
Revelation

Revelation 1 

Revelation 1:17-20


Rev. 1:17-20, “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed 
His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and 
the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the 
keys of death and of Hades.  19 “Therefore write the things which you have seen, 
and the things which are, and the things which will take place after these things.  
20 “As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the 
seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, 
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”


- Verse 17


• John’s response to see Jesus was appropriate.  He fell as though he was a dead 
man.  We find this being one of the typical responses to seeing what John saw—
Josh. 5:14, Ezek. 1:28, Dan. 8:17-18 & 10:15, Matt. 17:6, Acts 26:14.  

- This “like a dead man,” is a physical effect of what he saw.  It was such a vision, 

such a tremendous experience that it effected him physically.  


• “Falling as if one were ‘dead’ simply drives home how completely John is 
overwhelmed.”—Keener.   


• Jesus puts His hand on John and give him the phrase that is typically said, “Do 
not be afraid.”—Matt. 14:27, Matt. 17:7.  Jesus putting His right hand on John 
reveals a blessing not a punishment.  Jesus is comforting and assuring John in this 
moment.   

- “At one and the same time Christ has the whole church in his hand and he takes 

action for the needs of the individual.”—Morris. 


• Jesus once again reveals to John that He is: “the first and the last.”  Again titles 
given for God now being interchangeable used for Jesus—Isa. 41:4, Isa. 44:6, Isa. 
48:12. 


•   This is very similar to the Alpha and the Omega.  “The title emphasizes the 
absolute sovereignty of God.  Thus, in Revelation, the words ‘Do not be afraid’ 
come from a sovereign being.  Even death holds no terror because he is the living 
One who has conquered death and hold it in his power.”—Mounce.


• We see that this is an “I am” statement and we have seen John writes about “I am” 
statements before—John 6:35, 8:12, 10:7, 10:11, 11:25, 14:6, 15:1.  We will see 4 
“I am” statements in Rev. 1:8, 1:17, 2:23, and 22:16.  Again all of these are calling 
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attention to the great “I am” statement in Exod. 3:14.  Once again calling Jesus a 
name that is attributed to God.  

- Jesus is the LORD of creation and history.  Bauckham said, “God precedes all 

things, as their Creator, and he will bring all things to eschatological fulfillment.  
He is the origin  and goal fo all history.  He has the first word, in creation, and the 
last word, in new creation.”


- Verse 18


• Verse 18 is a continuation from verse 17.  Verse 17 told us that Jesus is the first 
and the last and 18 picks up with, “and the living one.”  

- This once again points to God in the Old Testament—Josh. 3:10, Ps. 42:2 Ps. 

84:2, Hosea 1:10.  It is also used in the New Testament as well as Matt. 16:16, 
Acts 14:15, Rom. 9:26.  


- In Revelation it will show up a couple different ways—4:9-10, 10:6, 2:8, 22:2 &14 
&19.  


- He was dead….once.  But that did not stick.  He defeated death, something that 
we could never do.  He wants us and John’s readers to know that He is alive 
and will be forever.  Jesus gained control over the, “rulers and authorities.”—Col. 
2:15. “In the NT, ‘key’ in an eschatological text always has the idea of power or 
authority over a thing (cf. Matt. 16:19, Rev. 1:18, 3:7, 9:1, 20:1).  Thus here he 
has overcome and gained mastery over the cosmic forces.”—Osborne.  


• “It declares that in his essential nature Christ possesses life and therefore is to 
be understood in sharp contrast to the dead (or inanimate) gods of paganism.  
Even though he experienced death in the course of his earthly ministry, he is 
alive forever.”—Mounce.  


- In His defeating death, He took the keys to “death and Hades.”  He has the 
power and authority over death and Hades.  Again, according to Jewish 
tradition, these keys belong to God and God alone.  “In ancient places, the one 
who held the keys was an important official, able to admit or shut out people 
from the king’s presence.”—Keener.   


• Hades (which is similar to OT Sheol) is where the spirits of those whose 
bodies died went—Acts 2:27 & 31.  It was not the place of torment, (that was 
Gehenna), but the place of waiting if you will.  

- Jesus having the power over death and Hades symbolized by having the 

keys means that Jesus has the power to send people to death and rescue 
people from Hades.  Jesus told Peter that the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against the church—Matt. 16:18.  


• What does all that mean?  “He is supreme, and a supremacy over the 
spirit world and over death itself is a supremacy such as the tyrants who 
persecuted John’s readers never dreamed of.”—Morris.  
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- “‘Death’ claims the body.  ‘Hades’ claims the soul but not unless Jesus 

says so!  He has the keys.  He has the authority.  He alone opens and 
closes this door.”—Akin.  


• “Only the truly risen and Living One, ‘the firstborn for the dead’ (1:5), 
could release people from Hades, the realm of death.”—Keener.  

- This means that it may look like the Roman emperor or other 

persecutors or COVID-19 is in control of who lives or dies.  That is 
not true—Matt. 10:29-31.  For those that trust in Christ, do not 
need to fear death coming to us by accident.  It will be in the time 
that our loving Lord planned and permitted.  


- Verse 19


• Write: “the things that you have seen.”  The basic commission was given in verse 
11.  Here we have an expansion on what John should write. Write down what you 
see in this vision.  Not just the things that are going on now but what is to come.  

- Akin claims, “this verse unlocks the key to the book of Revelation.  It tells us 

how the book unfolds, and it tells us how God’s eschatological plan will take 
place.”  


• James Hamilton expands the idea by saying, “IT serves as a preview of the 
overarching structure of the book of Revelation:  ‘What you have seen’ looks 
to Revelation 1:9-20, ‘what is’ looks to chapter 2-3, and ‘what will take place 
after this’ looks to chapters 4:22.”  

- By telling John to write, Jesus is commissioning John to be a witness that 

will testify.  


• The references to past, present, and future point us to the fact that Jesus 
is the Lord over history.     


- Verse 20 


• This mystery is something that we would not be able to figure out on our own.  We 
need God to reveal for us what it means and He does.  


• Now we get the explanation of the 7 stars and the 7 golden lamp stands.  

- The lamp stands are the churches which Jesus stands among.  As these 

churches face persecution and difficulty, they should realize Jesus’ presence 
among them.  


• Interestingly, a lampstand without being lit is not going to do what it should.  
So the churches are the lampstands and Christ is the light.  Without the light, 
Christ, the lampstand, the church, is not doing what its purpose is.  Holding 
the light up so all who come near can see the truth.  


- The 7 stars are the angels of the 7 churches.  
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• Mounce said, “The most satisfactory answer, however, is that the angel of the 

church was a a way of personifying the prevailing(current) spirit of the church.”


• Morris said, “The word angel means ‘messenger’ and can be used of human 
messengers (Luke 7:24, 9:52).  But it is much more often used of heavenly 
beings, God’s ‘essengers.’”


• Keener said, “But Revelation, like other apocalypses, is full of angels; early 
Christian texts rarely use ‘angel’ for human being, and it is thus more natural 
to read the text as a reference to angels of some sort….Alternatively, one 
might view them as the heavenly representatives of congregational leaders, 
again functioning like guardian angels but of individuals.”


• Osborne said, “The five options separate themselves into two sets centering 
on angels and human church representative, respectively.”  

- Here is a list of 4 because one was ridiculous and I could not write it:  


• 1. Literal angels—Ps. 34:7, Ps. 91:11, Dan. 10:10-21, Matt. 18:10, Heb. 
1;14. 


• 2. Others—This is the personified spirit of the church.  Spiritual 
characteristics of the church.  This is often used in the book of 
Revelation.  


• 3. Leaders of the churches.  These might be pastors or elders of some 
sort.  The letters seem to address the churches as a whole and not just 
an individual.  


• 4. Messengers like a select group of people sent to Patmos to help John 
out.  They would take these letters to the churches and distribute them in 
their congregations.  The problem is that the letters are not complete but 
are to be a part of a book.   


- “With the awesome vision and his own commission John is now prepared to write 
what he has seen.  caught up in the Spirit on the Lord’s day John encountered the 
risen and glorified Christ, who personally commissioned him to write to the seven 
Churches.”—Mounce. 

4


