
Revelation 

Revelation 1 

Rev. 1:12-16


Rev. 1:12-13


Rev. 1:12-13, “Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having 
turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw 
one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His 
chest with a golden sash.”


*Christians’ churches, at this point, were probably small house churches that were 
struggling to survive.  They would have endured great persecution and faced what 
seemed to be hopeless situations.  


	 *”But it is only as Christ is seen for what he really is that anything else can be 
seen for what it really is.  So for the persecuted ones it was important that first of all the 
glory and the majesty of the risen Lord be made clear.”—Morris


	 	 *So John will use a lot of Old Testament concepts relating to resurrected 
Jesus’ description.  John quickly and easily uses God’s attributes to describe Jesus in 
these verses.  


- John turns and look at in the middle of 7 lamp stands was: “one like the son of man.”  


• This idea of a 7 branched lampstand was not a new idea—Exod. 25:31-37, Exod. 
37:17-24, Zech. 4:2.  “Throughout the ancient Mediterranean world, this seven-
branched lampstand, or menorah, stood as the most common symbol of Israel 
and Judaism, including in Asia Minor.”—Keener. 


- We will learn from Rev. 1:20 that the lampstands signify the 7 churches that 
John will write in chapters 2-3.  


• We learn that the churches were and are supposed to bear the light of the 
Christ in this dark world—Matt. 5:14-16.  “God’s light, was to go out to a dark 
and evil world.  For us the assignment is the same.  We are to be ‘light of the 
world.”—Akin.


- Also, Jesus is in the middle of His people; He is always with us and will not 
leave us alone.  Jesus knows what they are going through and what we are 
going through.  He is always working amongst His churches—Matt. 28:20, 
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Revelation 
John 14:18.  The churches may fail but Jesus will not fail the churches.  
Jesus is walking through the successes and failures with the churches and 
with our church.  


- The “one like the son of man,” recalls back to Daniel 7:13-14 where the son of man 
came to the Ancient of Days.  Jesus coming with clouds and taking that kingdom 
that God has given Him.  


• The “Son of Man” is Christ in His exalted form which verse 17-18 will proved that 
this is Jesus.  This was also Jesus’ favorite title for Himself.  It occurs 81 times in 
the Gospels.  


- “It identifies Him as the heavenly Messiah who is also human and who will 
receive an eternal kingdom…..Jesus is unveiled in all His glory and splendor.  
What John saw human words can only approximate.”—Akin.   


- This description of Christ pulls from the prophecy of Daniel—Dan. 7:9, 10:5.  


• The actual greek translates best to: “a robe reaching down to his feet.”  We find 
this in the Old Testament 7 times and every instance it points to the high priest 
clothes.  “It signifies Jesus as our great high priest and points to His work of 
atonement and intercession on our behalf—Heb. 7:25.   


- “The sash of the priest was made of fine twined linen and embroidered with 
needlework (Exod. 39:29), while the sash that gathered together the long robe of 
the exalted Christ (it probably came down diagonally from one shoulder to the 
waist) was of gold.”—Mounce.   


• This description of the the robe and the sash reveals that Jesus has the 
highest place.  


- In the Roman army, those with the longer robes were higher rank than 
others.  


Rev. 1:14-16


Rev. 1:14-16, “His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His 
eyes were like a flame of fire.  15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been 
made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  16 In His 
right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; 
and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.”
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Revelation 
- “John uses his allusions ‘for their evocative and emotive power….His aim is to set 

the echoes of memory and association rising…to call forth from his readers the same 
response of overwhelming and annihilating wonder which he experienced in his 
prophetic trance’—as did Daniel before him (Dan. 7:7,10).”—Mounce. 


- John Piper wrote, “This is remarkable, because in that same chapter in Daniel (7) 
where John gets this picture of ‘one like a son of man’ (v. 13-14), God the Father is 
described like this in verse 9: ‘The Ancient of Days took his seat; his vesture was like 
white snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool.’  in other words John is 
describing the Son of Man in terms used for God Himself.  John wants us to see 
something here about the age of Christ and the wisdom and dignity that come with 
age—everlasting age!  In American culture today, we respect the process of aging 
less and less.  A person is admired if he can keep looking young, not if he has the 
dignity of age.  The bible saw it another way…..One of the reasons we don’t want to 
grow old is we associate age with the fading of powers that make life worth living—
the capacity to see and hear and think clearly and move about and not have pain.  
But all of those things do not belong to aging as aging.  They belong to aging in a 
futile and fallen world of sin.  Once God does away with sin the curse, and 
establishes the new heavens and new earth, aging will not have any of these 
negative connotations.  It will only be associated with growing wisdom and insight 
and maturity.  All the strength will still be there.  All the mental powers. All the sight 
and hearing and agility.  Nothing that is great about youth will be left behind.  There 
will only be added all the power and beauties and depth of age.  This is what John 
saw in Jesus.  He was like the Ancient of Days with all the wisdom of eternity and all 
the maturity and steadiness of age, but he was not weak or weary of faltering in his 
step.”   


- The white hair points back to the Daniel 7:9 when it is speaking of the Ancient of 
Days.  As we see here the description of the ancient of days is transferred to Jesus in 
Revelation.  


• The white hair was a symbol of wisdom and dignity—Lev. 19:32, Prov. 16:31.  
Once again using another description of God to describe Jesus which further 
unites the Father and Son as one but also different.  


- Wool is not always white but pure wool is very white.  We see the passage helps 
us to see the description by adding the idea of snow.  “The wool and the snow 
together picture pure, dazzling whiteness.  There was no other way in the 
ancient world to portray perfect whiteness.”—Osborne.  So we need to 
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Revelation 
understand, and John’s readers need to understand, that Christ is as eternally 
wise as God the Father.  


- His eyes were: “like a flame of fire.”  This is another description from Daniel, Dan. 
10:6.  But we will see this description show up 2 other times in Revelation; 2:18, 
19:12.  Both of these instances are pointing to Jesus the Messiah and Rev. 19 points 
to Jesus conquering in victory.  


• The eyes of fire express as Mounce wrote, “the penetrating insight of the one who 
is sovereign, not only over the seven churches but over the entire course of history 
as well.”  


- His eyes would have given the understanding of energy and spiritedness as 
Morris points out.  


• His eyes, described like this, points to the insight that Jesus would have.  It 
would reveal His omniscient intelligence.  He sees everything through refining 
fire; sees everything as it really is.  He is able to judge people’s hearts for what 
they truly are. 


- His feet were: “like burnished bronze.”  This word for “bronze-chalkolibanon” here is 
not a word that is used anywhere else except here in Revelation.  Like no where else 
in all of literature.  


• So the meaning is a bit hard to get an understanding from.  From the way the word 
is put together scholars believe it is an alloy of gold or brass, or as we have here, 
bronze (whether that be polished or glowing like in a furnace).  “The chalko points 
to an alloy of copper (chalko=copper), but the evidence does not permit us to say 
with any certainty which alloy.”—Morris.  


- The important piece is that His feet were shining and showed Jesus strength 
and stability.  One day Jesus enemies will be under His strong stable feet—Ps. 
110:1-2, Heb. 10:13.   


- His voice was: “like the roar of many waters.”  This points to Christ’s words having 
great power like that of a great waterfall.  Once again we see this is a description for 
God, placed on Jesus—Ezek. 43:2. 


• We see this description used elsewhere in Revelation—Rev. 19:6, 14:6.  


- Jesus voice is, as Akin wrote, “a voice of awesome power and pervasive 
authority.  It echoes forth His majesty and sovereignty like the waves that 
continually crash against the rocks of Patmos.” 
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Revelation 
- In His right hand: “he held seven stars.”  Again in verse 20 we are told that those 

stars are the angels of the 7 churches.  


• “There is no need of to search for a mythological or astrological background such 
Pleiades (the seven daughters of Atlas and Pleione, placed by Zeus among the 
stars) or the seven planets (sun, moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn).  
That Christ has the full complement of stars in his right hand indicates his 
sovereign control over the churches.”—Mounce.  


• Jesus is revealing His protection and possession—John 10:28.  The right hand 
indicated favor and protection.  “This is all the more interesting in view of the 
strong criticism to be urged in the next couple of chapters against some of them.  
They have their defects, but the strong Son of God has not abandoned them.  
Rather he holds them still in his hand.”—Morris.   


- “From His mouth.”  This double-edged sword symbolizes the power of divine 
judgment.  It is the Christ word and it will prevail—Heb. 4:12.   


• The sword was a weapon of offense.  It calls for action against those that are 
opposite to the one wielding the sword.  


- “The Thracian sword—long, broad, and heavy; sharp on both sides (mentioned 
six times in Revelation: 1:16, 2:12&16, 6:8, 19:15&21).  The sword is the Word of 
God, divine in judgment, power, and authority.  It both cuts and cures, hurts and 
heals.”—Akin. 


- “His face was: “like the sun shining in full strength.”  There is another time that Jesus 
was seen like this and it was on the Mount of Transfiguration—Matt. 17:2.  


• “This speaks of His brilliance, holiness, majesty, and awesomeness.  John saw 
Jesus as He, the Son of God, truly is.”—Akin.  


- Jesus is truly awesome God and worthy to be worshiped.  He is worthy to be 
served and worthy of all of us.  We should give all of us to Him.  We see once 
again Jesus being called things that are typically ascribed to God—Ps. 84:11, 
Isa. 60:19.  
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