
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2:12-17


Rev. 2:12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the 
sharp two-edged sword says this: 13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; 
and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My 
witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 ‘But I have 
a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to 
eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality.  15 ‘So you also have 
some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16 ‘Therefore repent; 
or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of 
My mouth.  17 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a 
white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who 
receives it.’


- Verse 16:  


• The church allowing these different cults to be tolerated in the church is a really big 
problem.  We See Jesus telling them that they need to repent or Christ will come 
and fight against them.  “Compromise is one of Satan’s favorite and most effective 
weapons.  This is for at least four reasons:  It never occurs quickly, so you hardly 
notice the change.  It always lowers the original standard you once held important.  
It is seldom offensive because it is perceived as loving.  It eventually leads you to 
accept what you once rejected and even thought repulsive. It has been well said 
that who one generation tolerates, the next generation will accept; what that 
generation accepts, the next generation will celebrate.”—Akin.  “Compromise (in 
allowing false teaching) is sin, and repentance is the only way to deal with sin.”—
Boice.  What is the cure for compromise?  Repentance.  


- What is repentance?  Wayne Grudem, in Systematic Theology, defines 
repentance as: “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and 
a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.”  He 
continues to explain that repentance in not just a pattern of life change, 
“(repentance) is not equivalent to a demonstration of change in a person’s 
pattern of life.  Repentance, like faith, is an intellectual understanding (that sin is 
wrong), an emotional approval of the teaching of Scripture regarding sin (a 
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sorrow for sin and a hatred of it), and a personal 
decision to turn from it (a renouncing of sin and a 
decision of the will to forsake it and lead a life of 
obedience to Christ instead).  We cannot say that 
someone has to actually live that changed life over a 
period of time before repentance can be genuine, or 
else repentance would be turned into a kind of 
obedience that we could do to merit salvation for 
ourselves.  Of course, genuine repentance will result in 
a changed life.”  


- Grudem continues to explain repentance further, “Repentance is something that 
occurs in the heart and involves the whole person in a decision to turn from sin.  
It is important to realize that mere sorrow for one’s actions, or even deep 
remorse over one’s actions, does not constitute genuine repentance unless it is 
accompanied by a sincere decision to forsake sin that is being committed 
against God.”  2 Cor. 7:9-10. 


• Why do I spend so much time on repentance?  In our world/our society today 
repentance is not promoted.  I think that the we as Christians have become 
really bad a repentance.  We understand what is wrong according to the Bible 
but when it comes to sorrow, renouncing, and forsaking it; we tend to fail.  
Often times we are like Esau—Heb. 12:12-17.  Often times we weep over our 
sins, but we don’t repent.  


• Only a part of the church has fallen to the false teaching but Jesus tells the church 
that all are guilty of not doing anything—Heb. 3:13-14, James 5:19-20 (God is 
using human agents to bring back wondering brother and sister).  “The believers 
are being given a choice:  go to war against the heretics or else God will do so for 
them but with far more drastic results.”—Osborne.  


• Jesus coming to them quick is not a comforting meeting but Jesus is coming in 
judgment.  “A failure to repent would result in a swift and serious response from 
Christ.”—Akin.  When Jesus says He will come against His church this is a sad 
moment for Him.  


• Jesus’ weapon would be His Word.  This is a word of judgment that will come from 
Jesus’ mouth.  He will pronounce judgment on them.  “it is not often that we think 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as a warrior, and still less as one who would fight against 
his own alleged people—against apparent believers.  But that is the picture that 
we have here.  It is a picture of Jesus opposing those who hold to the teaching of 
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Balaam and the Nicolaitans, because he ‘hates’ their practices, knowing the 
danger that they pose to the church.”—Boice. 


- Verse 17: 


• So Jesus tells them if they don’t repent or change their ways, He will come against 
them.  But if they do change their ways or those that have been faithful will receive 
hidden manna and a white stone.  


- Manna was the food that was supplied to Israel when they were wandering the 
desert.  We are not sure what is meant by this hidden manna.  What we can 
understand is that Jesus will take care of those that remain faithful.  “Jesus, as 
the Good Shepherd, will graciously feed His people the spiritual food they need 
for eternal nourishment.  After all, He is the true ‘bread of life’ (John 
6:35&48-51).”—Akin.  The one who overcomes has a celestial food that is not 
for the whole world but for those that persevere in Christ—John 4:31-34.    


- There are several meanings to what the white stone could mean:  


• In ancient days, in a trial, jurors would cast a white stone into a jar or basket 
to show they thought the person was innocent.  


• “There existed a Thracian custom fo marking every good day by a white 
stone.”—Mounce. 


• It could be reference to one of the stones on the breastplate of the high priest.
—Exod. 28:30.  


• It could be a ticket of admission to the banquet.  


• “They were distributed to the poor in Rome by the emperors to insure a 
regular supply of corn.”  


• They were given to the victory of games or to gladiators showing that they 
had won.  They allowed them to retire from competition. 


• It could be “a reference to reckoning, since white stones were often used in 
calculations.”—Morris.  


• Whites stones were often thought to bring good luck. 


- What we can gather is that those that remain faithful will be accepted and 
are victorious for Christ.   
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- The new name could mean several things as well.  The new name is alluded to 

in Isa. 56:5, 62:2, “which promises that God will give his people a new name, 
removing their shame (64:4); this fits the time fo the new Jerusalem and new 
creation (65:15-19).”—Keener.  


• “In the ancient world and in the Old Testament…..To be given a new name 
was an indication of a new status…Therefore, believers’ reception of this 
name represents their final reward of consummate identification and unity with 
the intimate, end-time presence and power of Christ in his kingdom and under 
his sovereign authority….The new name is a mark of genuine membership in 
the community of the redeemed, without which entry in to the eternal ‘city of 
God’ is impossible.”—Akin.  


• It could be the name of Christ—Rev. 19:12-16.


• It could be the new name of the one that overcame—Rev. 3:12.  “All of these 
names “refer to the intimate eschatological presence of God and Christ with 
his people, as expressed most clearly by Rev. 22:3-4.”—Akin.    


When we compare most of North American Christianity today, we see Christians 
deeply committed to their own material advancement, spending countless hours each 
week on entertainment, yet far less on learning God’s Word. Studies indicate that the 
vast majority of “evangelical” Christians today never share their faith with non-
Christians in the sense of explaining salvation to them.  If we read our culture in light of 
Scripture rather than the reverse, dare we doubt that the church is sorely in need of 
spiritual awakening? Balaam and Jezebel no longer represent factions within the 
church; they dominate it, and Revelation’s only solution for us is repentance (2:16, 21–
22). Although only a faction of the church has succumbed to such teachings (2:14–15), 
Jesus tells the entire church that he has this against them and then calls on it to repent 
(2:16). In other words, if we choose to look the other way when apostasy is occurring, 
then we must share the Lord’s reproof.


Keener, Craig S.. Revelation (The NIV Application Commentary Book 20) (p. 128). 
Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition. 
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