
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond- 
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say to 
you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you.  25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’


- Verse 21: 


• “Our God is a good Father.  He is a perfect Father.  He will not allow His children to 
walk a path of destruction without intervening.  With loving but firm discipline, He 
will get in our business.  He will get involved in our lives and community up close 
and personal (see Heb. 12:5-13).”—Akin.  


• God gave Jezebel the time that she needed to repent and turn from her sin.  She 
did not take that time God allowed her to make the changes God required of her.  
“The Savior’s discipline is always wrapped in grace, love, and mercy.”—Akin.  The 
word repent is used twice in this passage which points to the importance of what 
Jesus did to try to bring Jezebel into a right relationship with God.  “Due to the 
seriousness fo the error, the only thing God can give them is the opportunity to 
‘change’ their ways (meaning of ‘repentance).”—Osborne.  

- One of the key items to understand in this verse is that she was unwilling—1 

John 3:8-10, Heb. 10:26, 1 John 1:8.  “The word apostasy means a falling away 
from a position that has already been reached. When a person becomes 
apostate, he has rejected the faith that he once professed; he has fallen away 
from the faith. Is it possible for a person who truly believes to fall away? Paul 
seems to answer when he says in 1 Corinthians 10:12, “Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” And in Matthew 7:21–23, Jesus speaks 
of those who profess faith in Him and even call Him Lord, but in the end He will 
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say, “I never knew you; depart from Me,” because they did not bear spiritual 
fruit. Also, in 1 Timothy, Paul tells his friend that there are those who make 
shipwreck of their faith……Can a Christian fall to such a degree that he loses his 
salvation? David was in sin for more than a year before Nathan confronted him 
and brought him to repentance. Peter denied Christ publicly, but then was 
convicted of his sin, mourned over it, and was restored by Christ. Peter and 
Barnabas seemed to have lost their focus on the doctrine of the Gospel and its 
inherent core of justification by faith alone until Paul confronted them about it, as 
he relates in his letter to the Galatians. Obviously a Christian can fall into sin, but 
how far does he have to fall before he is written off as an apostate?”—Ligonier 
Ministries—https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/those-who-fall-away-2/.


• It is impossible for a man to read another person’s heart.  We don’t know if 
someone truly is a believer.  We can look at the fruit in their lives and we can 
listen to their testimony to make our assessment, but we can not know their 
heart.  “When a professing believer falls into sin, he might be someone who 
has made a false profession or he might be a backslider who will be restored 
later. But there is one thing we will learn in our study on eternal security: if a 
profession of faith is true, that person will never become an apostate.”—
Ligonier Ministries.  When we are truly saved we will have that salvation 
forever—Ezek. 36:26-27, Rom. 8:30, John 14:17, Rom. 8:9, John 3:13-16, 
John 10:27-29, Eph. 1:13-14, Titus 3:5.


•  God is willing and he is patient—2 Peter 3:9.  God is constantly calling and 
wanting humanity to seek Him—1 Chron. 16:11, Deut. 4:29, Jer. 29:13, Ps. 
9:10, Isa. 55:6-7, James 4:8.  


• What was it that this woman Jezebel was doing?  She was making a case from 
God’s Word that it was okay for followers of Christ to participate in guild festivals—
eating meat sacrificed to idols and sexual immorality.  What was her argument?  
“The prophetess of Thyatira was not a prophetess of Baal or Astarte.  She was 
known as a Christian teacher and would have made biblical—we can even say 
‘Christian’—arguments for compromising with idolatry by eating meat that had 
been offered to false gods.”—Boice.  

- 1 Cor. 8:4—Paul addresses eating meat sacrificed to idols by Christians.  Paul 

counseled Christians that they can eat meat offered to idols if they can do it with 
a pure conscience.  “Since an idol has no real existence at all, participating in an 
idol feast cannot possibly harm anyone spiritually—that may be what the 
prophetess of Thyatira said.”—Boice.  


• What is wrong with this argument?  

- Paul did say that it was permissible to eat meat sacrificed or offered to idols 

but he did not condone eating meat sacrificed to an idol at the idol worship 
service.     
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- Matt. 22:21—“Based on the standard that Jesus set, wouldn’t the offering of 

such libations be considered giving to Caesar what he had a right to 
demand?….Or so the prophetess of Thyatira might have reasoned.”—Boice.


• What is wrong with this argument?  

- Jesus told us to give to Caesar what is Caesar but He qualified that by 

adding and give to God what is God’s.  Jesus also told us that God comes 
first no matter what is going on.    


- Rom. 13:1—“Paul discussed the relationship of Christians to the state in his 
letter to the Romans, arguing that the government has been established by God 
and rightly requires submission from its citizens.”—Boice.  Paul helps us 
understand this more in Rom. 13:7.  Jezebel might have used this to appeal to 
Thyatira and caused them to participate in the festivals.  


• What is wrong with this argument? 

- When Paul argues that Christians need to submit to the government; he did 

so as Boice wrote, “on the basis of the state’s rightfully exercising its power, 
not abusing its power by requiring idolatrous worship.”


- 1 Cor. 5:9-11—Paul gives advice as to how to deal with immoral people.  “The 
prophetess of Thyatira might have argued that it was not only permissible but 
necessary to join the guilds in Thyatira.”—Boice.  That means joining in the 
practices at the worship of the guild gods.  “Thyatira was a closely knit 
community.  How could a person make a living if he did not join a guild and 
participate in its practices?”—Boice.  


• What is wrong with this argument?  

- Paul did not condone what these sexually immoral, greedy, swindlers, or 

idolaters did.  We must understand Paul’s words based on the context of 
the rest of the chapter.  Paul points out in the rest of the chapter that 
Christians should be free of immorality and that the church (Christians) 
should not allow it.  


• This is why we see Jesus focusing so strongly on not compromising what the 
churches should be doing.  We also see that the early church was so focused on 
holding strong to the teachings of Jesus and the apostles—2 Tim. 1:13, 2 Thess. 
2:15, Prov. 4:2, Luke 1:1-4, Titus 1:9, Acts 2:42, and Titus 2:1. 

- “The story goes that one day a Christian complained to Tertullian, the early 

apologist, of the need to make a living.  ‘After all, I must live,’ he pleaded.  
Tertullian relied, ‘Must you?’  The early Christians knew that neither obeying the 
state, nor going along to get along, nor sharing in the life of those around us 
justified idolatry or immorality.  And that is precisely what the prophetess of 
Thyatira and her followers were advocating.”—Boice.  
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