
Revelation 

Revelation 1 

Rev. 1:4-5a

- Revelation 1:4-6 (NAS):  4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you 

and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 
Spirits who are before His throne,  5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.


- John’s close relationship with these 7 churches reveals that he did not need to 
qualify himself when writing.  His authority in these churches has already been 
established.  


- Asia under Roman control was typically the western portion of Asia Minor which 
is modern day turkey.  


- The 7 churches refer to the 7 historical churches in Asia.  
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Revelation 
- Why these 7 churches?  


• The reason is not fully know why these churches were addressed because we 
know there were other churches in Asia (Troas—Acts 20:5, Colossae—Col. 
1:2, Hierapolis—Col. 4:13).  These churches were of equal importance to 
those written to.  


- One thought is that the churches were addressed as John addresses them, 
make a circular path and a circle was a symbol of completion.  


- Others will argue that, these were the most prominent and strategic cities in 
the region.  That these churches would spread the word quickly.  


• Cyzicus was much further north than Thyatira and Ephesus was one of 
the most important cities in the area.  Ephesus was also the closest city 
to Patmos.  


- John’s messenger probably carried the book from congregation to 
congregation until they all heard the book.  


• Each church has a specific problem or problems to address (which 
many not be the church itself but the circumstance the church is in). 


- But the number 7 could hardly be by accident.  This is the favorite number of 
Apocalyptic text.  


• Numbers are often important and symbolic in Revelation. No other number is 
more significant than the number 7.  The number 7 appears 54 time in the 
book of Revelation.  


- In the OT, 7 was used to show the fullness or the time necessary for 
something to be done effectively.  Or the idea of completeness  or 
thoroughness.  


• Sometimes 7 is both literal and figurative like in Lev. 4-16–“sprinkling 
blood 7 times” is both literal action and a figurative representation of a 
complete, effective act.  


- Other time it is completely figurative for completeness—Lev. 26:18-28.   


• What kind of fullness is in mind? 


- We see that the 7 historical churches are a literal number of churches but what 
do these 7 churches represent? 
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Revelation 
• These 7 churches are seen as representatives of all the churches; the 

universal church.  


- This idea is further developed in chapter 2-3 and in the conclusion of each 
letter to be addressed to all “the churches.”  


- Often time the number 7 represents perfection.  


• “Grace—God’s unmerited favor; all that He does in redemption for underserved  
sinners and peace—blessing and wholeness.”—Akin


- This was a common Hellenistic greeting.  “Christian writers were saying, ‘Now in 
Christ you can experience what was only a hope before, namely true grace and 
peace.’”—Osborne 


• “Peace with God (Rom. 5:1) and the peace of God (Phil. 4:7) flow out of the 
amazing grace of God, what Paul calls the surpassing grace of God (2 Cor. 
9:14).  This grace, Paul also says, ‘has appeared, brings salvation for all 
people (Titus 2:11).’”—Akin


• Who is the grace and peace from?  


- Well, first we see God the Father described as, “the One who is, who was, and 
who is coming.”


• From this description of God the Father it calls attention to His perfection for 
all time.  


- This is an allusion to Exod. 3:14 and most likely to Isa. 41:4, 43:10-11, 44:6, 
48:12.    


• The order of the naming is interesting and most likely significant.  


- It seems out of order as, “who is” is before, “who was.”  


• The message could be that: God was in control of the past and the 
future so he is in control of the present as well no matter how bad it 
looks.  


• Charles Swindoll says, “God is just as much in control of our 
unknown future and unnerving present as He is of our unpleasant 
past.”  
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Revelation 
• Mounce adds, “An uncertain future calls for one who by virtue of His 

eternal existence exercises sovereign control over the course of 
history.”  


- It is also significant that the passage says: “is to come.”  This is one of 
the main focus’ of the book of Revelation. 


• God will intervening in history, God has intervened, and will continue 
to intervene.  


- The second person that grace and peace is from is: “the seven spirits that are 
before his throne.”  


• This is a debated over who exactly the “seven spirits” are.  


- Some believe they are archangels, others just more regular angels, and the 
majority of scholars believe that this is reference to the Holy Spirit.  


• When the phrase is used elsewhere in the book it speaks of divine 
omnipresence—Rev. 5:6


• Also in view of passages like Isa. 11:2 and Zech. 4:1-6&10 where a similar 
phrases is used in more of a Spirit of God manor.  


• “The Holy Spirit of God, John tells us, is in front of God’s throne.  The 
Spirit who energizes and equips the churches for service is the Spirit who 
proceeds from the very throne of God.  We are indeed made sufficient for 
every assignment, every challenge, for the God who lives in us (1 Cor. 
6:19) is the God who is before the throne!  The One who is in heaven is 
the One who also is in us!”—Akin 


- Lastly, 7 as we looked at above can mean perfection so the fact that 
the Holy Spirit is called, “the seven spirits that are before his throne,” 
could be pointing to His perfect work. 


- The third person that grace and peace is from (v. 5) is: Jesus Christ.  


• With the final piece of this greeting reveal we see that this is the Triune God is 
the one offering grace and peace.  


• “Revelation may be about eschatology and the future, but even more than that 
it is a book about the glory and greatness of the warrior Lamb and the King of 
kings and Lord of lords.  
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Revelation 

• Verse 5 reveal that Jesus is sending this greeting of grace and peace but it also 
reveals Jesus witness.  


- Jesus is: a faithful witness.


• He is a faithful witness in His role as mediator of this Revelation (Rev. 1:1) and 
to the testimony of the churches (Rev. 22:16).  


• Also, referring to His life as the witness to the truth from God—John 3:32-33, 
John 18:37.  “Jesus is the archetype and paradigm for the believer, who also 
must stand against evil and idolatry even when it may mean one’s life.”—
Osborne 


- Jesus by living the perfect life as shown us the character of God.  


• This idea of witness with be extended to the saints—Rev. 1:9, 6:9, 
12:11&17, 17:6, 19:10, 20:4.  


- Jesus is: the firstborn from the dead.


• Christ is the exalted Messiah—Col. 1:15&18–and is sovereign over the 
churches because of His resurrection from the dead.  


• This points to the fact that Jesus is the sovereign over all creation.   


• “Jesus did what no person has ever done:  He died, rose from the dead, and 
stayed alive.  However, He is not the only one who will do this; He is the 
firstborn, the first of a new order, the pledge and promise of our resurrection (1 
Cor. 6:14).”  


- This also points to Ps. 89:27 where David describes God as the firstborn, 
most exalted of the kings of the earth.


- Jesus is: the ruler of kings on earth.  


• “What the devil offered in return for worship (all the kingdoms of the world and 
their splendor, Matt. 4:8) Jesus achieved through faithful obedience that led to 
death.  Vindicated by the resurrection, he is , at the consummation, to be 
universally acknowledged as supreme ruler (Phil. 2:10-11).  The threefold title 
is intended to encourage and sustain believers about to enter a time of severe 
persecution for their faith in Jesus.”—Mounce 
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