
Revelation

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:1-14


1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  2 “Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given 
to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months.  3 “And 
I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”  4 These are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to 
harm them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone 
wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut 
up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have 
power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every 
plague, as often as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast 
that comes up out of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill 
them.  8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is 
called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  9 Those from the 
peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and 
a half days, and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those 
who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to 
one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 
But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and 
they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.  12 
And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they 
went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies watched them.  13 And in that 
hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people 
were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of 
heaven. 14 The second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly. 


- Verse 4:


• What does it mean that they are olive trees?  What does it mean that these 2 
witnesses are lampstands?  What does it mean that they are before the Lord of the 
earth? 
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Revelation
- Olive Trees—“The witnesses are described as the two olive trees, as in 

Zechariah 4:3. In both places they indicate a plentiful supply of oil. In Zechariah 
the oil and the Spirit are connected, so that the message is ‘ “Not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit,” says the LORD Almighty’ (Zc. 4:6), a message very 
appropriate to John’s situation. Zechariah’s olive trees are described as ’the two 
who are anointed to serve the LORD of all the earth’ (Zc. 4:14) which closely 
resembles John’s words.”—Morris.  


• “In Zechariah’s vision, the lampstand is the temple, and the seven lights on it 
are “the eyes of the LORD, which range throughout the earth” (4:10, on the 
basis of v. 4 [“not by might nor by power but by my spirit”], probably a 
reference to the Spirit of God); and the two olive trees refer to “the two who 
are anointed to serve the LORD of all the earth” (4:14), namely Joshua the 
high priest and Zerubbabel the governor.”—Osborne.  


- “Thus, here too John wants the reader to draw from the Zechariah 
background the theme that the Holy Spirit as the “eyes of the Lord” stands 
over the two witnesses/church and that the opponents will be “leveled”.”—
Osborne.  


- Lampstands—“John’s symbolism is probably the same as that in his first two 
chapters, where he uses ‘lampstand’ six times, each time referring to the 
churches. The witnesses are collective rather than individual and stand for the 
church. But as there are seven lampstands in 1:12 and but two here, it is only 
part of the church that is meant.”—Morris.  


• “In typical fashion, John reinterprets the images somewhat, making the single 
lampstand two and linking both with the same referent, the two 
witnesses.….The two lampstands are the two witnesses, who stand for the 
church.[3] It has been said that the two refer specifically to the two churches 
that did triumph through suffering (Smyrna and Philadelphia). That is possible, 
for the witnesses would symbolize the “faithful” church that perseveres in its 
witness, but the major reason for the “two” is that they correspond to the two 
witnesses.


• These 2 witnesses will come and will be olive trees and lampstands that do the will 
of God here on the earth.  “Olive trees provide oil for lamps. Lamps provide 
light….These light bearers are also olive trees in that “the oil of the Spirit . . . keeps 
alive the light of life” (ibid.). Their power clearly is reminiscent of the ministry of 
Moses and Elijah (vv. 5-6; see Exod 7:14-18; 8:12; 1 Kgs 17:1; 2 Kgs 1:10-14). 
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There is no reason to deny their supernatural abilities and actions. God worked in 
these ways in the past, and He will do so again in the future. ”—Akin.  


- “By these two metaphors John is emphasizing a truth concerning the church 
that has always been true but is especially appropriate in times of persecution—
that the power and authority for effective witness lie in the Spirit of God.”—
Mounce.  


• “John is linking the two witnesses with the activity of the Holy Spirit; “they are 
lampstands bearing the lamps which are the seven spirits” (Bauckham). It is 
by the power of the Spirit that they bear prophetic witness to the world. These 
“witnesses” who stand as kings and priests of God in this final period of 
history now begin (11:5) their prophetic ministry of proclamation (their priestly 
function) and judgment (their royal function). The hand of God is upon them, 
and once again (cf. 3:10; 7:3–4; 9:4, 20; 11:1) his protection of his people is 
seen.”—Osborne.  


• Stand before the Lord of the earth—This statement could be confusing when we 
see it in light of what some of the other scriptures have said.  This word used for 
Lord is κύριος, which is literally a title used for God and for Jesus.  Whereas, in the 
verse where it speaks about Satan being the ruler of the earth, it uses different 
words: 2 Cor. 4:4 (ὁ θεὸς τοῦ αἰῶνος τούτου: (a title for the Devil, literally ‘the god 
of this world), John 14:30 ( ἄρχωνa, οντος m; ἀρχήe, ῆς f: (derivatives of ἄρχω ‘to 
rule,’ 37.54) one who rules or governs—‘ruler, governor), 1 John 5:19 (ὁ πονηρός: 
(a title for the Devil, literally ‘the evil one), Eph. 2:2 (Ephesians 2:2 (ESV): prince of 
the power of the air).  


- So, when we look at what John is saying here we need to know that he is 
speaking of God.  John is not forgetting who is really in-control of this world.  
“They stand before the God of the earth and on the earth of God preaching His 
Word and revealing His power.”—Akin.   


- Verse 5:


• “They are untouchable until their work is done. The Baptist missionary to China, 
Lottie Moon, said, “I have a firm conviction that I am immortal ’til my work is done” 
(Akin, 10 Who Changed the World, 64). She was right, and that is a truth every 
servant of God can claim.”—Akin. 


- “Those who try succeed only in bringing destruction upon themselves. The fire 
is to be taken figuratively. The witnesses are not concerned with the physical 
destruction of their enemies. They are concerned with a message (which has a 
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fiery aspect, Je. 5:14).”—Morris.  Fire breathing prophets would probably not be 
strange in the end times after all that has been see already.    


• “It is interesting that concern for the protection of the two witnesses (v. 5) 
comes before a description of their activity (v. 6). The order lends emphasis to 
the fact that God will most certainly keep his people safe from physical harm 
until their witness has been completed. They will be protected by supernatural 
powers for the period of their prophetic activity. The fire that comes from their 
mouths to destroy the enemy recalls Elijah’s encounters with the emissaries of 
King Ahaziah (2 Kgs 1).”—Mounce.  


- “Until their prophetic witness is completed (note the similarity with the 
“hour” of Jesus’ destiny in John 7:30; 8:20), God would not allow anyone to 
harm them.….This probably parallels the “sharp, double-edged sword” that 
“proceeded” (same term as here) from the “mouth” of Jesus in 1:16 (see 
discussion there) and spoke of Jesus’ proclamation of judgment (for the 
“mouth” as an apocalyptic symbol of judgment, see 2:12, 16; 9:17–19; 
12:15–16; 16:13; 19:15, 21). Here too the “fire coming out of the mouth” 
most likely refers to their proclamation of judgment on the earth-dwellers.”
—Osborne.  
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