
Revelation

Revelation 2 

Revelation 2:1-7


1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands.  2 “ ‘I know 
your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those 
who are evil, but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and 
found them to be false. 3 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my 
name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove 
your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6 Yet this you have: you hate the 
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 


- Verse 1:


• Here we see Jesus holds the stars (the angels (the messengers of the church)) in 
His right hand.  We also see that Jesus is walking among the churches which 
means that Jesus’ presence is there and He sees their actions. “Christ who is 
intimately concerned with them and cares for them.”—Morris.  


- What is being said about Jesus from Him being described by these 2 
descriptions?  


• Well, there are 2 slight changes in the text as we read them.  


- First—Echo means: to possess, have, own, hold on to, retain with the hand.  
Dexia means: to hold on to an object, to retain in the hand, to seize, to grab, 
control, have power over, arrest, seize into custody, keep.  


• 16 In his right hand he held (ἔχω—echo) seven stars, from his mouth 
came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in 
full strength.  


• “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who 
holds (κρατέω—dexia) the seven stars in his right hand, who walks 
among the seven golden lampstands.
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- So with the different definitions and the verse side by side we can see 

that the more forceful, clear, and emphasized word is in Rev. 2:1.  This 
really reveals to the Ephesian church and to the church in general that 
Jesus is sovereign and in control.  He has power over the star/angels 
and He has power over the churches.  As we will see, Jesus threatens 
to take away the church if they do not change their ways.  This helps 
the church to realize that Jesus has the power to do so.  


- Second—In Chapter 2 Christ is not just in the midst of the churches but He 
is walking in the midst of the churches.  This really points to Jesus’ active 
role in the church and watching over the churches but also affirming once 
again His authority over the church.  


- Verse 2: 


• Based on what we learned in verse 1, Jesus has the authority to say, “I know your 
deeds.”  Jesus knows what is going on among His people.   


- The first of those deeds are “toil and perseverance.  Toil is the idea of working or 
laboring hard for God.  This is an active work that requires action which caused 
the Ephesians to work to the point of exhaustion.  Perseverance is more passive 
and required patiently dealing with the society and culture they were in.  This 
was a society and culture that was totally different and against the way that 
Jesus had told them to live—Acts 19:8-10–40.  


• This word toil is used often in the New Testament—1 Cor. 3:8, 1 Cor. 15:58.  
The word perseverance appears in: Roman 5:3-4.  Suffering produces 
endurance/perseverance and endurance/perseverance produces character.  
Character produces hope.  


- Then, they “don’t tolerate evil men, and put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not.”  One of the big problems in the church 
is that people continually try to come into the church, dilute the church.  These 
false people try to infiltrate the church and bring the church down.  


• These false prophets were people who were, “representatives who traveled 
from place to place with complete authority from the sending church.”—
Osborne.  Sometime the sending church was a wolf seeking to destroy other 
churches.  Some biblical examples of these representative are:—2 Cor. 8:23, 
Phil. 2:25.  


2



Revelation
- Jesus warned people of false prophets that would come and try to destroy 

the church—Matt. 7:15.  Paul told the Ephesians that others would come to 
try to destroy the church as well—Acts 20:29.  Now Jesus tells the Ephesian 
church through John that they have done well at keeping the wolves out of 
the church—Eph. 4:14.  


• The early church was diligent at testing those that came in to the church
—1 Thess. 5:20-21, 1 Cor. 14:29, 1 John 4:1.   Christians today should be 
diligent in testing those that come into the church or that are out in the 
information world to see if they are evil people or false prophets—Matt. 
7:20.


- We see that the Ephesian church did not take their faith lightly.  They 
understood the commitment that they made and understood the 
demands on them.  “Holiness and purity mattered to them.  Scripture 
not the culture, guided their moral behavior.  Purity of life was a 
hallmark of this community of faith.”—Akin.  


- Verse 3:


• Jesus, now a second time, commended the Ephesian church for its perseverance.  
The church, “its willingness to put up with hardship, and its dedicated labor.”—
Mounce.  


• This church worked hard.  Not all Christians work hard; some of us are lazy and 
not diligent in anything we do for Christ.  Work is a good thing, that is why God 
calls us to join in the work that He is doing.  If we are to be Christ-like, we need to 
work as Christ did.  


• They have endured for Christ’s sake and have not grown weary (κοπιάω—kopiao—
To become emotionally fatigued and discouraged to give up, to lose heart) of the 
labor that Jesus had given them.  


- This church has worked hard for the sake of Christ.  They have battled for the 
sake of Christ’s name.  They have stood strong in their theology, doctrine, and 
practice all the while triumphing over heretics (false teachers/believer) and not 
grown weary from doing it.  
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