
Revelation

Revelation 1 

Rev. 1:5b-6

- Revelation 1:5–6 (NAS): To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His 

blood— 6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to 
Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.


• Jesus is central in the eschatological narrative and “the warrior Lamb (Rev. 5) and 
the King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16).”—Akin


• Now we have a celebration of Jesus’ work and we often take for grant what Christ 
has done for us.  


- Jesus freed us from our sins and love is on display by His redeeming blood.  
Freeing us from the bondage of sin and the penalty it carries.  


• Jesus’ love—Rom. 8:37, Gal. 2:20, Eph. 5:2&25, Rev. 5:6&9&12, 7;14, 12:11, 
13:8.  We see Jesus past love, to His sacrificial death, and to His future love in 
defeating the forces of evil.  


• Jesus loved and continually loves us—Gal. 2:20.  His paid our penalty, He 
lived the life we couldn’t live, He died the death we deserved, and He paid the 
penalty wee could not pay.  This is the love of Christ.  


• “This assurance of Christ’s love would encourage the suffering believers 
among John’s readers; his death also provided as example for those called to 
join in the Lamb’s sacrifice on behalf of God’s mission in the world (Rev. 6:9).”
—Keener


- By this redeeming blood He not only freed us but added us to the kingdom
—1 Peter 2:5&9.  “Corporately they are a “kingdom” (stressing their royal 
standing in connection with the exaltation of Christ as ruler of all earthly 
kings), and individually they are priest (emphasizing their role in serving god 
as a result of Christ’s sacrificial death).”—Mounce.


• Forgiveness was more than enough but God does not stop there.  


• The kingdom of God was one of the main teaching of Jesus in the 
gospels.  Those that are His are the kingdom.  
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- It is not like earthly kingdoms but a kingdom without boundaries or 

confined to a certain realm.  “It consists of those who have been loosed 
from their sins through Christ and who now lives to do his service.”  


• This idea that we are a kingdom means that we have an active role in 
ruling with Christ.  


- Authority over the nations—Rev. 3:21, sit with Him in the throne—Rev. 
5:10, reigning on earth—Rev. 20:4, authority to judge—Rev. 20:6. 


- As priests (ordinary Christian not some privileged hierarchy) God’s people 
have direct access to God—Heb. 10:19-20.  To speak to God for others and 
to speak to men on God’s behalf—2 Cor. 5:20.


• We are also tasked with serving God—Rom. 12:2.  We should follow the 
footsteps of Jesus and serve God the Father even if it leads to death.  


- We may feel like we have lowly positions here on earth but in reality we 
are placed into high positions with Christ.  


• “The world is now in seeming control, but Christ has already entered 
the world and as a result of his love has freed them from the burdens 
fo their sins and made them part of his kingdom, in which they are 
both royalty and priests.  Their reign with him has already begun, 
even though it is yet to be consummated.”—Osborne


- This reign has begun but is not final yet.   
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