
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond- 
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say to 
you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you.  25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’


- Verse 22: 


• Jezebel had her time to repent and she has not, so punishment is coming her way.  
This is severe punishment.  “For Thyatria the coming judgment is announced as a 
fact.  She had debated herself with pagan gods on a bed of idolatry, so now God 
would ‘cast’ her onto a different kind of ‘bed,’ a bed of pain.”—Osborne.  The fact 
that Jesus says, He will throw her on a sickbed, points out that Christ would be 
sending her to this judgment.  “The use of illness for judgment was common in the 
Bible.  Job’s friends assumed that his suffering was a result of sin, and in 1 Cor. 
11:30 both illness and death resulted from ‘unworthy’ participation in the 
eucharistic celebration (1 Cor. 11:27-29.”—Osborne. 


• “Sickbed may refer to actual disease and illness (1 Cor. 11:27-29).  If so, the 
suffering will be intense for her and her followers.”—Akin.  The bed was often used 
as a metaphor of illness in scripture: Exod. 21:18, Ps. 6:6 & 41:3.  MacArthur, 
reveals the difference between Jezebel’s judgment and her follower, “In light of the 
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finality of Jezebel’s refusal to repent, it is more likely that the bed refers to death 
and hell—the ultimate resting place for those who refuse to repent.  Divine 
judgment was about to fall not only on Jezebel, but also on those who commit 
adultery with her.  The Lord threatens to cast them into great tribulation—not the 
eschatological tribulation described in Revelation 4-19, but distress or trouble.  
Since these were the sinning Christians who had believed her lies, the Lord does 
not threaten to send them severe chastening—possibly even physical death (see 1 
Cor. 11:30; 1 John5:16)—unless they repent of her deeds.”  


- No matter what the judgment is, it will be intense and painful.  The punishment 
fits the crimes.  The bed at which she had so freely given to gain her followers 
will be what causes her end.  


• There is a message of hope for those that adultery with her.  These are those that 
“she had led astray within the church.”—Mounce.  If they repent (this is the 3rd 
time we see repent in 2 verses) they might find mercy.  “This is to be noted 
throughout this book.  It is full of severe judgements, but always there is the 
prospect of deliverance for those who repent.”—Morris.  


- They are called to repent of her and her works.  They should do what Christ has 
called them to, not what Jezebel calls them to.  


- Verse 23: 


• “There is a debate as to whether there are one or two other groups in her 
entourage.  Some…..believe that the ‘adulterers’ of Rev. 2:22 and the ‘children’ of 
2:23 are the same group, looked at in terms of participation in her sins (adulterers) 
and acceptance of her teachings (children).”—Osborne.  As we will investigate, it 
is better to look at these as 2 different groups.  We see repentance is a option for 
those who were labeled as adulterers.  We don’t see this as an option for those 
that are her children.  Akin quotes Ladd, “The text distinguishes between those 
who join in adultery with the prophetess and those who are called her children.  
The punishment of the latter is much more severe than the former: death.  
Apparently John intends us to distinguish between those who are still struggling 
with the problem of how to be loyal to Christ and at the same time to adapt fully to 
the business and social mores about them, and those who have unreservedly 
committed themselves to the teaching of the false prophetess.”


- Those that commit adultery with her are not as far as she.  They are willing to 
repent unlike Jezebel.  “In other words, these people were being drawn into her 
circle but had not yet become full members…….Her spiritual ‘children,’ namely 
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those totally committed to her teaching.”—Osborne.  “‘Her children’ speak of 
her spiritual offspring, those who share her nature, her DNA.”—Akin.  Her 
children are those that recklessly follow her and her doctrines.   Jezebel and her 
children are probably unrepentant lost humans so, “to kill means to turn them 
over to the destruction and death they are pursing and deserve.”—Akin.  


• Jesus will strike her children just like He strikes Jezebel.  This means that Jezebel’s 
children had also been offered repentance and they had not taken it.  


• The judgment of Christ is coming down on Jezebel and her children so that the 
church will know Christ.  “The result of Christ’s activity against the cult movement 
is that ‘all churches’ will be warned by ‘knowing’ of his power in judgment.”—
Osborne.  Why does this knowledge help the churches?  “In the future they will 
see the hand of the Lord fall upon these evildoers, and at that time they ‘will know’ 
that there is no escape.  This is the only proper response after two consecutive 
churches have allowed false teachers in their midst.”—Osborne.  Jesus wants the 
church to know that He searches the feelings and thoughts.  The church had been 
confused with persuasive logic but God is going to make it abundantly clear that 
His way is the only way. 


- “When Christ ‘searches’ a person, he makes a critical investigation that lays 
bare the deepest part of a person’s being.”—Osborne.  We can not hide 
anything from Christ.  So, God is a loving God, but we all must examine 
ourselves because God is also a just God.  “Divine discernment peers into their 
souls seeing them for who they really are.  Actions and motives are exposed to 
His piercing gaze.”—Akin. 


• Jesus points the whole church to future gift but not from the point of reward 
but judgment.  “This means God will ‘repay’ them for what they have done, 
whether good or bad.”—Osborne.  This is a thought that runs throughout the 
Bible.  We can not earn our salvation but our actions will be judge: OT—Ps. 
62:12, Prov. 24:12, Jer. 17:10 Hos. 12:2, NT—Matt. 16:27, Rom. 2:6 &14:12, 2 
Cor. 11:15, 2 Tim. 4:14, 1 Peter 1:17, Revelation—2:23, 14:13, 18:6, 20:12-13, 
22:12.  These are both outward actions but also inward thoughts.  “Nothing 
we do or think will get by the Lord, and he will reward or judge us 
accordingly.”—Osborne.  
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