
Revelation 

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:14-19


14 The second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.  15 Then the 
seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying “The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign 
forever and ever.”  16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before 
God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, “We give You thanks, O 
Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your 
great power and have begun to reign. 18 “And the nations were enraged, and 
Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to 
reward Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your 
name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant 
appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of 
thunder and an earthquake and a great hailstorm. 


- Verses 16-17:


• The 24 elders have been given this place of high honor as their thrones are near 
God’s in the heavenly realm.  The 24 elders falling on their faces, prostrating 
themselves, in praise and worship of God.  As others were stating the victory of 
God and His Christ over the kingdoms of the world, the elders were offering their 
thankfulness and praise.


-   Why are they worshiping, praising, and thanking?  It is because God is taking 
His great power and reigning.  They thank God for the consummation of the 
kingdom.  The completed kingdom is so close.  It is not that God has not had 
the power or that He has not reigned but this is that moment that the redeemed 
and the created order has been waiting for.  The use of “who are and who were,” 
is an indication of God’s reign throughout redemptive history.  G. K. Beale wrote, 
“The God who transcends time guides the entire course of history because he 
not only stands as sovereign over its beginning and end, but it is also in its 
midst, invisibly guiding it.”  This is that moment Rom. 18:19-23.   
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• This is also that moment when those that are apart from God will stand 

judgment—Ps. 2:9.  “Though God has reigned throughout history, the final 
kingdom is the reign that he will consummate on earth together with his Son 
and his people by completely subduing all opposition.”—Beale.  


• The phrase “who are, and who were,” gives us some insight beyond the fact that it 
points to God reigning throughout all redemptive history.  It is similar to Rev. 1:4&8, 
4:8 but does not have the 3rd title, “and who is to come.”  Simon Kistemaker 
wrote, “John took this third part from the Old Testament (Ps. 96:13, 98:9), where 
God comes to save and to judge.  The early Christians identified his coming with 
that of Jesus Christ as they looked forward to Christ return.  Its omission signals 
that God has indeed come as John now looks backward at the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise to come quickly.”   


• “Because you have taken your great powers and have begun to reign.”  This 
saying that God has taken His rightful place governing over His creation without 
interference from rebellion.  “This means that no power will ever again rise against 
God to take way from him authority as in the case of Satan, called, ‘the price of 
this world’ (John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 2 Cor. 4:4, Eph. 2:2, 1 John 4:4&5:19).”—
Kistemaker.


- Verses 18-19:


• Verse 18 begins and ends with judgment which is a terrifying thing.  Yet in the 
midst of knowing they were wrong the nations are enraged.  When the truth finally 
comes out and is fully evident they are mad at it.  When the just punishment is 
handed out they once again say, “not fair.”  Is that not humanitie’s typical response 
to things that happen in this life?  Judgment has fallen on those that are spiritual 
death (separated from God)—Rev. 20:15.  What we need to take into account is 
that God is angry too.  This is why the wrath of God falls.  “The punishment fits the 
crime.  God’s wrath is not irrational, but the fitting response to the conduct of the 
nations.”—Morris.  We also need to take into account the difference in the wrath of 
humanity and the wrath of God.  The wrath of humanity like the nations had is 
wickedness, weak, and destructive, where the wrath of God against the nation is 
holy, omnipotent, and just. 


- “The eschatological crisis has arrived with its inevitable judgment….Nations and 
their rulers plot rebellion against God and his anointed, and he terrifies them 
with his fury…..In the schedule of God’s redemptive program a decisive point 
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has now been reached.  It is a fitting time for judgment, reward, and 
destruction.”—Mounce.     


• “Your wrath came.”  When the word wrath is used in the Apocalypse it 
signifies the end of history—Rev. 6:16-17, 14:10-11, 16:19, 19:15. 


- Yes humanity will come at God with their wicked wrath as a great army is 
assembled to oppose God—Rev. 16:14&16&19; 20:8-9.  This will not work 
out well for the wicked that are left.  


• “God’s wrath is more than a match for the wrath of the nations….The 
outpouring of God’s wrath spells the end of worldly rebellion against 
God.”—Robert Thomas. 


- Let’s think about what Simon Kistemaker wrote, “John is not alluding to 
chronological time but to the right moment that God ordained for the 
Day of Judgement.  It is the time God has appointed for the last 
judgment.  The sixth seal (6:17), the seventh trumpet (11:18), and the 
sixth bowl (16:14) all refer to the moment when the great Day of 
Judgment comes.”  


• Yet those that are God’s, there is a much different fate.  “The time to reward,” 
those that follow Jesus, gave their lives to Him.  “Reward is what is due to each 
person.  The payment of it is for everyone an act of God’s grace, but reward will 
vary in proportion to the works of the recipient (Rom. 4:4, 1 Cor. 3:8).”—Thomas. 


- “A reward is not something that is earned, for it comes to the believer as a gift 
from God.  The concept reward and conduct are connected, but not in the sense 
of cause and effect.  Rewards are given as token’s of God’s free grace.”—
Kistemaker.  


- Philip Hughes wrote, “The Lord’s servants are rewarded for their faithfulness and 
perseverance, and yet this is not because of any intrinsic worth or merit in 
themselves, for everything, including the reward, is owed to the grace and 
power of God by which they have been enabled to endure and overcome—1 
Cor. 15:10, 2 Cor. 12:9, Luke 17:10.”  Not even our reward is because of us but 
because of Christ’s work in our lives.  


• Jesus is the eternal reward—Phil. 3:8, Gen. 15:1.  If we trust in Christ there is 
not fear of godly judgment because Christ has taken care of that for us.   


- There are 5 different categories of people of God: 
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• 1. Servants—The prophets or apostles. 


• 2. Prophets—Or apostles are helpers who God called to write down the 
revelation of God.  A special class of person.  


• 3. Saints—(Jewish Christians).  They are God-fearing people.  They can be 
small and great.   


• 4. Those who fear Your name—(Gentile Christians) All are those that fear 
God’s name.  


• 5. Small and great—Rev. 13:16, 19:5&18, 20:12, Ps. 115:13.  (Slaves who are 
believers) Everyone—who are believers in Christ.  Instead of giving a 
comprehensive list all believers are coved in this one statement.  


- Kistemaker wrote, “I suggest, therefore, that there are two classes of 
people: God’s special servants, who fulfill a particular task, and the saints, 
who are all those who revere God’s name.”  


• The end will not only bring reward to those who are faithful but destruction to the 
destroyers—2 Thess. 1:6-11, Rom. 2:5-11. 
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