
Revelation

Revelation 1 

Rev. 1:7-8

- Rev. 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even 

those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to 
be. Amen.”


- After this opening piece comes this moment of looking forward to the coming of the 
Lord. 


- “Behold!!!”  This call to pay attention appears 25 times in Revelation.  “We as readers 
are beckoned to pay attention because what follows in  important.”—Akin 


• This is pointing to the coming of the Lord that Dan. 7:13 spoke of and the 
mourning of those who pieced Him that Zech. 12:10 prophesied about.


- John calls attention to these prophecies and points them to Christ and the 
response to the hostile world—Matt. 11:2-3, John 3:31.   


• Clouds often connected with divine activity in the Old Testament and in a 
couple places in the New Testament too—Exod. 13:21, Exod. 16:10, Num. 
11:25, Ps. 104:3, Is. 19:1, Matt. 17:5, Acts 1:9.


• Jesus even points out this very moment in Matt. 24:29-31.  Jesus coming this 
time is not in the way that He came before. He is coming in full authority, deity, 
and sovereignty.  


• The idea of those that pieced Jesus are not only limited to Israel (or as Zech. 
12:10 a tribe of Israel ) but it is all of those who were as Mounce writes, “but 
extends to all those of every age whose careless indifference to Jesus is 
typified the act of piecing.  At his coming all the tribes of earth (not the twelve 
tribes of Israel but the non-Christian world represented in therms of ethnic 
divisions) will mourn for him.”  


• All people will see and know that the Messiah was put to death by mankind.  


- What is being said is that unbelievers will mourn the judgement that is 
coming because of their rejection of Jesus.   


• This judgement means that the wicked will be overthrown and that Christ 
will win, so those that are Christ will win. 
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- What we must understand is that just as Daniel tells us that Jesus will come in glory, 

He will also come and establish an everlasting dominion—Dan. 7:14.  


• It is important to know the idea of soon is always there.  The imminence of Jesus 
return is stressed here as well as in: Rev. 16:15, 22:7, 22:12.  


- Jesus coming is found 11 times in the book of Revelation.  


- Rev. 1:8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty.”


- Here and Rev. 21:5-6 does God directly speak.  Leon Morris wrote, “Revelation is 
concerned with the problem of power and this verse gives expression early in the 
book to the conviction that God is sovereign.”    


- We have 3 titles for God here.  These titles help us understand His power and who 
He is.  


• Alpha being the first letter of the Greek alphabet and Omega being the last letter of 
the Greek alphabet reveals to us much of what God is trying to say to us.  Akin 
writes, “We would say, ‘the A to Z.’”  


- Rev. 21:6 adds to this title: “the Beginning and the End.”  This paired with the 
first and last letters of the Greek alphabet helps us see that God is saying He is 
as Mounce writes, “God is the sovereign Lord over everything that takes place in 
the entire course of human history.”  


• God was before all things and will be after all things are gone.  This title for 
God should comfort believers.  It should reveal to us that nothing is out of His 
control and that God’s purpose is somehow at work no matter what is going 
on in life.  


• “Who is and who was, and who is to come,” also speaks to God eternity.  


- God is eternal and everlasting.  Akin writes, “There never was a time when He 
was not, and there will never be a time when He is not.”  


• The last of the 3 titles in verse 8 is: “the Almighty.”  It seems pretty easy to say that 
if God is eternal, in control of all things that happen, then He is also almighty.     


- This title is found only 12 times in the New Testament.  9 of those are found in 
Revelation—1:8, 4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7, 16:14, 19:6, 19:15, 21:22.  
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• This title “Almighty” is suppose to encourage believers that no matter what is 

going on, no matter the crisis, God is with you.  


- In the Old Testament this name would best match up with: “Lord of Hosts”
—2 Sam. 5:10, Amos 3:13.  


• This title help the readers to understand God’s omnipotence and 
authority.  “With the connotation of God’s absolute power and control.”—
Osborne. 


- This is a contrast from the old Greek stories.  


• “In the old Greek stories most widely told, deities often appeared 
pathetic.  Such deities could be captured and interrogated by 
mortals, or proved unable to protect a mortal relative; their power 
was a far cry from that of the living God of ancient Israel.”—Keener.


• “For Christians suffering under Caesar, the automator or emperor, 
knowing that they served the “Almighty’ must have provided 
strength.  Caesar might rule citizens of an empire in limited ways, but 
God rule the cosmos; and God, who is the beginning and the end, 
will guide the course of history long after Caesar’s death and the 
cremation of his body in Rome.”—Keener.   
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