
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Revelation 2:1-7


1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.  2 “ ‘I know 
your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those 
who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my 
name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the 
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 


- Verse 5:  


• So the church had lost its love for God and for others.  The church was sound in 
their theology, doctrine, and in their actions but the motive, meaning, and heart 
behind the actions were off.  So if you remember back to the intro of Revelation 2, 
I told you there was a greeting, a title for Christ, an-I know praise, a criticism of the 
church, a warning, an urging, and a promise.  Here in verse 5 we have the warning.  


• “All as not well, but all was not lost.  It never is with Jesus and His church.  Our 
great physician has diagnosed the illness.”—Akin.  


• There are 3 steps that the church needs to accomplish to come back to where 
Jesus is calling them to come back.  

- First, the church is called to remember where they have come from.  Jesus calls 

the church to remember the early days when the church was full of love.  
“Memory can be a powerful force in effecting a return to a more satisfying 
relationship (when the prodigal son in Luke 15:17-18 ‘came to his sense’ he 
remembered that his father’s hired men had more than enough to eat while he 
was starving).”—Mounce.


• Much like the prodigal, it become very easy to slip away gradually and not 
realize what is going on.  “A useful counter is to go back in thought to the first 
days.”—Morris.  This word “remember” in the greek is not a single moment of 
remembering but an ongoing call to remember.  Keep remembering, hold on 
to that memory, and never forget when their relationship with Christ was so 
close.  
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- It is interesting that love is the height, the pinnacle from where they had 

fallen.  They need to “remember” and continue in the attitude they once 
had.  How do they do that?  


- Second, they make a decisive break from what they were doing; this is called 
repenting.  Christians should never linger with sin or stay around it.  “Bear in 
mind the loving relationship you once enjoyed and make a clean break with your 
present manner of life!”—Mounce. 


• “To repent is to undergo a change of mind resulting in a change of 
attitude and action.  It is to think differently about your sin.”—Akin.  Jesus 
reminds the Ephesian church, and us, that work is not a substitute for 
love.  Deeds are not to replace devotion—Mark 7:6.   


- Third, they need to do the things they did at first.  They did things at first from 
their love.  “The love that John requires is not an ‘undiscriminating amiability 
(The quality of having friendly and pleasant manner),’ but an attitude toward the 
brethren that expresses itself in loving acts.”—Mounce.  For the church to 
repent they have to take an active role.  They have to get involved and do 
something.  “It is a radical redirection of one’s entire life.”—Mounce.  


- Here is a lengthy quote from Daniel Akin, but I think it captures the heart of what 
Jesus is saying fantastically: “The first works are the key to restoring their first 
love.  When the days with Jesus were so sweet and precious you could think of 
no one else, what were you doing?  What were you thinking?  You could not 
believe He loved someone like you!  That He forgave someone like you!  That He 
wanted someone like you!  You walked, talked, sang, and thought of Him all day 
long….The place where you first fell in love with Christ is the place where you 
first understood He loved you, not because you deserved it or could even earn it 
but because He just did.”


• If the church does not repent, then Jesus will remove their lampstand.  
Which means that if the church does not embrace love, the congregation 
will stop being a church at some point. 

- This removal of the lampstand seems to point to a destruction of the 

church in some capacity.  A church that is loveless can only go on for 
so long.  But there is hope in this.  If they repent, then they will be 
saved and continue to do the work of God.    


- Verse 6: 


• Jesus then tells the church that they hate the Nicolaitans just as Christ does.  This 
group is mentioned here and in the letter to Pergamum.  Others believed that in 
the eating food sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality in the letter to Thyatira is 
also the work of the Nicolaitans.  Some commentators believe that the Nicolaitians 
followed the teachings of Balaam. 
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• We don’t really know anything about the Nicolaitans for sure.  “Irenaeus says that 

they owed their origin to Nicolas, who was one of the Seven (Acts 6:5).  Clement of 
Alexadria defends Nicolas saying that he was misunderstood.  All here is 
conjecture.”—Morris.  “Clement of Alexandria identified the followers of Nicolaus 
as a Gnostic sect who, ‘abandoning themselves to pleasures like goats, as if 
insulting the body, let a life of self-indulgence.  Tertullian asserted that the 
Nicolaitans aimed at destroying the happiness of sanctity by their lust and luxury.”
—Akin.  Other scholars don’t think that Nicolaus is to blame but that the word is 
simply the equivalent to Balaam.  In this argument the words: Balaam and 
Nicolatan have common meaning.  “Balaam, derived from two Hebrew words bala’ 
‘am means the ‘destroyer of the people.’  Nicolaus, composed of 2 greek words, 
nikan laos, meaning ‘conqueror of the people.’”—Akin.  


• What we know for sure is that the Nicolaitans had allowed pagan society and 
religion to infiltrate and be combined with Christianity.  They had compromised the 
faith that was supposedly in Jesus and they were attempting to bring others into 
this compromise.  They embraced their indulgences.  They were enemies seeking 
to destroy the faith of others as well as their own.  “The false teachers claimed not 
that they were destroying Christianity, but that they were presenting an improved 
and modernized version of it.”—Morris.  Their motive may have been avoiding 
embarrassment in public and when all the various pagan festivals were going on.  

- But as we see here, the Ephesian church would not tolerate this kind of false 

doctrine/theology/teachers.  The church hated the Nicolaitans and their false 
teaching as much as Jesus did.   


- Verse 7: 


• The exhortation is to hear what the Spirit says.  “He who has an ear…” is in each 
of the letters.  It calls for a continuous attention to the Spirit.  This is a challenge to 
each and every Christian both then and now to hear what the Spirit is saying.  We 
are called to open your mind to kingdom things.  


•   Then we hear the promise that Jesus gives.  What is the promise?  The one that 
overcomes will have the privilege of eating from the tree of life in the paradise of 
God.  

- “The overcomes in Revelation are not those who have conquered an earthly foe 

by force, but those who have remained faithful to Christ to the very end.”—
Mounce.  John often used this verb “overcomes,” it actually shows up 17 times 
in the book of Revelation.  “To be an “overcomer” in the eschatological war 
demands a day-by-day walk with God and dependence on his strength….Only 
the one who conquers in Christ will stand on the crystal sea and sing hymns of 
victory as in 15:2 or ‘inherit’ God’s kingdom as in 21:7.”—Osborne.   


• Genesis speaks of a tree of life in Eden—Gen. 2:9, Gen. 3:22-24.  Adam and Eve 
sinned and the tree was taken away from humanity.  Through Christ the tree is now 
back on the table for humanity.  
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-   What is being said is that at the end of time, all that are faithful are going to be 

allowed to eat of this tree.  This tree is the “symbolic source of eternal life.”—
Mounce.  “To the man who perseveres through to final victory Christ says that 
he will die to eat of the tree of life.”—Morris.  John talks about the tree of life in 
Rev. 22:2&14&19.  “Our victory is a participation in his victory.  It is critical to 
realize that in the seven letters the victory is a promise held out to all of them, 
even the weak churches of Sardis (3:5) and Laodicea (3:21).”—Osborne.    


- Paradise is where those that are God’s people will be restored to perfect 
fellowship with God—Luke 23:43.  We will get to be in the presence of God.  We 
will once again walk with God.  Paradise is a Persian word that means a 
beautiful garden or park.  It is where the righteous go to be with God for all 
eternity.  Sin is not there and will never be there.  Paradise is where God is and 
that is why it is paradise.  


There are so many parallels between the church at Ephesus and where we are today.  
We have a huge problem of heresy in our churches and around our churches today.  
We, like the Ephesian church, need to endure, but do it without losing our love for God 
and love for those that have the image of God.  Osborne said, “What good is it to claim 
we love God when he has little priority in our lives and we prefer the things of this world 
over the things of God?”  
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