
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond- 
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say to 
you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you.  25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken 
to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him 
the morning star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’


- Verse 26-27: 


• “To the usual him who overcomes there is linked and does my will to the end.  My 
will is really ‘my works’ and contrast with ‘her works.’”—Morris.  What does it 
mean to overcome?  It means to conquer, to win a victory over, to be victorious 
over, overpower, prevail, and triumph.  If we are going to be overcomers, how are 
we going to do that?  

- It is only by the power of Christ, the strength of Christ, the work of Christ, and 

through the victory of Christ that we overcome—John 6:33, Rom. 12:21, 1 John 
5:4, 1 Cor. 15:57, Rom. 8:37, Ps. 3:3, 1 Tim. 6:12, 1 John 5:5.  


• What becomes our role in overcoming then?  “It is by faithful allegiance to the 
cause of Christ that believers overcome in the hostile environment of pagan 
values and practices.”—Mounce.  

- The passage tells us how to overcome; it is by keeping Jesus’ deeds until 

the end.  “The only way to be a conqueror is to persevere in Jesus’ words 
(v. 25) and works (v. 26) until the eschaton (the final even in the divine plan; 
the end of the world).”—Osborne.  
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• How do we persevere in Jesus’ word?  We hear the truth and let that truth  

make us holy, set apart, and consecrated for God—John 17:6-19, 1 
Thess. 4:1-8, Acts 20:32. 


• How do we persevere in Jesus’ works?  “It is only Christ’s deed that can 
be the basis for Christian victory.  The evil deeds of a Jezebel or the 
incomplete deeds of the individual Christian are insufficient.”—Osborne.  
So, how do we do conqueror in Christ deeds?—Matt. 6:1-4, Matt. 
7:21-23, Col. 3:17, Phil. 2:13, Col. 3:23, Micah 6:8, Eph. 2:10, James 
2:24, Heb. 13:16.    


• There seems to be 2 understandings of the authority over the nations and ruling.  
There are those that believe that the ruling will be for those that overcome up until 
the new heavens and new earth are made.  Others seem to believe that those that 
overcome will rule with Christ even after the new heavens and new earth.  There 
are slight variations of these interpretations but these seem to be the 2 large 
camps.  


• “Christ honors His faith disciples by allowing them to co-reign with Him in 
fulfillment of the messianic Psalm 2.  This is a reference to His millennial kingdom 
(20:1-6) and possibly the eternal state (21:24).”—Akin.  Those that overcome Jesus 
will give the authority to  serve under Him, sitting on thrones—Matt. 19:28, Rev. 
20:4.  


• Mounce wrote, “Verses 26b-27 are a free rendering of Ps. 2:8-9, which had been 
interpreted messianically as early as the first century B. C.  The Psalms of 
Solomon (written probably between 70 and 40 B. C.) say of the son of David who 
is to rule over Israel, ‘He shall destroy the pride of the sinners as a potter’s vessel.”  
Osborne wrote, “The OT promised that the saints would participate in ruling over 
the messianic kingdom—Ps. 149:5-9, Isa. 60:14, Dan. 7:14 &18 & 27.”  It has been 
a Jewish understanding that the followers of the Messiah would also rule with the 
Messiah in the final days.  This idea carries over to the NT—1 Cor. 6:3, Rev. 5:10.  
“Paul promised that believers will reign with him (2 Tim. 2:12) and judge the earth, 
even the angels (1 Cor. 6:2-3).  It the Apocalypse the saints’ sharing in his final 
victory and rule is a frequent theme (1:6, 3:21, 5:10, 20:4 & 6).”—Osborne.      


• Jesus told those that overcome will rule with an “iron scepter.”  This word “rule” 
can mean: to govern, shepherd, caretaker of sheep or goats, guide and help.  So 
we should understand that this “iron scepter” is much like the shepherd’s staff or 
club.  The shepherd’s staff was used to keep attackers away from the sheep.  

- “In Rev. 12:5 and 19:15 the prerogative of ruling (shepherding) the nations 

belongs to the conquering Christ.  A share in this rule is promised to the 
overcomers in Thyatira.  The description of this rule as the shattering of the 
potter’s vessel speak of the absolute power of the victorious Christ and his 
followers over the rebellious nations.”—Mounce.  
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• Morris wrote this, “We usually think of the shepherd in terms of kindness and 

tender care.  But the shepherd was an autocrat (a ruler who has absolute power).  
His power over his flock was absolute, and it is this aspect of the shepherd’s life 
that is in view.”  What Morris is saying is that the passage seems to point out that 
overcomers will have a place in the final decisive victory of Christ.  Those that 
overcome will play a role in the final victory over the enemies of God that oppose 
Him.  


• What we gather from all of this is that those that overcome will rule with Christ in 
some way.  We will be involved in a final war but to what our role will be is not clear 
except following Christ.  Boice wrote, “They would rule with Christ because they 
would be in Christ and would share in his triumph over, the governance of, the 
nations.”


• “There is a chain of authority from the Father to the Son to the conqueror.  This is a 
constant theme in the Gospel of John, with the Son as ‘sent’ from the Father with 
full authority (John 5:23-24, 6:38-44) and in turn ‘sending’ his disciples with full 
authority (John 17:18, 20:21).”—Osborne.   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