
Revelation

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:1-14


1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  2 “Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given 
to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months.  3 “And 
I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”  4 These are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to harm 
them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to 
harm them, he must be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, 
so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often 
as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out 
of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.  8 And their 
dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  9 Those from the peoples and tribes and 
tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and 
will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those who dwell on 
the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one 
another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 
But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, 
and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching 
them.  12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up 
here.” Then they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched 
them.  13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city 
fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were 
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe is past; behold, 
the third woe is coming quickly. 


- Verse 9-10:
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Revelation
• John is most likely making the assessment that a representative of all mankind 

came and observed the dead bodies of the witnesses.  So essentially the whole 
world came to participate in what will happen with these witnesses. 


- John reveals to us that people from every tribe, tongue, nations and people will 
see the bodies and rejoice.  They are so excited that these witnesses are dead.  
They do not bury them but they also don’t allow them to be buried.  These 
witnesses that tormented them both physically and physiologically are dead.  
The sinful followers of the beast are revealed to not have such a strain on their 
conscience and the fear of fire and plagues.  Mounce wrote, “God’s truth 
through the testimony of faithful witnesses has always distressed the 
consciences of evil men. To Ahab, the prophet Elijah was a “troubler of Israel” (1 
Kgs 18:17), Herod feared John the Baptist, yet heard him gladly (Mark 6:20). The 
world has always shown hostility to the message of God—a truth that ought to 
give some concern to the contemporary church existing for the most part rather 
comfortably in a world of increasing wickedness.”


• Their bodies laying there for three and a half days is connected to their ministry of 
three and a half years.  Osborne wrote, “Note also how much shorter is the 
duration of their celebration compared to the three-and-a-half-year period for the 
prophetic ministry of the two witnesses.”


- In that three and a half days there is a new holiday that begins.  They celebrate 
the death of these witnesses like a modern day Christmas.  Akin wrote, “Men 
and women will hate God so much that only in the killing of His precious 
servants are they made happy. They hated Him. They will hate us (John 15:18).”  
This really speaks to the depravity of humanity.  Humanity is so sick, wicked, 
and sinful that they celebrate murder and evil.  Now, before we move on, does 
our society celebrate murder and evil?  What about you?  Do you?  


• “The coming of the beast sees wickedness triumphant and that on an 
unprecedented scale.  The reason for the world’s joy is that the witnesses, now 
called these two prophets, had tormented them. The faithful preaching of the 
gospel is never soothing to the impenitent, so that the removal of an outstanding 
preacher is commonly a matter of rejoicing for those whose consciences he has 
troubled.”—Akin.  Akin quotes another biblical scholar, Torrance who asked these 
questions, “Why does the Church of Jesus Christ today sit so easy to her 
surroundings? Why do Christian people live such comfortable and such 
undisturbed lives in this evil and disturbed world? Surely it is because we are not 
true to the Word of God.”
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• So, what do we learn from this situation with the witnesses and the “earth 
dweller”/non-followers of God?  John 1:5 and John 3:19-20.  Those non-followers 
of God think that the beast won and defeated the light, so they rejoice.  


- We also learn that the sinful non-followers of Jesus rejoice over an earthly 
victory but we believers know better.  Earthly victories are for but a short time 
but spiritual victors are eternal.  


- Verses 11-13:


• Verse 11—Romans 12:19 and Deut. 32:35 tells us to not avenge for ourselves but 
let God do it.  R. G. Lee wrote, “Payday someday, is, today.”  While the wrapping 
paper, boxes, and leftovers are still handing around from their newly minted 
holiday; “witnesses death day,” the witnesses come back to life by the power of 
God.  


• The breath of life points back to Ezek. 37.  This is life language and it is really 
resurrection language.  Mounce wrote, “Since murder is the last resort, what can 
be done about those who rise from the dead!”  This phrase could also point back 
to the creation of humanity—Gen. 2:7. 


• It is not surprising at all that those who saw this were afraid.   “The witnesses 
stood up and terror struck those who saw them. History has often seen the church 
oppressed to the very verge of extinction, but it has always seen it rise again from 
that verge of death. Each such resurrection strikes consternation into the hearts of 
the oppressors.”—Mounce. 


• Verse 12—The witnesses after coming back to life are called up to heaven while all 
their frightened enemies are watching.  Osborne wrote, “When the two witnesses 
“stood on their feet,” the joy and merrymaking of the earth-dwellers turned to 
ϕόβος μέγας ( phobos megas , great fear). This is not reverence or awe at the 
intervention of God but abject terror at the power of God."


- Akin wrote, "This is no secret or hidden rapture. This is a historical and visible 
moment for the eyes of sinful humanity.”  “It is clear that John wants the reader 
to note carefully his depiction of them as “enemies….Here these same foes 
watch as the power of God reverses their short-lived victory and vindicates his 
two witnesses.”—Osborne.  
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Revelation
• Verse 13a—God judgment fall of the great city.  “As the witnesses are taken up 

into heaven, a great earthquake levels a portion of the city, killing 7,000 and forcing 
the rest to acknowledge the transcendent majesty of God. Ezek 38:19–20 
predicted a great earthquake that would precede the end. Zechariah says that the 
Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west when God returns to crush 
his enemies (Zech 14:4).”—Mounce.  


• Osborne wrote, “The terror that the unbeliever feels in the presence of the mighty 
power of God will lead to judgment (18:10, 15) or to repentance (11:13; 15:4) 
depending on his or her response to God’s call to repentance (implicit in the seals, 
trumpets, and bowls as well as in the prophetic acts of judgment performed by the 
two witnesses in 11:3–6).” 


- “This reverses the story in 1 Kings 19:18 , as Yahweh told Elijah in a time of 
great apostasy under Ahab that he had “reserved seven thousand in Israel—all 
whose knees have not bowed down to Baal” (cf. Rom. 11:4 ). There seven 
thousand are set aside for God, here seven thousand perish for their idolatry and 
rebellion.”—Osborne.  


• Verse 13b—Humanity respond to the resurrection of the witnesses and the 
judgment.  


- Akin wrote and quoted John MacArthur, “I believe this speaks of a genuine 
conversion of a great multitude of Jews in Jerusalem. John MacArthur points 
out that giving glory to the God of heaven is a mark of genuine worship in 
Revelation and elsewhere in Scripture (see 4:9; 14:7; 16:9; 19:7; see also Luke 
17:18-19; Rom 4:20): “This passage, then, described the reality of the salvation 
of Jews in Jerusalem, as God fulfills His pledge of blessings for Israel (Romans 
11:4-5,26)”


- Morris wrote, “The effect of all this was that the survivors were terrified. But they 
not only gave way to fear, they also gave glory to the God of heaven. This is a 
new note, for John has not hitherto spoken of sinners as being other than 
hardened by the judgments of God (e.g. 9:21)….This is more than the attitude of 
6:15-17, which recognized indeed God’s judgment, but sought only to escape.”


- Mounce wrote, “Scholars differ in their interpretation of the response of the 
world to this demonstration of divine power. The text simply says that those who 
were not killed were terrified and “gave glory to the God of heaven.” Some think 
that, unlike the survivors of 9:20–21, these turn from their apostasy in true 
repentance…..Rev 13:3–4 specifically says that “the whole world was 
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astonished and followed the beast.… [They] worshiped the dragon … and they 
also worshiped the beast.” No indication of universal salvation here!  They give 
glory to God “when they are compelled by overriding terror to recognize that the 
true Lord is Christ and not Antichrist.”124 This falls far short of a redemptive 
turning to God and praising him for who he is and what he has done.”


- Osborne wrote, “At this point, there is a great difference of opinion as to whether 
this is true repentance or the forced homage of a defeated foe, as in Phil. 
2:11….The reason for taking this as a true repentance lies in the two aspects, 
fear and giving glory to “the God of heaven.” In 14:6–7 the angel with the 
“eternal gospel” calls on the earth-dwellers to “fear God and give him glory,” 
and in 15:4 and 16:9 (see further below) this signifies the offer of salvation. In 
several places in the OT, the phrase “give glory to God” is used when calling 
people to repentance (Josh. 7:19; 1 Sam. 6:5; Isa. 42:12; Jer. 13:16). Finally, in 
19:5 God’s “slaves” are defined as “those who fear him,” and in 19:7 the great 
multitude in heaven sings, “Let us . . .. give him glory.” However, several 
scholars (Hendriksen, Kiddle, Mounce, Beale; cf. also Giesen) argue that the 
magicians of Egypt confessed that the plagues had taken place under the 
“finger of God” (Exod. 8:19) but did not repent, and “fearing God” in the OT 
sometimes referred to those who were forced to give homage to God (Prov. 
1:24–32; Jon. 1:9–10, 16; cf. Acts 12:23 in the NT). In Dan. 4:34 
Nebuchadnezzar “honored and glorified” God but both before and after turned 
to his idols and tried to force the Judeans to join him.”
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