
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Revelation 2:1-7 Introduction

- Now, the 7 letters to the churches will be looked at.  “They are each unique in their 

circumstances, makeup, and situation.” Akin.  These churches were all located on 
major travel routes and would be a great place for the book of Revelation to go out 
from.     


- It is important to take note how Jesus identifies Himself to each church.  He will be 
specific to each church.  


• Ephesus—Holds the seven stars in his right hand, and walks among the seven 
golden lampstands. 


• Smyrna—The First and the Last, who did and came to life again. 


• Pergamum—He is the one who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 


• Thyatira—His eyes like a flame of fire and feet are like burnished bronze. 


• Sardis—Has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.


• Philadelphia—The holy one, the true on, who has the key of David, who opens and 
on one will shut, who shuts and on one opens.  


• Laodicea—The Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s 
creation.  


- The message that will be conveyed throughout the 7 letters is for the whole church, 
not just the individual churches.  With that being said these letters are written to 
actual, real, existing churches.  


- There is a general pattern that is followed in the letters: 


• 1. A Greeting


• 2. A title for Christ


• 3. The I know praise statement (except Laodicea)


• 4. A criticism of the church (except Smyrna and Philadelphia) 


• 5. A warning


• 6. An urging 


• 7. A promise 

Rev. 2:1-7:  “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right 
hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2 ‘I know your deeds and your 
toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call 
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themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance 
and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary.  4 ‘But I have this against you, that 
you have left your first love.  5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the 
deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—
unless you repent.  6 ‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 
grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’


- “Ephesus of the four most powerful cities in the Roman Empire (with Rome, 
Alexandria, and Syrian Antioch), Ephesus, a city of more than a quarter of a million 
people, lay at the harbor where the Cayster River met the Aegean Sea in western 
Asia Minor.”—Osborne. 


- The cities was the convergence of 3 great trade routes.  It was a great commercial 
center.  “The traveler from Rome landing at Ephesus would proceed up a magnificent 
avenue thirty-five feet wide and lined with columns that led form the harbor to the 
center of the city…..By NT times it had grown to more than a quarter of a million 
population.”—Mounce.  It was considered a free city which mean the Roman 
government gave it the right to self-govern.   


- It was also a city of many religions.  The city had famous status of neokoros, and a 
great temple, the Artemis(Diana in Latin), which was one of the 7 wonders of the 
world.  Augustus allowed 2 temples to be built in Ephesus in his honor.  “Domitian 
had named Ephesus ‘guardian’ of the imperial cult, making it the foremost center of 
the imperial cult in Roman Asia.”—Keener.  Ephesus was also known for Artemis 
worship—Acts 19:23-40.  It had temples built for the emperors Claudius, Harian, and 
Severus as well.  It was also know for the practice of magic—Acts 19:13-19.  


- “The Christian faith came to Ephesus perhaps with Aquila and Priscilla about A.D. 52 
when Paul left them there en route from Corinth to Antioch (Acts 18:18-22).”—
Mounce.  Paul spent over 2 years in Ephesus getting a church going—Acts 19:8&10.  
Paul also wrote the book of Ephesians to this church he established.  Timothy was 
there for a time as well—1 Tim. 1:3.  From what we have understood from the book 
of Revelation so far, that John spent time there to have a connection with them of 
authority but also of family.  Tradition tells us that John probably left Patmos and 
lived in Ephesus.  


- Ephesus having false teachers should be no surprise knowing how many cults there 
were.  Those cults would try to find their way into the church—Acts 20:29-30, 1 Tim. 
1:3-7.  
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