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Revelation 11:14-19


14 The second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.  15 Then the 
seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying “The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign 
forever and ever.”  16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, 
fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, “We give You thanks, O Lord God, 
the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and 
have begun to reign. 18 “And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the 
time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the 
prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to 
destroy those who destroy the earth.” 19 And the temple of God which is in heaven 
was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His temple, and there were 
flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm. 


- Verse 19:


• John is now given the privilege to see in the temple of God in heaven once again 
(3:12, 7:15, 11:1&2, 11:19).  So, he takes us with Him in there.  He tells us of the 
“ark of His covenant,” being there in the temple of God in heaven.    This is that 
holy place where God dwells.  Since Jesus’ awesome work on the cross gave 
access to God the Father for humanity, we do not see a curtain between John and 
holy of holies.  “Because of the redemptive work of the Lamb, access to the ark of 
the covenant is no longer restricted only to the high priest.  As a kingdom of 
priests redeemed by the Lamb (5:9-10), all believers enjoy the fullness of God’s 
presence and His covenant promises (21:2-7&22-27).”—Akin.  


- Of course there is much debate over what this ark is and when it got there.  


• Now the earthly ark of the covenant was found in the earthly tabernacle or the 
temple.  The earthly ark was located in the holy of holies in the temple/
tabernacle.  Philip Hughes wrote, “In Solomon’s temple, as in the tabernacle 
in the wilderness, the ark was a chest of acacia wood covered with gold in 
which the two tablets of the law given to Moses as Sinai were placed.”   “On 
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its lid animal blood was sprinkled; and in the ark were the two tablets on 
which God writes the Decalogue (1 Kings 8:9, 2 Chron. 5:10, Heb. 9:4).  This 
ark is now open to all, is God’s viewable demonstration that he keeps 
covenant with his people.”—Kistenmaker.  


- There are several different opinions as to what happened to the ark and the 
mercy seat when the temple was destroyed.  


• Some believe that the ark was destroyed with the Babylonians captured 
Jerusalem in the 6th century b.c.  


- “Even though the ark an the tables of stone were destroyed by the 
Babylonians when they conquered Jerusalem on August 14, 586 B.C. 
(2 Kings 25:9) the practice of observing the law remained intact.”—
Kisenmaker.


- “At some point during the Old Testament times the earthly ark 
disappeared, perhaps perishing when Nebuchadnezzar burned the 
temple (2 Kings 25:9, Jer. 3:16) or being removed by Shishak (1 Kings 
14:26) or Manasseh (2 Chron. 33:7).  One tradition has it that Jeremiah 
hid the ark in the cave on Mount Sinai until the final restoration of Israel 
(Macc. 2:4-8).”—Robert L. Thomas.  


• Still others believe that the ark was taken and transferred hands so many 
times that it was eventually lost.  


•  Yet others believed that the ark was transported to the heavenly 
sanctuary before it could be destroyed.


• What does the appearance of the ark in this vision help us to understand?    As 
Philip Hughes wrote, “God’s law is the constant standard of his holiness and 
justice, and that, apart from the reconciling death of Jesus, whose blood is ‘the 
blood of the everlasting covenant (Heb. 13:20), the law-breakers, who is everyman, 
is under condemnation and subject to judgment.”  “The fact that John speaks of a 
heavenly ark, although symbolically, shows that the relevance of God’s moral law 
endures and is everlasting.  There is no place for sin and lawlessness in the 
presence of the Almighty, for on the one hand his redeemed covenant people are 
forgiven and the other the people who deliberately break his law are condemned.”
—Kistenmaker.  


- It also symbolized God’s presence in the old temple so we could assume it is 
revealing God’s presence to us once again.  
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• “There were flashes of lightening and rumblings an earthquake and a great 

hailstorm.”  These things point back to the Mount Sinai experience for the 
Israelites—Exod. 19:16-18.  These natural events that God has caused, point to, 
as they did on Sinai, God’s judgment.  


- But this is also a tropical occurrence in Revelation showing God’s divine 
presence—Ex. 19:16-19, Rev. 4:5, 16:18.  It also shows God’s judgment—Rev. 
8:5, 10:3, 16:18.  


• The ark appearing here in Rev. 11:19 after an earthquake has destroyed part of the 
city and a trumpet blast, should remind us of Jericho.  This “marked the successful 
conclusion of Israel’s entry into the promise land after the exodus and the 
wilderness wandering….Therefore, Rev. 11:15-19 notes the end of the evil world 
kingdoms and the church’s reward in escalated typological (the study and 
interpretation of types and symbols, originally especially in the Bible) fulfillment of 
the Exodus-wilderness-Jericho pattern.  The sevenfold trumpet pattern of the 
Jericho episode is another connection. ”—Beale.   


“There is a humorous but insightful story about the sixteenth-century Reformer Martin 
Luther (1483–1546) and his wonderful wife Katie. In Reformation’s Rib: Celebrating 
Katherine von Bora, James Cobb recounts the event: Katie: Doctor Luther had been in 
a despondent, sad mood for much too long. I don’t recall if there was a reason for such 
a mood but I decided on a course of action. I dressed in black . . . and met him at the 
door. Martin: Katie, you are in the color of mourning. Who died? Katie: I spoke what I 
felt: “Your God died. At least so you act!” I suppose it was dramatic for me, but the 
shock of my words and actions did succeed. We did get him back and that was the 
point. (12) God has not died. An empty tomb stands as a perpetual monument that 
“the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, 
and He will reign forever and ever!” (11:15). Yes, we will be opposed and rejected by 
this world. Satan will raise up enemies who will persecute us and kill us. There will be 
people who will celebrate and rejoice over our deaths and apparent defeat. But never 
forget: there is a resurrection day that awaits, a kingdom that is coming, and a reward 
for the servants who revere the name of Jesus. In the end our God wins! So keep on 
and press on as you proclaim His gospel and pursue His glory. It is worth it all.”—Akin.  
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