
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God, who has eyes like 
a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: 19 ‘I know your deeds, 
and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are 
greater than at first. 20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman 
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants 
astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 ‘I 
gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 22 ‘Behold, 
I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great 
tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 23 ‘And I will kill her children with 
pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and 
hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 24 ‘But I say to you, 
the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the 
deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you. 25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star. 29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’  

- Verse 28-29—


• The gifts to those that overcome don’t stop with authority over the nations but also 
include the “morning star.”  This is another symbol of victory for the overcomer.  


• “In addition to  authority over the nations the overcomer is promised the morning 
star.  No completely satisfactory answer for this symbol has yet been offered.  
Among the many suggestions one finds:”—Mounce.  

- 1.  Satan—This comes from Isa. 14:12.  

- 2. Jesus—This comes from Rev. 22:16.  “It is likely that it is the presence of the 

Lord that is meant.”—Morris.  “Here is a case in which Revelation itself gives the 
meaning.  Jesus identifies himself as ‘the bright morning star’ in Revelation 
22:16, using an image that is probably drawn from Numbers 24:14-20, which 
predicts a ‘star’ that would arise out of Jacob to crush God’s enemies.  This 
‘star’ is the Messiah.”—Boice.  


- 3. “The immortality of the righteous,”—Mounce from Dan. 12:3

- 4. The beginning of eternal life

- 5. “A literal reference to the planet Venus.”—Mounce. 

- 6. The Holy Spirit  
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• “Some of the options are interesting but unlikely (e.g., Lucifer or the Holy 

Spirit).  Others are intriguing but difficult to prove in the context (for  instance, 
the resurrection/exaltation of the saints [Dan. 12:3]; it fits the book as a whole 
but is questionable in this context.”—Osborne.  


Conclusion: 

- There were those that were “certain that God did not want to limit their ability to 

function within society, apparently dismissed the concerns of more traditional 
Christians about participation in guilds and associations dedicated to pagan deities.  
It ‘was economic suicide to reject the minimum requirements for guild membership.”
—Keener.  As Christians we will all have to address the question: “How far should I 
accept and adopt contemporary standards and practice?”—Keener.  We will have to 
look to God for our survival in this world.   


- There are several things that we as Christians and the church today can learn from 
this church.  


• “First, it is crucial to be growing in the same deeds—love, faith, service, and 
perseverance (2:19, 25).”—Osborne.  We, in our day and age, are constantly 
pushed to abandon our Christian way of life to be “relevant” in our day and age.  
“We too are fighting many heretical cult movements and need to take a strong 
stand.”—Osborne.  


• Second, we have to continue in the deeds which we know Christ wants us to do 
and avoid the ones He doesn’t want us to do.  Sounds pretty easy but if we are 
honest with ourselves it is not.  We have to deny what the world tells us to do and 
run towards the good and perfect work of Christ.  


• Third, whether pressure comes from pagan religions or business practices, or 
commerce, or socially we must not compromise.  We must continue to walk with 
Christ and know that He will help us through the most difficult times.  We must 
embrace the fact that compromise is not an option.  “We must make certain that 
God is our primary business partner, and that we consider our careers a calling 
from God and an opportunity to magnify Christ.”—Osborne. 


• Fourth, “Seventy-two percent of Americans in the 18-25 age bracket believe there 
is no such thing as absolute truth; this view appears to be shared by over half of 
those who claim to be born-again Christians….The message to Thyatira warns 
against the dangers of a ‘soft’ love that tolerates all things and judges none.”—
Keener.  


- Keener addresses something that we have not talked about yet but I think is 
important to the fellowship of Christians and of churches.  


• “Who of us has not been tempted to dismiss warnings from more traditional 
Christians on some matter or another as simply culturally naive, whether over 
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music styles, dress codes, or excessive rigidity in relating to other 
believers?….What one group regards as a legitimate, compassionate concern 
another regards as legalism and cultural irrelevance.  Where should we draw the 
lines?…..Moreover, even the apostles did not agree among themselves on every 
point beyond the gospel, although they seem to have reserved public rebukes only 
for the most serious matter (Gal. 2:11, in this case rebutting an apostle for valuing 
the cultural sensitivities of his colleagues over those of Gentile converts, who were 
being treated as second-class Christians).  No matter how strongly Christians feel 
on various side of the debates on end-times teachings, women’s ministry, spiritual 
gifts, and other such matters, we must recognize and publicly affirm that those 
who sincerely hold different views can be committed Christians, brothers and 
sisters for whom we should lay down our lives.”  
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