final even in the divine plan; the end of the 
world).  This trial involves the whole world.  

• With this and much more that he walks through he arrives at the idea that 

this is a “protection rather than exemption from the trial is more likely.”  
The Philadelphian church will be protected from the wrath of God but not 
from the wrath of Satan.  


• Osborne is a Premillennialist 


“Premillennialism as a system is primarily based on a literal method of biblical 
interpretation. The main premise of premillennialism is that Jesus will literally return 
to the earth before (pre) the millennium begins and that He himself will inaugurate 
and rule over it. Premillennialists can be divided into two groups with respect to their 
central approach to the prophetic Scriptures, historic premillennialists and 
dispensational premillennialists. The basic difference between the two is the 
emphasis that each gives to the nation of Israel during the millennium, the period of a 
thousand years during which Christ will reign on earth (see Revelation 20:1-7).


Historic premillennialists believe that scriptural prophecy, especially the 
passages in Daniel and Revelation, give the entire history of the Church in 
symbolic form. Thus, they look into the Church’s past and present to find 
prophetic fulfillment and to see where they are in God’s prophetic timetable. 
Most historic premillennialists hold that the nation of Israel will undergo a 
national salvation immediately before the millennium is established, but there will 
be no national restoration of Israel. Thus, the nation of Israel will not have a 
special role or function that is distinct from the Church. 
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In contrast to historic premillennialism, dispensational premillennialism has 
gained popularity among modern evangelicals. Dispensational premillennialists 
hold that the second coming of Christ, and subsequent establishment of the 
millennial kingdom, is to be preceded by a seven-year-long period known as the 
“Tribulation,” the earthly activity of the Antichrist as well as the outpouring of 
God’s wrath on mankind. Dispensational premillennialists hold that the nation of 
Israel will be saved and restored to a place of preeminence in the millennium. 
Thus, Israel will have a special function of service in the millennium that is 
different from that of the Church.


Another difference is that most dispensational premillennialists hold that the 
millennium is for a literal 1,000 years, while some historic premillennialists 
assert that the 1,000 years is figurative for a long period of time. Basically, 
the fundamental difference between historic premillennialism and 
dispensational premillennialism consists in the latter’s insistence on 
maintaining a distinction between the nation of Israel and the Church. 
According to dispensationalists, the millennium will be a period of history in 
which God reverts back to fulfilling His Old Testament promises made to 
ethnic Israel, after this modern “Church Age” in which we live today is 
concluded. As such, the millennium will be a state of Jewish dominion over 
all the world, along with a newly restored Jewish temple and priesthood.”—
GotQuestion.org 


• Classic or historical premillennialism-Before the millennium JC will return.  This was 
the view of the early church.  Present church age is the one between the first and 
second coming of Christ.  Then there will be a tribulation period of time.  Once the 
tribulation time is over Christ returns and resurrection of believers will happen.  Then 
there will be a millennium time were people will live on earth with Christ.  Satan will 
try to revolt and rebel at the end of this period but they will lose.  Resurrection and 
judgement of non-believers and the remained or new believers will happen then the 
eternal state and the new heaven and earth. 
o Christ will return before the millennium  
o After the tribulation Christ will return to set up his reign which is a literal 

1,000 year period.   
o Believers will be raised and reign with JC on the earth for that 1,000 year 

time.  
o After this Satan will try to revolt and a last rebellion against Christ and his 

forces.   
o Satan will be defeated and the Believers will be resurrected and judge and 

then the eternal state will happen.   
o Christ returns to set up his kingdom for 1,000 years on earth.
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