
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:18-29


18 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes 
like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this:  19 ‘I know your 
deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of 
late are greater than at first.  20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-
servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to 
idols.  21 ‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality.  
22 ‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with 
her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.  23 ‘And I will kill her children 
with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.  24 ‘But I say to 
you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known 
the deep things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden on you.  25 
‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. 26 ‘He who overcomes, and he 
who keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations; 27 and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, 
as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will give him the morning 
star.  29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
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Revelation 
- Thyatira:  


• Thyatira was the least important of the cities that Jesus had John write to.  We 
actually don’t know much about it.  It was inland and probably about 45 miles east 
of Pergamum.  It was, “in a long valley connecting the Hermus and Caicus rivers, 
which led to Pergamum.”—Boice.  We first find it in history in 290 B.C. where it 
was a military post to protect Pergamum.  It did not have any really religious 
importance as far as the national religion goes.  There were not major temples 
there like Ephesus or Pergamum.  


• It was the major route from the Asiatic coast to Byzantium which means much of 
the commerce came though Thyatira.  So, Thyatira became a major commercial 
center.  They specialized in wool, linen, dyed material, leatherwork, and bronze.  
Being such a major commercial hub meant that there were trade associations.  
Thyatira had more associations than any other Asian city and these association 
were like unions.  “There were associations for bakers, workers of bronze, 
clothiers, cobblers, weavers, tanners, dyers of cloth, makers of pottery, and slave 
dealers.”—Boice.  These unions were very important in the ancient days.  It was 
hard to work in one of these fields without being a part of an association.  


- Being part of the union meant that you shared in the guilds social life and 
worship.  “In fact, both physically and sociologically, the guilds were at the heart 
of civc life.”—Osborne.  “Each guild had a patron god or goddess, and official 
function of the guild would required that honors be given to its god.”—Boice.  
This really caused problem for the Christians in Thyatira.  


• The god that guarded the city was Tyimnos (basically the Greek sun-god Apollo).  
This false god would be considered the head over the guild gods.  So Apollo 
would be honored in the guild festivals along with the guild god.  


• This is the longest letter to the cities that Jesus wrote.  “By all worldly 
appearances the city was unimportant and its church rather insignificant.  This is 
not the judgment of Jesus.  Big or small, well-known or hardly known at all, every 
church is important to Jesus.  Whether you have 10 thousand, one thousand, one 
hundred, or 10 members makes no difference to Him.  He wants you to be pure 
where you are planted.  He wants you to honor Him wherever your home is.”—
Akin.  Jesus is as present in our church as some big church or conference that is 
put on.


- Verse 18: 
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Revelation 
• Jesus describes Himself to Thyatira as: “the Son of God.”  This is the only instance 

in the book of Revelation that this title is found.  The relationship between God and 
Jesus is stressed in other ways throughout the book of Revelation—Rev. 1:6, 2:27, 
3:5 and others.  


- But why did Jesus describe Himself to this church in this way?  


• Jesus put Himself in contrast to Apollo (who claimed to be the son of Zeus) as 
Jesus points out that He is the true Son of God.  “Apollo is a piddly, pathetic, 
pseudo sun god, while Jesus is the eternal and majestic Son of God.”—Akin.   
“This description emphasizes the majesty of his Person (Ps. 2:6-9).”—Morris. 


- “A frequent title in the Gospel of John—John 1:34, 3:18, 5:25, etc. This title 
points to Jesus divinity and is important to a church that is weak and small 
to know they serve the true Son of God.  


• Jesus is also revealed as having eyes like blazing fire and feet like burnished 
bronze.  This is taken from the passage in Daniel 10:6


- Jesus reveals that His eyes are like blazing fire.  This points out Jesus’ ability to 
see  all things.  Nothing will escape His eyes and nothing can be hidden from 
Him.  His omniscience vision see all action, thoughts, and emotions.  “His 
knowledge pieces to the core of our being and is the basis for the judgment or 
reward that he renders.”—Beale.  


- Jesus is also described as one having feet like burnished bronze.  This points to 
Jesus’ strength and splendor.  The feet described like this also points to the fact 
that He will crush evil will His feet.  “The feet that are ‘like burnished bronze’ are 
those with which Jesus will tread out ‘the great winepress of the wrath of God 
(Rev. 14:19).”—Boice.     


• “Thyarira was famous for its bronze work, but their best pales in comparison 
to that of the Son of God.  He is brilliant in appearance, unrivaled in strength, 
and utterly glorious as a judge.”—Akin.  Jesus is stable and firm in His 
understanding and in His judgment.     


- Verse 19: 


• “What does this divine, all-seeing, terrifying judge perceive as he looks at the 
church in Thyatira?  Surprisingly, in view of the images of judgment with which the 
letter begins, the first things that Jesus sees merits his praise—his 
commendation.”—Boice.  Jesus knows the deeds that any of us do whether good 
or bad.  Here He praises this church for the good that He sees they are doing.  
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Revelation 
“Our Lord is always fair in His assessment of His people.  Even when He must 
rebuke and correct them, He will affirm and encourage where He can.”—Akin.  


- Jesus sees motives of the work they do then the result of those activities.  This 
church has love and faith that motives them to act in service and perseverance. 


• Love and faith in God causes them to action.  Their love had not faded but 
grew.  This is a love for God and a love for others.  “Love is indeed a primary 
characteristic of those who would call themselves the children of God.”—
Osborne.  They also had faith.  This is not just trust in God but persevering 
faith under the pressures from the pagan.    


• They were ready to serve and had servants hearts.  “A person with a servant’s 
heart is one who, with long-suffering and steadfastness, will give himself 
deliberately, voluntarily, sacrificially, and joyfully to others in order that he may 
help meet their needs.  He will walk away from his own concerns and private 
interests and give himself—his time, his wisdom, his knowledge, his talents, 
and his gifts in order to help others.”—Akin.  


• Their endurance while pressure and hard times are ever present are key to 
them overcoming—Rom. 5:3-4, James 1:12-18, James 1:4 


- Jesus also tells them that they are doing more that they did at the beginning.  
“This progress in the life of this church, which forms a contrast to Ephesus 
where the church has just been blamed for having slipped back.”—Morris.  This 
church was not stagnant or satisfied in their service but they got better and 
better.  They were doing more and more.  Are we doing more and more?  As a 
church?  As an individual? 


• “Love leads to service, and faith leads to perseverance.”—Barclay.   
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