
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Revelation 2:1-7


1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in 
His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 2 ‘I 
know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, 
and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you 
found them to be false; 3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s 
sake, and have not grown weary.  4 ‘But I have this against you, that you have left your 
first love.  5 ‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the 
deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of 
its place—unless you repent.  6 ‘Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  7 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the 
Paradise of God.’

- Verse 4: 

• The outward appearance of the church looked healthy.  Doctrine was right where it 
needed to be and the members of the church lived the doctrine out in their lives.  
While this church was doing a lot right, there is a but; in the letter to them.  It is hard 
to get everything right and it seems that if we are very careful in one area 
sometimes we neglect another area of the Christian life.  That is why we have to be 
diligent in our pursuit of righteousness.  

• “I have this against you.”  These are difficult words to hear and should inspire us to 
make some changes.  To hear our Master, Savior, Ruler, and God say this should 
be painful and inspiring.  What does this sound like today for us?  How about, 
“There are areas in your life that you need to change because you are falling short.  
I am in opposition to these areas and they are disappointing and offensive to 
Me(God).”  

• So this church here had a lot of good but as Mounce puts it, “It seems probable that 
desire for sound teaching and the resulting forthright action taken to exclude all 
impostors had created a climate of suspicion in which love within the believing 
community could no longer exist.”  

• “Yet all that the Ephesian Christians are doing right is not sufficient to excuse what 
they re going wrong.  The fatal flaw in their behavior is their lack of love.”—Morris.  
“They had yielded to the temptation, ever present to Christians, to put all their 
emphasis on sound teaching.  In the process they lost love, without which all else is 
nothing.”—Morris. 

- Good works and pure doctrine are absolutely necessary in a church but they are 
not a substitute for relationships of mutual love between believers in Christ.  This 
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church started to act like Pharisees but in a more righteous way.  “They were in 
danger of a legalism that in time would be their death.  They were still doing all 
the right things, but sometime in the past they had forsaken the right motivation.”
—Akin.  They obeyed with their mind and strength but their heart and soul were 
lacking.    

• The Ephesian church was doing all the right things for a good reason but not 
necessarily for the right reason.  They had forsaken their first love.  Their 
problem was not a head problem but a heart problem.  “Obedience out of duty 
had replaced obedience out of love for Christ…..The Ephesians did not lose 
their first love.  They left it.”—Akin.     

- This really points to a love left for both humanity and for God—Matt. 
22:37-40. 

• They left love for humanity especially in loving one another.  1 John 
2:9-10,

• They left their love and passion for Jesus and the gospel as they had 
when they first received Jesus.  

- They left love for God in this, “A cooling of personal love for God 
inevitably results in the loss of harmonious relationship within the body 
of believers.”—Mounce.  In Jesus’ earthly ministry, He made it clear that 
the world will know us by how we love each other—John 13:34-35.  
“Indeed the one demands the other, for one cannot love God without 
loving his children and vice versa.”—Osborne.n John has written about 
loving other is an extension of loving God—1 John 4:16, 1 John 
4:20-21. 

- “As the Ephesians church fought faithfully, against false teachers, 
heresy, and false religious; the love that they had for each other, for the 
lost, and for God had faded.  Their love was no longer fresh and burning 
bright but it was a faint, dim, sparse light and all freshness was gone.”

• “He wants their obedience, yes.  But He also wants their affection.  It 
matters to Jesus not only what we do but why we do what we do.”—
Akin.    

• John actually calls a right understanding of doctrine, theology, and 
practice of those will result in love—1 John 2:7, 1 John 3:11-24, 4:7-5:3.
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