
Revelation 

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:1-14


1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  2 “Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given 
to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months.  3 “And 
I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”  4 These are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to harm 
them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to 
harm them, he must be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, 
so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often 
as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up 
out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.  8 
And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  9 Those from the peoples and 
tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, 
and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those who dwell on 
the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, 
because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 But after the 
three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood on 
their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.  12 And they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they went up into 
heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them.  13 And in that hour there was a 
great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The 
second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 


- Verse 7:


• Jim Elliott was a missionary who wanted to reach the Huaorani people in Ecuador.  
God set these people on Jim and his friends hearts.  They had a plan to reach 
these people and they began working that plan.  They would drop off baskets of 
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gifts for the people from a plane, and while they were in the plane, they would 
speak to the people with a loud 
speaker.  Elliott wrote to his parents, 
“Remember you are immortal until 
your work is done. But don’t let the 
sands of time get into the eyes of 
your vision to reach those who still 
sit in darkness. They simply must 
hear.”  After several times flying over 
and giving gifts to these people, 
Elliott and his friends decided they 
would land the plane and attempt to 
meet with the people they had been 
trying to reach for the gospel.  This 
tribe of people that Elliott and friends were trying to reach killed all of them that 
day.  They shot them with arrows, stabbed them with spears, and cut them with 

knifes.  This tribe attacked the plane as well and stabbed it 
also.  But why would God allow that moment to be Jim and 
friends last?  What about what Jim had said?  After that 
encounter there were several others with this tribe of people 
and that tribe started opening up to the outside world better.  
Then Jim’s wife Elisabeth went to this tribe of people and 
shared the gospel with them.  These people were accepting 
of the gospel from the wife of the man they killed.  Jim’s 
sacrifice of life opened the door for the gospel to come to this 
people.  Often times we don’t know what God is doing when 
He is doing it. (There is a documentary on Jim and friends 
called: Beyond the Gates of Splendor if you want to watch it).   


-These 2 witnesses do not let their preservation of their lives 
get in the way of doing the work of God.  They are willing to, and do sacrifice 
their lives for God.  The beast comes and kills them, when they have finished 
their testimony.  God did not allow their lives to be taken until they were done 
witnessing.  Their business was finished before God let them come home.  Their 
power was for but a time and that time was over; they had completed the task 
God had given them.  God does not allow Satan and “the beast” to do anything 
until the witnesses job is complete.   


• Who is the beast?  
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-The passage does not say “a” beast but “the” beast.  He comes 
from the bottomless pit which we have encountered before in 
Rev. 9.  This is the home of all the nasty demonic hordes that we 
have seen so far.  So it is safe to say that the beast coming from 
the same place as the demonic hordes, is himself demonic or at 
the very least evil like the demonic.  


-There are 36 reverences to this beast in Revelation and this is 
the first of those references.  A description of the beast is found 
in Revelation 13:1-4.  Akin wrote, “He is clearly the one John calls 
in his epistles “the antichrist” (1 John 2:18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7) and 
Paul calls the man of sin or “the lawless one” (2 Thess 2:8-9).   

He is a Satan-possessed and demonically inspired person who will 
rule the world for a brief time as a counterfeit Christ. He will murder God’s 
prophets and then disgrace them by denying them burial.”


- The beast will make war with God and the first shots fired are here in killing 
these two witnesses.  Mounce wrote, “Here for the first time we meet a figure 
who represents the major antagonist of the church in the last days.…The definite 
article indicates that he is a well-known figure. It may be a reference to the beast 
of Dan 7:7ff., who had become a “familiar representation of Antichrist,” or it may 
anticipate the detailed presentation in chapters 13 and 17.”


• “Make war.”  This term is for those that believe the witnesses are more than two 
individuals but rather are larger groups uses as evidence of their understanding.  
Making war has to be with larger groups and not just two people, is the argument 
that they will make.    


- Osborne wrote, “The articular form of “the beast” was probably meant as an 
allusion to the ten-horned “beast” and the “little horn” of Dan. 7:7–12.”  We in 
Rev. 13:7 similar language and in all the accounts God allows these things to 
happen.  Once again, even in the bad we see that God is in control of what is 
going on.  


• Osborne goes off on the idea of making war: “The imagery of his “making 
war” is frequent in the book. In 9:1–11 the locusts “make war” against the 
earth-dwellers, and in 12:7, 17 the dragon wages war first against Michael and 
then against the woman and her offspring. In 16:14 and 19:19 the beast 
gathers the world’s armies together for Armageddon, and in 20:8 the dragon 
gathers Gog and Magog from the four corners of the earth for the final stand 
against God.  However, the whole theme of the book is the futility of these 
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acts of rebellion against God and his people. There is actually no final “war,” 
only a last act of defiance made by an already defeated foe, and the death of 
the saints is their actual victory over Satan (12:11).”


- Verse 8:


• After “the beast” kills the witnesses he leaves them out in the street so all can see 
what he has done.  Not allowing someone to be buried was a big insult in the time 
that John was writing and to some extent it is today as well.  Osborne said this, 
“To refuse to allow burial for the dead was a terrible insult in the ancient world (see 
Gen. 40:19, 1 Sam. 17:43-47, 2 Kings 9:10).  This emphasizes the universal scorn 
heaped upon the witnesses after they are martyred.”  


• We then have the place where they are: “the great city which 
mystically(symbolically) is called Sodom and Egypt.”  There is a lot of talk about 
what this phrase could mean.  


- “Jerusalem in this day will be no better than Sodom or Egypt. A Jew hearing this 
would be shocked, scandalized, angered. Yet her wickedness in that day will 
approach her wickedness when she crucified the sinless Son of God. These two 
superlative witnesses will be treated in the same shameful fashion as their Lord. 
The words of Jesus come to mind at this point: “A slave is not greater than his 
master” (John 15:20).”—Akin.  


- “The majority of commentators take “the great city” to be Jerusalem in spite of 
the fact that in the seven other references in Revelation (16:19; 17:18; 18:10, 16, 
18, 19, 21) it consistently refers to Rome.”—Mounce.  


- “The identification of τῆς πόλεως τῆς μεγάλης ( tēs poleōs tēs megalēs , the 
great city) is quite problematic. Everywhere else in the Apocalypse the phrase 
refers to Rome (16:19; 17:18; 18:10, 16, 18, 19, 21 = “Babylon the Great,” a 
euphemism for Rome; cf. 1 Pet. 5:13). It must refer to Jerusalem in this context, 
however, for 11:8 describes it as the place “where also the Lord was crucified,” 
and in 11:13 the population of the city is 70,000, the size of Jerusalem, not 
Rome. [11] Confirmation lies in the larger context, for it is clear that the “great 
apostasy” (Matt. 24:10–12; 2 Thess. 2:3) has occurred, and Jerusalem is under 
the power of the beast/Antichrist, who degrades the bodies of the witnesses by 
exposing them unburied in the former Holy City, now under his sway. It is likely 
that Jerusalem and Rome are combined into a single, symbolic “great city,” the 
capital of the new “unholy Roman Empire” headed by the Antichrist himself.”—
Osborne.  
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- Bauckham wrote, “Jerusalem forfeited its place as the Holy City when it rejected 

its Messiah, so in Revelation that is transferred to the New Jerusalem (21:2, 10). 
In a secondary way, it also represents all cities that oppose God. “The ‘great 
city’ is every city that embodies self-sufficiency in place of dependence on the 
creator, achievement in place of repentance, oppression in place of faith, the 
beast in place of the Lamb, and murder in place of witness to God”.”


• “Mystically is called Sodom and Egypt.”  Once again there is debate about why 
these 2 cities are names here.  These two places are linked with evil—Isa. 1:9-10, 
Ezek. 16:46&55, and Egypt is where God’s people were enslaved.  Both these 
cities came under the judgment of God.  “Despite its might Sodom was destroyed. 
And despite its might Egypt was ‘ruined’ by the plagues God sent (Ex. 10:7).”—
Morris.  Mounce wrote, “Sodom refers to the depths of moral degradation (cf. Gen 
19:4–11), and Egypt is a symbol of oppression and slavery.”—Mounce.  


- “The great city also bore the figurative titles of Sodom and Egypt. But while Isa 
1:9–10 and Ezek 16:46–49 are usually cited as places where Jerusalem is called 
Sodom, in the Isaiah passage it is the Jewish people (not the city) who are so 
designated, and in Ezekiel, Jerusalem is being compared with her sisters, 
Samaria and Sodom. In neither reference is Jerusalem actually called Sodom, 
and in the OT it is never designated Egypt.”—Mounce.  


• “In view of the consistent use of the term elsewhere in the book as a reference 
to Rome (as well as such verses as 18:24, “In her was found the blood of 
prophets and of the saints”) it is best to conclude that the witnesses meet 
their death at the hands of the Antichrist, whose universal dominion was in 
John’s day epitomized by the power of Rome.”—Mounce.  


- “So it is like Sodom in its depravity and rebellion against God and like Egypt in 
its bondage and oppression (Hos. 8:13; 9:3; Joel 3:19). Thus, apostate 
Jerusalem will be like Egypt in its persecution of the people of God…..Finally, 
this “great city,” like Sodom in its rebellion and like Egypt in the enslavement 
and bloodshed that typified its hatred of the people of God, is the place “where 
also their Lord was crucified.” 


• The witnesses being killed and displayed is not the same as Christ’s but they 
definitely point to Christ’s death.  True disciple, true witnesses are willing to offer 
their lives up as Christ offered up His live.  True disciples/witnesses take that cross 
up and follow Christ no matter where it leads—Mark 8:34.  These witnesses and 
true followers of Jesus Christ fellowship in His suffering—Phil. 3:10.  What about 
us?  Are we willing to take up our cross and follow Christ anywhere?  Even if it is 
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to our death?  Do you have fellowship with Christ in His suffering?  Or do you have 
fellowship with the world in its comfort?  
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