
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Revelation 2:8-11

- Rev. 2:8-11, “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the last, 

who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 9 ‘I know your tribulation and your 
poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and 
are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  10 ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. 
Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, 
and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.  11 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.’


- Introduction: 


• Smyrna is one of the 7 cities that John writes that is still in existence today.  It is 
called Izmir.  Smyrna was a proud and beautiful city and considered to be one of 
the greatest cities of the region.  Smyrna and Ephesus were battling it out for the 
first city of Asia.  “Smyrna lay about thirty-five miles north of Ephesus on the east 
shore of the Aegean Sea.”—Mounce.  Smyrna was one of the most important 
cities in Asia Minor.  


• It was well located and had great natural features.  It had an excellent harbor 
which included a well protected gulf.  “Its excellent harbor was sufficiently narrow 
at the mouth that it could be closed for protection in time of war.”—Mounce.  It 
was a trade outlet of a rich valley called the Hermus but it also served the regions 
beyond the Hermus valley.  Smyrna was second to Ephesus in imports.  


• It was an important center for the imperial cult in Asia.  It was the second city to 
this privilege.  “It was one of the first cities to worship the Roman emperor and it 
won the honor of erecting a temple to him in the reign of Tiberius.  Indeed there 
was a temple to the goddess of Rome as early as 195 b.c.”—Morris.  In 26 a.d. it 
was elected out of 10 other cities to build a temple to the emperor Tiberias.  
“Politically, the city was close with Rome….The Roman orator Cicreo paid Smyrna 
a great compliment in calling her ‘the city of our most faithful and most ancient 
allies.’”—Akin.     


• “It maintained an excellent relationship with Rome and was one of four cities (with 
Ephesus, Pergamum, and Sardis) to host the provincial assembly.”—Osborne.
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• In anywhere from 580-600 b.c. the cities was destroyed by Alyattes, the king of 

Lydia.  “Alexander the Great came through in 334 b.c. he commissioned that it be 
rebuilt.  This was done in 290 b.c. by Lysimachus and Antigonus, two of his 
successors.  The city was rebuilt closer to the harbor, and its architecture made it 
one of the most pleasing cities in Asia:  famous temples (the temples of Zeus and 
Cybele were connected by a mall that was the envy of the ancient world), a group 
of buildings called ‘the crown of Smyrna,’ an acropolis on Mount Pagos and a 
beautiful roadway called ‘the Street of Gold.’”—Osborne.  “It boasted a famous 
stadium, library, and public theater (the largest in Asia).  It claimed to be the brith 
place of the great epic poet Homer.”—Mounce.    


• In the time John was writing, the population my have been around 200,000 people.  
“Coins describe the city as ‘First of Asia in beauty and size.’”—Mounce.  


• The city had a large Jewish population and the Jews had built a relationship with 
the Romans in such a way that the Jews were exempt from worshiping the 
emperor. Rome knew that the Israelites were monotheistic so they allowed them to 
not have to worship Roman gods or the emperor as god.  


- This Jewish community and “many synagogue leaders seem to have felt it 
necessary to distinguish themselves sharply from Christians or even to make the 
Jewish Christians unwelcome in the synagogues…..Many Asian Jewish leaders 
were probably nervous about being associated with prophetic, messianic 
movement like Christianity.”—Keener.  


• The Christians in Smyrna were heavily persecuted by gentiles and Jews alike.  The 
2 groups of people would encourage one another in persecution of the Christians 
living in the city.  “Roman officials normally depended on informers as accusers 
before they would prosecute a case, and this was true for prosecution of 
Christians in Asia in the decades immediately following Revelation’s publication.  
Once admitted, however, such accusations often became excuses for destroying 
other on flimsy evidence if the officials would permit it.”—Keener.  


- “Christianity thus became a double threat, not only religious but political.  It is 
common to theorize that the edict under Domitian demanding emperor worship 
made it easy to persecute Christians, and that the Jews were active in 
denouncing Christians to the authorities, possibly to deflect attention from 
themselves…..In addition, in the 80s Judaism had excommunicated the 
Christian ‘heretics’ from their synagogues, and they wanted nothing to do with 
them.”—Osborne.  
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- Verse 8:  


• Jesus’ description of Himself was specific to each church that He has John write.  
So Jesus says, “The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.” 
“This title used of God in Isaiah 44:6 and 48:12.  The characteristic of deity are 
appropriately ascribed to Christ.”—Akin. 


• It is interesting that the city had gone through a death, if you will, and had been 
resurrected.  It had recovered from death to a prominent and beautiful city.  “Jesus 
by contrast, truly rose from death.  Whatever the merit of this proposal, the primary 
emphasis on Jesus’ resurrection here is the promise to the Smyrnean Christians, 
who may face death.”—Keener.   


- Jesus is revealing that Smyrna may take the lives of a person but if they are 
Christ’s, then Jesus guarantees a future life.  “A suffering church like Smyrna 
needed the assurance that their ultimate future was already secure, even though 
their present lives were distressing.”—Osborne.  


- Jesus is revealing His eternal sovereignty.  He is Lord over all things, all times, 
and He will have the last word.  He is aware of the circumstance of His people 
now and in the future.  Jesus will vindicate His followers of their suffering or 
persecution.  


• “If the First and Last draws attention to His deity, ‘the One who was dead and 
come to life’ speaks to His humanity.  The former emphasized His authority 
over time.  The latter emphasizes His authority over death and life.”—Akin.  
Jesus knew death more than we will know death and yet He defeated it.  


- Like Jesus, this church has been walking the path in which Jesus walked.  
They have been suffering and been persecuted.  They may even walk the 
road to death for their faith.  They should not lose heart—Phil. 1:21. 


• “This message was especially relevant to a church undergoing terrible 
opposition; they needed to hear that Jesus was still preeminent and 
watching over them.”—Osborne.     


- Ultimately, the message Jesus gets across by this title is that He was 
victorious over death and if a person believes in Him, having a 
relationship with Him, they can face martyrdom knowing that 
faithfulness is rewarded with eternal life.  
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