
Revelation 
Revelation 1 
“The purpose of Revelation is not to titillate our imagination to wild speculative interpretations.  It is to inspire 
and motivate us to faithfulness and obedience.”—Daniel Akin


Rev. 1:2-3

- Revelation 1:2 (NAS):  2 who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 

even to all that he saw.


• John bore witness to everything he saw.  Which is the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.  


- John’s first function as a “servant of Christ” is testifying about: 


• 1. The word of God 


• 2. The testimony of Jesus


- “Both John and Jesus “witness” to the reality of the imminent events.  


• John’s testifying is giving evidence to the church and the world.    


- Revelation 1:3 (NAS):  3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, 
and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near.


• The book of Revelation begins and ends with a blessing.  


• This is the first of 7 beatitudes that occur throughout the book of Revelation.  


- (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14)


• In John’s day most people could not read so they had to learn from things being read aloud.  


- In biblical words hearing often meant heeding.  What is the difference between hearing and 
heeding?  


• There is a responsibility of both those who read and those that heard the word of the 
prophecy.


- Taking heed is obedience.  There is an ethical (moral principles) purpose in the book of 
Revelation.   


- This verse is so very similar to the words of Jesus in Luke 11:28.  


• Those that hear this prophecy are to take to heart the things written reveals that it will 
require work on the reader and hearers account.  


- This helps us to understand that this is moral instruction (leading in what is right and 
wrong) not just a prediction.
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Revelation 
• This is not just for the our understanding but it is for our action as well.  This 

revelation and witness that John gives us is not: “intended as an apocalyptic 
curiosity to tantalize the intellect but to inform Christians about how God  wants 
them to live in the light of recent redemptive history.”—Beale          


- Believer’s in Christ are called by the book of Revelation; and it begins here in 
this verse; to live exemplary lives in light of these prophecies—1:3, 16:15, 22:7.  


- Yes, blessings will come to those who obey, that read and keep and those who 
hear and keep the word of this book.  


- These 2 terms are often combined in both the OT and the NT.  The hebrew word 
for hear also means obey.  


• We will find that in the letters to the 7 churches each contains an element to hearing and 
obeying—2:7, 11, 17, 26, 3:6, 12-12-13, 21-22, 13:9.  


- It is one of the central themes, “keeping and observing” God’s commands in the the entire 
book: 1:3, 2:26, 3:3, 3:8, 3:10, 12:17, 14:12, 16:15, 22:7&9.  


• John has a reason that his readers should obey/take heed/hear the things of this book: “the 
time is near.” 


- This is the 2nd time John warns us about the time being near.  


• The nearness of Jesus return is a popular topic in the NT which calls believers to live right 
and in obedience to God—Rom. 13:12, Heb. 10:25, James 5:8, 1 Peter 4:7, Mark 13:28-29, 
Rom. 13:11, Phil. 4:5.  


- In each one of these verses the focus in not just towards the end but also on ethics—
living right.  


• “The readers should obey. The ethical injunctions of John’s prophetic words because 
of what their Lord has done for them and what he will do in the future.  To claim to have 
benefited from Christ’s past redemptive work entails an acknowledgement to submit to 
him as Lord in the present and in the future.  
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