
Revelation 

Revelation 1 
“If ever there was a book that could be described as ‘a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, inside as enigma,’ it 
is the last book in the Bible, the book of Revelation.”—Daniel Akin


Rev. 1:1

- The book begins with telling of how it came to be transmitted.  


• It is a Revelation through Jesus Christ and an angel to John; who then give it to others.  


- The first word of the this book, “apocalypsis” translates to revelation and it sets the stage 
for what will come.  This is the only time this word appears in the entire book.  


• The word means: “the uncovering of something hidden, the making known of what we 
could not find out for ourselves.  God is pulling back the curtain to show us something 
previously hidden.  


- This is not a book of human wisdom or philosophical discussion.  


• This book gives what God has made known.  


- So the question comes: is this a Revelation of Jesus Christ? Or is it a Revelation from Jesus 
Christ?  


• If it means a Revelation of/about Jesus Christ then Jesus will be the subject of the book of 
Revelation from the beginning to the end.  


• If it means a Revelation from Jesus Christ then other issues may be central to the book.   


- I think we are safe to say that Rev. was made by Jesus, it was made about Jesus, and that 
it belongs to him.  


• Akin writes, “Indeed I believe the theme of the book could be described as the majesty 
and glory of the warrior Lamb, King Jesus, who is coming again to rule and reign 
forever!  I believe the book addresses the future, but I believe the book is even more 
interested in exalting Jesus.  Regardless of how you understand the book, if you miss 
this, you have missed its main message.  Revelation is a book that has puzzled, 
confused, and frustrated the minds of the best biblical scholars.”  


- We have to see the heavenly chain of communication: God—Jesus Christ—Angel—John—us.  


• God gave this Revelation to Jesus to show His servants what was going to happen. 
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Revelation 
- Jesus reveals because He is worthy to open the scroll of destiny (Rev. 5:5, 7 and disclose 

its contents Rev. 6:1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 12, 8:1).


• God is the source of all revelation as Daniel tells us: Dan. 2:28-29, 2:45 and Amos tells us in 
Amos 3:7.


- This revelation is to show those that are Jesus’ servants what will happen soon.  


• What does soon mean?  


- This phrase will occur 7 other times in Revelation. 


• We must put it in biblical context when trying to understand soon.  


- Heb. 1:2 teaches we are in the last days, James 5:9 tells us that the judge stands at 
the door, and 1 John 2:18 tells us this is the last hour.


• But.....2 Peter 3:8 tells us that one day with God can be a thousand years.  


- So what does soon mean?  Alan Johnson says, “In eschatology and apocalyptic 
literature, the future is always viewed as imminent....The church in every age has 
always lived with the expectancy of the consummation of all things in its own day.  
‘Imminent’ describes an even that is ‘possible any day, impossible no day.’” 


- This is common in the whole New Testament—Luke 18:8, Rom. 16:20. 


- The revelation was sent to John by an angel.  This is fitting because angel means “messenger.”  


• Angels are mentioned 67 time in Revelation, which is 1/4 of the references in the Bible.  


- The angel acts as an intermediary between Christ and John.  


• The angel comes to John and it is as Mounce says, “it is important for an adequate 
understanding of Revelation to remember that God is communicating his message by 
means of visions that are symbolic rather than literal.  What they portray exists in 
actuality, but the vision itself is simply the medium used by God to transmit that reality.”  
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