
Revelation 

Revelation 2 

Rev. 2: 12-17


- 	12	 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp 
two-edged sword says this: 13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne 
is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of 
Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan 
dwells. 14 ‘But I have a few things against you, because you have there some 
who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling 
block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit 
acts of immorality.  15 ‘So you also have some who in the same way hold the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans.  16 ‘Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you 
quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth.  17 ‘He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who 
overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a 
white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he 
who receives it.’


- Introduction:

• Pergamum is about 10-15 miles inland from the Aegean Sea.  It was about 70 

miles north of Smyrna.  Pliny the younger called Pergamum “by far the most 
distinguished city in Asia.”  “Built on a cone-shaped hill a thousand feet in height, 
it dominated the surrounding valley of the Caicus.  It’s very name in Greek 
(Pergamon) means citadel.”—Mounce.  “  

- It really came to power in 197-159 B.C.  “Alexander the Great turned it into a 

great military fortress.”—Osborne.  Its last kind willed the city to the Romans in 
133 B.C. and it became the capital of the Roman province that was in Asia.  It 
was not good for trade but it was more important for administration.  It had a 
population anywhere between 120,00-200,000 people.  It was given the right by 
Rome to govern itself and could execute capital punishment.  Pergamum was 
one of the cities that the Jews thought would be part of the divine destruction.    


- It had a library of over 200,000 parchment scrolls.  This is the second most to 
the library in Alexandria Egypt.  It was a great city of learning in comparison with 
Athens and Alexandria.  “Indeed, our word ‘parchment’ is derived from this 
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name ‘Pergamum.”—Morris.  It was called pergamos charta (the Pergamos 
sheet).      


- “The most spectacular aspect of this remarkable city was the upper terrace of 
the citadel with its sacred and royal buildings.  Of there, the most remarkable 
was the great altar of Zeus that jutted out near the top of the mountain.”—
Mounce.  “With a citadel nearly thirteen hundred feet above the plain of the 
Cairus River and a major city at its base.”—Osborne.  There was a very large 
altar to Zeus there and Osborne describes it like this, “The great altar to Zeus, 
forty feet high, depicting the victory of Attalus I over the Galatians and with a 
frieze around the base depicting the victory of the Hellenistic gods over the 
giants of the earth (civilization over paganism), stood on a high terrace at the top 
of the mountain.”  There was a sacrifice on the altar burning day and night and 
there were teams of priests that would watch it and keep the fire going 24 hours 
a day.   


- This was once again a very religious city.  “Temples, altars, and shrines were 
dedicated to Zeus (king of the gods and known there as ‘savior-god’ from the 
primary titles taken by the Attalid kings), Athena (goddess of victory and patron 
of the city), Dionysus(patron god of the dynasty, symbolized by a bull), and 
asklepios (god of healing, symbolized by a serpent).”—Osborne.  Asklepios was 
thought to be a healer and this brought people from all over the world to 
Pergamum to be healed.  But, Galen, one of the most famous doctors grew up 
and trained in Pergamum and so it was a city that was on the cutting edge of 
medicine for the time.


- It was a center for Caesar-worship and had a temple for the Caesar, a living 
Caesar, as early as 29 B.C.  “It attained the coveted title neokoros, ‘Temple-
sweeper’(warden of the imperial worship) before either Smyrna or Ephesus, and 
took its devotion to emperor-worship seriously.  In due course it added a second 
and a third temple in honor of the emperor.”—Morris.  “By the time John wrote 
Revelation, there was no city in Asia in which the worship of Caesar was 
stronger, and therefore no place where Christians were in more immediate 
danger for refusing to sacrifice to the emperor and confess that ‘Caesar is 
Lord.’”—Boice.    


- One of the main ideas of the study of this church is that believers and churches 
can not compromise in their theology and ethics.  We have to remain faithful to 
God, His Word, His ways, and His plan.  This church struggled with dangers 
outside the church, as we hear about a martyr of this church.  The biggest 
struggle for this church comes from inside the church.  “Our greatest threats to 
spiritual health and life are not opposition or even persecution from unbelieving, 
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evil, and wicked men energized by Satan.  Rather, it is when we allow into our 
community of faith spiritual Trojan courses that will sow seeds of destruction 
given the opportunity.”—Akin.       


- “It struck me at once that the weakness of the church in Ephesus was 
abandoning their first love, while the danger that the church in Pergamum faced 
was compromising the authority of Christ and his gospel.”—Boice.  


- Verse 12: “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the 
sharp two-edged sword says this:

• Why does Jesus describe Himself this way to the church here at Pergamum?  


- The proconsul was able to judge for itself in the city and they were able to 
convict people of capital punishment—death.  The name of this right is: “right of 
the sword.”  The symbol of the Roman justice was a two edge sword.  What 
Christ is reminding the church in Pergamum is that, He is the one who has the 
two edge sword, has the ultimate power not the government.  Life and death 
does not belong to the government but it belongs to Christ.   

• This “sharp two-edge sword come from Jesus mouth—Rev. 1:16, Rev. 2:16, 

Rev. 19:15&21.  The sword of justice is coming out of Christ mouth.  This is 
the Word of God.  We see that it is coming from Jesus mouth, meaning that 
Jesus has authority.  It also reveals that Jesus is the Messiah—Isa. 11:1-4. 

- The sword is sharp and not dull is an important detail that Jesus gives us.  It 

is sharp and double-edged being able to hurt and heal.  “It cuts and cures.”
—Akin.  This verse reminds us of Heb. 4:12.  “The word of God is at once 
an instrument of life and an instrument of death.”—Akin.  


- Verse 13:  	13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast 
My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My 
faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

• Jesus acknowledges the difficult place they live.  The environment that is so pagan 

and the danger that goes along with that for Christians.  The word, dwell (katoikeis) 
shows that the Christians were living there.  It was their home not just a stopping 
place but the place they live.    


• What is meant by: they live where Satan’s throne is?  Well, that has been debated 
for a long time by many different scholars.  Here are the most popular views:

- The throne of Zeus was there and it overlooked the city.  

- The followers of Asklepios called him the savior and his symbol was the serpent 

which is obviously a Christians symbol for Satan—Rev. 12:9, Rev. 20:2, Gen. 
3:1. 


- There were several altars, shrines, and temples to cults in Pergamum.  
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- When approaching the city from the south, the city looked like a giant throne 

that was high over the plain.  

- The most popular option is: the connection that Pergamum had with Rome.  

There were 3 temples to Roman worship.  They were as loyal to Rome as a city 
could get.  

• “This is the major problem behind Revelation as a whole and was the core of 

Pergamum religion.  Pergamum was obsessed with a love of the state.  
Patriotism had crossed the line into idolatry.  To not line up enthusiastically 
with the preeminence and politics of the state was to fail to be a good citizen.”
—Akin.  They would argue that Caesar is lord not Christ.  They did not mind if 
Christians followed Christ as long as He did not get in the way of them 
worshiping Caesar and duty to government.  


• The church holds fast to Jesus’ name.  Which means that there have been faithful 
witnesses even when opposition is all around.  Some had not denied their faith 
and worshiped the Roman cult leaders.  Hold fast to Jesus’ name means that they 
“grasp forcibly” to the essence of Jesus; or His basic characteristics.    

- The zeal for Christ did not fade in the church at Pergamum.    


• Antipas, was a martyr of this church.  We don’t know much about Antipas.  We do 
have some legend about him.  “The legend appears in later hagiographers that he 
was slowly roasted to death in a brazen bowl during the reign of Domitian.”—
Mounce.  

- It is interesting to note that Jesus gives this Antipas, one of the same title that 

Jesus uses for Himself.  Jesus calls him, “faithful witness.”—Rev. 1:5.  “Christ 
was God’s faithful witness unto death, and Antipas was Jesus’ faithful witness 
unto death!  The Son honored His Father in death, and Antipas honored his Lord 
in death.”—Akin. 

• John Allen states that 80% of religious discrimination in the world is against 

Christians.  He sights things like: societal discrimination, institutional 
discrimination, employment discrimination, legal discrimination, violence 
against individual Christians, suppression of Christian missions, suppression 
of conversion to Christianity, forced conversion from Christianity, suppression 
of corporate worship, and community oppression.  

- “When it come to deaths, ’90% of all people killed on the basis of religious 

beliefs in the world today are Christians’(ibid).  Depending on who is 
counting, there are ‘100,000 to 150,000 new Christians martyrs every 
year’(ibid).”—Akin.  Scripture is very clear about those who die for their faith
—Ps. 116:15, Rev. 14:13, Phil. 1:21.
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• The re-mentioning of the fact that Satan lives there points to how active Satan was 

in this city.  “In other words, they live in Satan’s hometown, and this is proven by 
Antipas’s martyrdom and by the total opposition of the pagan populace and 
Roman officials to the saints in Pergamum.  Satan is the true origin of this hatred.”
—Osborne.    
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