
Revelation 

Revelation 1 

Rev. 1:9-11


Rev. 1:9

- Revelation 1:9 (NAS):  9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation 

and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos 
because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.


• John writes the the churches not as a one who has no credibility but as one with 
authority in the church but also as who has paid the price of exile for his 
faithfulness.  


• John fully understands the churches persecution and difficulty that they have been 
going through.  John calls himself your brother revealing that close relationship 
they experienced as part of the same religious body.  John points out that those in 
the churches are not alone in their suffering and that John is not alone in his 
suffering. 


- John calls attention to the common tribulation or suffering between himself and 
the churches.  Suffering comes everyday to faithful followers of Christ—2 Tim. 
3:12, John 16:33, Acts 14:22.  “Christians will be attacked, exiled, slaughtered, 
beheaded.  Serving Christ will not be easy.  It is costly!  John’s reward for being 
such a faithful witness was imprisonment and being sent away to die alone.  
There was no health and wealth for this follower of Jesus.”—Akin 


- “His Lord has suffered, and his brother James was martyred.  Paul and Peter 
were likewise dead.  John knew that many share as partners in the Lord’s work.  
He could therefore take heart; we suffer as family.”—Akin


• As we look at the 3 things John mentions they kind of go hand in hand.  “The 
tribulation or suffering, the kingdom, and perseverance in Jesus.


- Endurance really calls for fortified view of God, His promises, and the 
salvation He provides.  How do we endure?  Through Christ but also 
through faithful obedience to God.      


• There is privilege and purpose in our suffering and endurance.  The 
kingdom is open to us as we serve and reign.  “This is the key to 
(kingdom) in Revelation: in the present we are both ‘kingdom and priest 

1



Revelation 
(1:6, 5:10) in the midst of the ‘kingdoms’ of evil (17:12&17&18) as we 
await the appearance of the ‘King of kings’ (19:16), who will visit wrath 
upon the ‘kingdom’ of the beast (16:10) and replace ‘the kingdom of this 
world’ with the internal ‘kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ’ (11:15, 
12:10).”—Osborne.  John’s suffering was not a surprise to God nor is our 
suffering a surprise to God.  


- Jesus strengthen us in our suffering and being a witness to God, His 
word, and His work may cost us but we inherit the kingdom of God.  


• John was exiled to Patmos.  “A small, rocky island (approximately ten miles long 
and five miles wide) in the Aegean Sea some frosty miles west-southwest of 
Miletus.  Its rugged terrain enters the imagery of the Apocalypse in its emphasis on 
rocks and mountains.  In addition to its significance for navigation between 
Ephesus and Rome, it may have served as a penal settlement to which the Roman 
authorities sent offenders.”—Mounce 


- John tells us that he is on the island because, “the world of God and the 
testimony of Jesus.”  


• The authorities thought John peaching and teaching was causing  people to 
rebel.  So John was removed in attempts to cause people to not rebel but also 
to inhibit the growth of the church.  


- Some would argue that John was just sent there and that the condition that 
he lives were not to bad.  They just wanted him away from the general 
public so he would not have a very large impact on people.  In a 
banishment situation like this, John would have been banished on the island 
until death unless a government official lifted the ban. They would make this 
argument from the place that John was permitted to have visitors.    


- Other argued as Akin does, “The conditions under which he lived would 
have been harsh.  Exhausting labor under the watchful eye (and ready whip) 
of a Roman overseer, insufficient food and clothing, and having to sleep on 
the bare ground would have taken their toll on a ninety-year-old man.”  


• John was like banished there under the reign of Domitians and was likely 
there only a short time not because he served his time but because Nerva 
granted him amnesty.  
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Revelation 

Rev. 1:10-11

- Rev. 1:10, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a loud voice 

like the sound of a trumpet, 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see, and send it to 
the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 
and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”


• John tells us that he was in the spirit on the Lords day.  


- Mounce writes, “This expression refers to a state of spiritual exaltation best 
described as a trance.”  


- Morris writes, “It is certainly a state in which the Seer is specially open to the 
Holy Spirit and ready to see visions.”  


- Akin writes, “Like Old Testament prophets he was in a supernatural state of 
inspiration as he wrote.  He was ‘caught up in an ecstatic experience….It was a 
divine seizing by God.”  


- Keener writes, “Given the usual sense of ‘in the Spirit’ among John’s 
contemporaries, ‘worship in the Spirit’ (John 4:24, Phil. 3:3) undoubtedly meant 
Spirit-guided and Spirit-empowered worship.”  


- Osborne writes, “The phrase appears often in the NT, sometime of the 
inspiration of OT authors (e.g. Matt. 22:43) or of prophetic utterance (e.g. Luke 
2:27; 1Cor. 12:3) or spiritual guidance (e.g. Acts 19:21).”  


- What do we actually know?  


• This phrasing is used 3 other times in Revelation—Rev. 4:2, 17:3, 21:10.  


-  Peter and Paul had similar experiences—Acts 10:10, 11:5, 22:17, 2 Cor. 
12:2-4.  


• John did not seek out this experience it was something that God was in 
control of.  John seems to be conscious for this vision.  


- “The Spirit as the source of prophetic inspiration is quite common in 
the OT (e.g. Num. 24:2; 1 Kings 18:12, Joel 2:28, but especially in Ezek. 
3:12&14, 8:3, 11:1&24, 37:1, 43:5, with his characteristic “The Spirit of 
the Lord Lifted me up and brought me’).”—Osborne
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Revelation 
• John tells us that the experience is to tell all that will read it that God 

in the process of this vision and ultimately working in bring history to 
an end.  


• “On the Lord’s day.”  


- This phrase is not agreed on as well as the “in the Spirit” phrase.  This is the 
only use of the expression in the New Testament and John does not help us out 
very much in explaining it.  


• Some would conclude that the Lord’s day is a term for the first day of the 
week.  This day is the Lord’s day because we are to give God the first fruits 
and Christ rose from the grave on the first day of the week.  So Christians 
choose the first day of the week to give God their time but to also honor 
Christ.  This day would be Sunday. John 20:19&26, 1 Cor. 16:2, Acts 20:7.  
This is the most widely accepted view among commentators.  


• Some will conclude that “the Lord’s day” is referring to the Day that Jesus 
resurrected from the grave (Easter). 


• Some believe that “the Lord’s day” means: “that John is transported to the 
time of the eschaton.”—Osborne quoting Bullinger and Walvoord.  This is not 
a very popular view and Osborne does not support it.    


• So John, “in the Spirit” on “the Lord’s Day” hears a loud voice.  


- “Trumpets are mentioned more often in Revelation than in  the rest of the New 
Testament put together, and they are usually associated with the last things.”—
Morris.  Even in the New Testament we see trumpet’s signifying end times and 
God winning—Matt. 24:31, 1 Cor. 15:52, 1 Thess. 4:16.  


• “It was sharp, clear, and loud—a clarion call.  Some say the voice is that of an 
angel, but what follows clearly identifies the speaker as the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”—Akin.  


• “The ecstatic experience is auditory before it is visionary.”—Osborne. 


• Verse 11 tells us that the voice told John to write down everything he see to the 7 
churches.  


- The entire book was to be read before all the 7 churches and beyond them to 
the corporate church.  
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Revelation 
• This was probably not going to be a popular move by John.  He was 

respected and shared in their suffering but he was also airing their dirty 
laundry for everyone to see.  


- John’s obedience was more important to him then his status and likeablity 
in the churches.  John by his obedience is serving Christ and His churches 
as well.  


• This command to write is the 1st of 12 places in the book of Revelation.  
This charge carries the charges of the Old Testament prophets to writes 
as well—Exod. 17:14, Isa. 30:8, Jer. 36:28. 


- This command to write is likely an introduction to the vision of the book 
but is is expanded in verse 19 as we will see.  
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