
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:8-11

- 8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  The first and the last, who was 

dead, and has come to life, says this: 9 ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but 
you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but 
are a synagogue of Satan.  10 ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 
devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will 
have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life.  11 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 
who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’


• Verse 9: 


- Jesus knows the trouble that has come on the church at Smyrna.  He knows the 
difficulties that go along with what is happening to the church.  “He is fully aware 
of the pressures brought upon the faithful….In an antagonistic environment it 
would be difficult for the Christian to make a living, and thus many were 
economically destitute.”—Mounce.  They may have even been violently 
persecuted and robbed—Heb. 10:34.  


• First, Jesus knows their afflictions.  This is the great trouble that they are 
going through that was crushing them.  We really see the strength of these 
believers was so strong.  “John assumes that the people of Smyrna (as typical 
of faithful Christians everywhere) share his own attitude to physical suffering: 
he speaks lightly of it, as one speaks of familiar things.”—Morris.    


- Their poverty was not a spiritual poverty but a material poverty.  They were rich 
spiritually—James 2:5, 2 Cor. 6:10.  


• Second, John speaks of their poverty.  This is extreme poverty, like, having 
having nothing at all.  Yet, Christ says there is a richness in spiritual things.  
These spiritual things or spiritual richness has nothing to do with this world’s 
wealth.  “In spite of the affliction you are going through, God has given you 
spiritual riches beyond your wildest dreams.”—Osborne.    


- Christianity was not exactly legal in Smyrna which made it easy for 
Christians to be taken advantage of.  “The likely causes of such ‘poverty’: 
mobs (both Jewish and pagan, stirred up by Jewish hatred) destroying their 
property, the fact that Christians were often among the poorer classes to 
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begin with, the liberality of Christians giving in times of pressure (2 Cor. 
8:2-5), the loss of jobs in a pagan atmosphere.  The simple fact of Jewish 
opposition meant that Christians would no longer enjoy the protection and 
tolerance the Romans often granted Jewish people, for the Romans 
stopped giving the Christians the right to worship their God (an exception 
granted only to the Jewish people and for a while given to Christians as a 
Jewish sect).”—Osborne.  We should not be surprised that poverty would 
be a part of or often has been a part of the Christian’s life as the world hates 
the children of God—John 15:18-16:4. 


• “Every time ‘poor’ occurs in Revelation it is contrasted in some way with 
‘rich.’  It is clear that both poverty and wealth (in the churches of Sardis 
and Laodicea) were major problems for these churches.”—Osborne.    


- Jesus is also aware of the terrible things that people were saying about the 
Christians.  “Jewish hostility to Christians seems to have stemmed both from 
their convictions that to worship a Galilean peasant who had died a criminals’ 
death would be blasphemy and the apparent success of the Christians in 
evangelizing God-fearers and even some from within Judaism.  Antagonism 
against believers would lead Jews to become informers for the Roman 
overlords.”—Mounce.  


• Third, John speaks of the slander of the Christians.  The Jews were some of 
the main slanders—Rom. 2:25&28-29.  “To be a Jew means more than to 
assess outward membership of the race.”—Morris.  So too, must a Christian 
be more than a name and some behavior changes—Ezek. 11:19, 2 Cor. 5:17, 
Ps. 51:10, Ezek. 36:26.  


- “Like the Jews of John 8:31-47 who claimed to be descendants of Abraham, 
they were, instead, of their father the devil.  The hostile Jews of Smyrna were, in 
fact, ‘a synagogue of Satan’ (the latter term is Hebrew and means ‘adversary’; 
its Greek equivalent means ‘slanderer’ or ‘false accuser’).”—Mounce.  


• Fourth, John says that these Jews are actually Satan’s children—Rev. 12:10.  
With them being hostile and persecuting the follower of Christ, these Jews 
were doing the work of the evil one; they were tools for Satan. 


- These Jews were actually working for Satan, God’s archenemy.  In 
slandering God’s people they were also slandering God.  Not only is it a 
synagogue of Satan but it is also a synagogue that is working with Rome.   
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- The 3 things that Jesus knows about this church are not typically looked at as 

strengths—tribulations, poverty, and slander.  They would be looked at as 
problems or tragedies.  “This is because the church today has forgotten the 
centrality of ‘the fellowship of his suffering’ (Phil. 3:10) for the early church.  
Suffering for Christ was a privilege, not just a sorrow.  It was certainly 
‘painful’ (Heb. 12:11) but was also considered a participation in Christ at a 
deeper level.”—Osborne.  


• Verse 10: 


- They are not to be afraid of what is coming their way—Matt. 10:28, 2 Tim. 3:12.  
God should be our strength in time of trouble—Ps. 46:1-3.  But they needed to 
know that a time is coming were they will endure persecution, maybe even to 
the point of death.  It is not a matter of if persecution is coming but more a when 
persecution comes.  Some would be imprisoned, some would endure 
persecution, and others would have to endure death—James 1:12.     


• This persecution would cause those that were not fully committed to turn 
away from the church and the faith.  “It is Satan’s purpose to ‘tempt’ them to 
apostatize, but God’s purpose was to ‘test’ their faith…..There are no 
promises of any easy life in Scripture.  Instead there are promises of divine 
comfort and blessing in the midst of suffering.”—Osborne.  


- “While this persecution would be carried out by Roman authorities, it was in 
reality the devil himself who was responsible for their plight.  He is the one 
who would try their fifth through imprisonment and tribulation.”—Mounce.  
God is supreme though.  “Even through the devil and even men he works 
out his purposes.  The imprisonment will be to test you.  The clear 
implication is that God will see them through the test.”—Morris.  “Jesus 
assures them that their accuser will try to harm them. but Christ will use the 
Devil’s evil intentions to refine and prove them.  He will reveal their faith, 
loyalty, and love for Him.”—Akin.    


• 10 days does not necessarily point to 10 actual days.  It may point to the 
completion of their suffering.  “It is only for a limited time that you will 
have to endure, even though endurance will be tested to the limit.”—
Niles.  10 days was the time of Daniel’s testing—Dan. 1:12-15.  What this 
points to is a limited time of affliction.  It will have an end and God will 
control it.   
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- In the ancient world, prison was not a place where you would go and serve a 

sentence of time for your crime.  It was a place where a person who was 
accused awaited punishment—Acts 16:22-24.  


- “The church is to continue faithful even though it may lead to death (Rev. 12:11, 
Heb. 12:4).”—Mounce.  


• If they do continue faithfully, the reward is the crown of life.  This is not a royal 
crown but more of a wreath crown that was given to the victor of games.  The 
crown itself does not have value but what the crown symbolizes is where the 
value is.  Smyrna was famous for games, as they had one big stadium, this 
would have made sense to those in Smyrna.  “F. F. Bruce thinks that the 
imagery is suggested by the circle of colonnaded buildings on the crest of Mt. 
Pagos called the crown of Smyrna.”—Mounce.  “The believer who remains 
faithful even when it means death will receive the trophy of victory.”—Morris.  


- We in the western world have to prepare for the possibility of being under a time 
of persecution as well.  Those who oppose Christianity are growing in our 
country and if they oppose Christ they will oppose us.  “Not only will they say 
we are wrong; they will say we are bigoted, dangerous, and evil.  We will be 
slandered as antichoice, anti-diversity, antigay, anti-inclusion, anti-intolerance.  
We can anticipate economic boycotts, governmental restrictions, and social 
ostracism.”—Akin.  Eventually we will most likely encounter the persecution that 
come to the church of Smyrna churches way; imprisonment and death. 


• How do we respond?  Just like the church at Smyrna; do not be afraid, expect 
it, knowing the testing prunes and refines our faith.   


• Verse 11:


- The one that overcomes is promised that they will not be hurt by the second 
death.  


• What is second death?  “There is something worse, far worse, than physical 
death: spiritual and eternal death, what is here called ‘the second death.’”—
Akin.  It is called the lake of fire in Rev. 20:14, and in Rev. 21:8 it is the not a 
great place as well.  This second death is eternal punishment and another way 
to refer to hell.  This second death is what Jesus came to save us from.  This 
second death will have no power over those that are in Christ Jesus—Rev. 
20:6.  


4



Revelation
• “Martyrdom my end this life, but will be no ‘second death for those who 

‘overcome’ this world.”—Osborne. 


Approximately 60 years after John wrote these words to the church at Smyrna, there 
would indeed be a man “who would not be afraid of what you are about to suffer” and 
who was “faithful until death.” He was their pastor. His name was Polycarp. Irenaeus, 
who heard him teach, said he had been a disciple of John. Pastor Polycarp was greatly 
loved and respected by his people. However, the citizens of Smyrna and their 
governmental official did not share their sentiment. In AD 155 Polycarp would be 
arrested, quickly tried, and martyred. He was burned at the stake and then stabbed to 
finish the job. Below is the record of his death—the oldest account of a Christian dying 
for the Lord Jesus outside the New Testament. Polycarp, when he first heard of it, was 
not perturbed, but desired to remain in the city. But the majority induced him to 
withdraw, so he retired to a farm not far from the city and there stayed with a few 
friends, doing nothing else night and day but pray for all men and for the churches 
throughout the world, as was his constant habit. . . . Forthwith those searching for him 
arrived. And when they did not find him, they seized two young slaves, one of whom 
confessed under torture. For it was really impossible to conceal him, since the very 
ones who betrayed him were of his own household. . . . Late in the evening they came 
up with him and found him in bed in the upper room of a small cottage. Even so he 
could have escaped to another farm, but he did not wish to do so, saying, “God’s will 
be done.” Thus, when he heard of their arrival, he went downstairs and talked with 
them, while those who looked on marveled at his age and constancy, and at how there 
should be such zeal over the arrest of so old a man. Straightway he ordered food and 
drink, as much as they wished, to be set before them at that hour, and he asked them 
to give him an hour so that he might pray undisturbed. And when they consented, he 
stood and prayed—being so filled with the grace of God that for two hours he could 
not hold his peace, to the amazement of those who heard. And many repented that 
they had come to get such a devout old man. When at last he had finished his prayer, 
in which he remembered all who had met with him at any time, both small and great, 
both those with and those without renown, and the whole [universal] church throughout 
the world, the hour of departure having come, they mounted him on an ass and 
brought him into the city. . . . There the chief of the police, Herod, and his father, 
Nicetas, met him and transferred him to their carriage, and tried to persuade him, as 
they sat beside him, saying, “What harm is there to say ‘Lord Caesar,’ and to offer 
incense and all that sort of thing, and to save yourself?” At first he did not answer 
them. But when they persisted, he said, “I am not going to do what you advise me.” 
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Then when they failed to persuade him, they uttered dire threats and made him get out 
with such speed that in dismounting from the carriage he bruised his shin. But without 
turning around, as though nothing had happened, he proceeded swiftly, and was led 
into the arena, there being such a tumult in the arena that no one could be heard . . . 
and when finally he was brought up, there was a great tumult on hearing that Polycarp 
had been arrested. Therefore, when he was brought before him, the proconsul asked 
him if he were Polycarp. And when he confessed that he was, he tried to persuade him 
to deny [the faith], saying, “Have respect to your age”—and other things that 
customarily follow this, such as, “Swear by the fortune of Caesar; change your 
mind”; . . . the proconsul was insistent and said: “Take the oath, and I shall release you. 
Curse Christ.” Polycarp said: “Eighty-six years I have served him, and he never did me 
any wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?”. . . The proconsul said: “I 
have wild beasts. I shall throw you to them, if you do not change your mind.” But he 
said: “Call them. For repentance from the better to the worse is not permitted us; but it 
is noble to change from what is evil to what is righteous.” And again [he said] to him, “I 
shall have you consumed with fire, if you despise the wild beasts, unless you change 
your mind.” But Polycarp said: “The fire you threaten burns but an hour and is 
quenched after a little; for you do not know the fire of the coming judgment and 
everlasting punishment that is laid up for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, 
do what you will.” And when he had said these things and many more besides he was 
inspired with courage and joy, and his face was full of grace, so that not only did it not 
fall with dismay at the things said to him, but on the contrary, the proconsul was 
astonished, and sent his own herald into the midst of the arena to proclaim three times: 
“Polycarp has confessed himself to be a Christian.”


When this was said by the herald, the entire crowd of Gentiles and Jews who lived in 
Smyrna shouted with uncontrollable anger and a great cry: “This one is the teacher of 
Asia, the father of the Christians, the destroyer of our gods, who teaches many not to 
sacrifice nor to worship.” Such things they shouted and asked the official Philip that he 
let loose a lion on Polycarp. But he said it was not possible for him to do so, since he 
had brought the wild-beast sports to a close. Then they decided to shout with one 
accord that he burn Polycarp alive. . . . Then these things happened with such 
dispatch, quicker than can be told—the crowds in so great a hurry to gather wood and 
kindling from the workshops and the baths, the Jews being especially zealous, as 
usual, to assist with this. . . . Straightway then, they set about him the material 
prepared for the pyre. And when they were about to nail him also, he said: “Leave me 
as I am. For he who grants me to endure the fire will enable me also to remain on the 
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pyre unmoved, without the security you desire from the nails.” So they did not nail him, 
but tied him. And with his hands put behind him and tied, like a noble ram out of a 
great flock ready for sacrifice, a burnt offering ready and acceptable to God, he looked 
up to heaven and said: “Lord God Almighty, Father of thy beloved and blessed Servant 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have received full knowledge of thee, ‘the God of 
angels and powers and all creation’ and of the whole race of the righteous who live in 
thy presence: I bless thee, because thou hast deemed me worthy of this day and hour, 
to take my part in the number of the martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, for ‘resurrection 
to eternal life’ of soul and body in the immortality of the Holy Spirit; among whom may I 
be received in thy presence this day as a rich and acceptable sacrifice, just as thou 
hast prepared and revealed beforehand and fulfilled, thou that art the true God without 
any falsehood. For this and for everything I praise thee, I bless thee, I glorify thee, 
through the eternal and heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, thy beloved Servant, 
through whom be glory to thee with him and Holy Spirit both now and unto the ages to 
come. Amen.” And when he had concluded the Amen and finished his prayer, the men 
attending to the fire lighted it. . . .


Exalting Jesus in Revelation (Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary) . B&H 
Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 


John 15:18&20: “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated 
you. 20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep 
yours also.
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