
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.  
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say to 
you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you.  25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’


- Verse 20:  


• Here comes the scary statement from Jesus.  Jesus gives them the thing that He 
does not like about what they are doing.  William Hedriksen says, “Thyatira was 
indeed a lampstand, a light-bearer.  But this does not constitute an excuse for 
failure to exercise discipline with respect to member who make a compromise with 
the world.”  God does not think that we will be perfect but God’s standard is a 
working towards perfection—Matt. 5:48, Phil. 3:12-14.  “What He does expect is 
for us to be a community of repenting sinners.  What He does expect is for us to 
call sin what He calls sin.  Swimming against the currents of the cultures will be 
hard and almost always unpopular.”—Akin.  This is why it is important for God to 
be our true north—Gal. 1:10.  


• So Jesus tells the church to be careful of falling to personality cult.  Jesus tells the 
church they have tolerated Jezebel.  This was probably not this woman’s name but 
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it was Jesus likening her to evil queen of Israel.  The wicked queen of Abab was an 
idolater—1 King 16:29-34,21:25-26, 2 Kings 9:22&30.    


- Most scholars believe that Jesus is talking about an actual person not an idea.  
She would be a powerful personality who had created a group of people that 
followed her.  She got a group of people from inside the church to follow her.  
“She was smart, influential in personality, and powerful in speech.”—Akin.  She 
was so convincing that she made so much sense.  “However, like the Jezebel of 
old, she was evil and deceptive, domineering and scheming, idolatrous and 
sexually immoral.”—Akin.  


• “Anything or anyone that gets your eyes off of Jesus is not of God.  Anything 
or anyone that minimizes or adds the gospel is not of God.  Anything or 
anyone that compromises on biblical truth is not of God.  The impressiveness 
fo their abilities, gifts, and visions make no difference.”—Akin.  


• Jesus also tells them to be careful of authority problems.  This “Jezebel” called 
herself a prophetess.  “In other words, she claimed that her teaching was a direct 
message from God.”—Osborne.  She was a self-proclaimed leader or prophet.  
God did not profess her to be a prophetess but she professed herself to be one.  
This woman grabbed power by putting a name to herself.  “Here, however, was an 
illegitimate usurpation, as inappropriate seizing of power due to raw ambition.”—
Akin.  She was “cleverly deceptive, manipulatively domineering, viciously 
scheming, and spiritually idolatrous.”—Akin.  “Specifically she seduces the 
servants of God to immoral conduct and to the eating of idol meats.”—Morris.      


- There were those that did have the gift of prophecy in the early church days and 
women were some of those prophets—Luke 2:36, Acts 21:9, Joel 2:28-29, Acts 
2:17, 1 Cor. 11:5.  


• Jezebel was not a prophet but an ear tickler—2 Tim. 4:3-4.   


• Someone should have confronted her like the Ephesian church in Rev. 2:2.    
Someone should have called her out on her  sin.  They should have started the 
process of church discipline.  “Fear paralyzed the good people in the church from 
dealing with this false teacher.”—Akin.  


• Jesus told them to deal with the theological problem.  The woman Jezebel had 
brought false truths into the church.  A person that is like Jezebel will come into a 
church and speak half truths.  They will speak some truth but mix that with false 
truths that include: their agenda, desires, preferences, and version of God.  “Their 
message will contain just enough truth to deceive the gullible and shallow, those 
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who for whatever reason cannot think in biblical categories and with a Christian 
worldview.”—Akin.  


- Jezebel’s “doctrine was attractive and seductive.”—Akin.  She had a way to look 
at things and seemed insightful.  When she opened the Bible she could make it 
say the things that we wanted it to say and more importantly the things she 
wanted it to say.  She promised freedom in the scripture the way that she taught 
it but she was actually dragging people in slavery.  “Her teachings promised 
freedom.  They promised prosperity. They promised life.  They promised to exalt 
Jesus, but in actuality they dethroned Jesus.”—Akin.  God’s standard was 
perverted by Jezebel and her teaching.  


- “Jezebel apparently reasoned that an idol was of no consequence—1 Cor. 8:4-8,  
and advised Christians to eat such meals.  That these meals all too readily 
degenerated into sexual looseness made matters worse….It enabled them to 
maintain a Christian profession while countenancing and even engaging in 
immoral heathen revels.”—Morris.  


• The church also had a morality problem.  Jezebel taught it was not sinful to 
commit sexual immorality and participate in idolatry.  The Christians in this town 
faced either compromise or social isolation and economic problems.  This is what 
Jezebel preyed on.    


- She used the guilds and their pressures on the Christians to help her cause.  
She taught that participating in the guilds and their feasts and festivals was not 
sin.  The pressure came economically and socially in Thyatira.  “Jezebel 
probably ‘taught’ that there was nothing wrong with a Christian taking part in the 
guild feasts and celebrations, for it was merely civil.  Since idols were nothing, 
Christians would not destroy their faith by participating.”—Akin.  


• Jezebel’s thought was that if one is going to make it in this world they will 
have to allow certain things and every once in a while compromise what God’s 
word says.  Jesus understands what is going on and He is okay with you 
picking the lesser of the sins.  Jezebel would argue: “He (Jesus) never 
expected that following Him could be bad for business.  And remember, you 
are free in Christ!”—Akin.  She was wrong and that compromise lead to Jesus 
giving Jezebel a serious punishment.  


- God calls us to follow Him no matter what the cost may be.  We are to 
follow Him and not the world—1 John 2:15-17.  “When the church looks like 
the world, you have a sick church.  When the church acts like the world, you 
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have an impotent church.  When the church plays with the world, you have 
an unfaithful church.”—Akin.  


• “Every generation of Christians must face the question, ‘How far should I accept 
and adopt contemporary standards and practices?  On the one hand, Christians 
must not deny the faith.  On the other, they must not deny their membership of 
society.  The cause of Christ is not served if Christians appear as a group of old-
fashioned people always trying to retreat from the real world.  Christians live in the 
same world as their neighbors and face the same problems.  They must find 
Christians solutions.”—Morris
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