
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond- 
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say 
to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not 
known the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on 
you.  25 ‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who 
overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over 
the nations; 27 and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are 
broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give 
him the morning star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’


- Verse 24-25: 


• “Hope is not lost for this church.  There are still some in Thyatira who ‘do not hold 
this teaching,’ who have no knowledge (experiential knowledge is in view) of ‘the 
deep things of Satan—as they say.’”—Akin.  This “deep things of Satan” is viewed 
in 2 ways in the Christian community.  “The ‘you’ who have remained true to the 
Lord have two distinguishing Characteristics: a refusal to succumb to the false 
teaching and a rejection of the Satan-inspired ‘deep things’ of the cult movement.”
—Osborne.  So those that have remained faithful have rejected the false teaching 
of Jezebel and they had not known meaning they had not participated/experience/
adhered to this movement.


- The first would be: Jezebel and company claimed to know the deep secrets of 
God.  She would have used 1 Cor. 2:10 as many who claim to have a special 
teaching from God will use.  These deep secrets are they claim to be from God 
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are really deep secrets from Satan.  Jesus, as He speaks to the church, made 
the interpretation for the church.  As Jezebel would call them deep things of 
God, Jesus reveals what they truly are; deep things of Satan.  We should 
understand that there is no one with a  special revelation that God will give a 
part from what He has already given—Eph. 4:4-7.  


- The second would be: “knowing Satan’s ‘deep secrets’ is a references to the 
view that in order to appreciate fully the grace of God one must first plumb the 
depths of evil.”—Mounce.  In order to know the goodness of God you have to 
know what the extent of evil is.  “Jezebel may have taught that Christians should 
experience ‘the deep things of Satan’ in order to triumph over them.  In this 
sense, she would admit that the guild feasts and pagan environment are evil but 
claim that they have no power over the believer.  She would even have taught 
that Christians should participate in those activities and experience the ‘depths’ 
of paganism in order to show their mastery over it.”—Osborne.    


• Jezebel could argue much like the gnostics that when you know the depths of 
Satan and his power then you can limit what he can do.  “On the basis that a 
believer’s spirituality is unaffected by what is done with the body, Jezebel 
could argue that the Thyatiran Christians ought to take part in the pagan 
guild-feasts (even if they were connected with he deep secrets of Satan) and 
thus prove how powerless is evil to alter the nature of grace.”—Mounce.  


• Whichever choice you like better we do know that: “Their ‘deep’ teaching is 
satanic, not heavenly; the deep things they really know are the depths of Satan.”—
Morris.  This gave them the ability to practice sinful acts without batting a eye.


• “Jezebel claims she could lead the church into the ‘deeper life,’ into greater depths 
of spiritual understanding and experience.  She offered a ‘Jesus plus’ theology.”—
Akin.  Jezebel was adding the requirements of what someone who followed her 
had to do.  She was decreasing the Christians responsibility to God and adding 
responsibility in other things—Deut. 4:2, Deut. 12:32, Rev. 22:18.      


• We do find that those who have not embraced the false teaching of Jezebel will 
not have any extra burden on them.  What is the burden that they (those that 
refused Jezebels teaching) have on them?  It is probably just living as a Christian 
in a place that is hostile to the gospel.  It is the normal service that Christians 
already are doing if they are living as Christ has called them to.  Jesus assures 
them that He will not add extra burden like Jezebel is doing.  Once again affirming 
that Jezebel is a false teacher.  “The answer to the world’s seductions is not a new 
set of regulations but simply a continuation in what we have been given and in the 
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way that has been set before us.  Live free in Christ, but do not compromise with 
the idolatry of sexual immorality of the surrounding culture.”—Boice.  John Stott 
calls this “the balanced, joyful, exhilarating righteousness of the Bible, the glorious 
liberty of the royal law.”


- “Jesus says, ‘Hold on (imperative) to what you have until I come.’  Holding on to 
Jesus, the gospel, and biblical truth would not be easy.”—Akin.  Following Christ 
is never said to be easy—Matt. 7:13-14, Phil. 4:6-7, James 1:2-4, Deut. 31:6, 
Gal. 2:20, John 16:33, Luke 9:23, 2 Tim. 3:12, Luke 10:3, Matt. 8:18-22, Luke 
6:40.  So, why do we do it?  


• “In Short, the true believer in Thyatria are commanded by the Lord to maintain a 
firm grip on the truths of the faith against the false teaching of Jezebel and the 
other Nicolaitans.”—Osborne.  


• “For, however modern or plausible an effort to compromise with the world’s 
standards may be, such a teaching is from Satan, and the end of those who follow 
it will be the same as his end. Here is the way John Stott unfolds this passage:  
 
 If it is God’s purpose to make us holy, Satan is resolved to frustrate it. He is 
seeking ceaselessly both to entice individual Christian believers into sin, and to 
insinuate evil into the churches. Where he cannot muzzle the church’s witness by 
persecution from without, he resorts to the subtler assault of pollution from within. 
If the dragon’s two beasts fail, there is still the harlot Babylon with her loathsome 
charms. If the beast from the sea cannot crush the church by force, nor the beast 
from the earth silence the testimony of Christians by the errors of his false cult, 
then the Babylonian harlot’s finery and jewels and pearls may seduce them and 
her golden cup poison them with its impure abominations (cf. 17:1–6).”—Boice. 
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