
Revelation 

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:14-19 


14 The second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.  15 Then the 
seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and 
He will reign forever and ever.”  16 And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their 
thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying, “We give You 
thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken 
Your great power and have begun to reign. 18 “And the nations were enraged, and 
Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward 
Your bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the 
small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 19 And the temple of 
God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in His 
temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an 
earthquake and a great hailstorm.


- Verse 14:


• This verse really is an introduction to the passage that we are in now.  Verses 
15-19 are the scene for the third woe.  There has been an interlude that was Rev. 
10:1-11:14 and that is called to a close here by verse 14.  It has been a long time 
(Rev. 9:13) since the 6th trumpet sounded.     


- The 3 woes are correlated with the fifth-seventh trumpet blasts.  After each blast 
was when the woe happened.   This last trumpet blast calls the last of the woes 
into action.  


- Verse 15:


• “For almost two thousand years Christians have prayed a prayer taught to us by 
Jesus: ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven’ (Matt. 
6:10).  In Revelation 11:15-19 that day has come.”—Akin.  We must remember as 
we hear this last trumpet sound.  As we have see patterned in Revelation the 7th 
seals, lead to the trumpets, and trumpets lead to bowls.  “We might say it like this: 
The seventh seal brings us to ‘the end,’ the seventh trumpet to ‘the very end,’ and 
the seventh bowl to ‘the very, very end.’”—Akin.  
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Revelation 
- If we remember in the gospels Satan tempted Jesus with all the kingdoms of the 

world if Jesus would worship Satan (that was just weird to write) in Matt. 4:8-9, 
Luke 4:5-6.  Of course Jesus responded to Satan as the Son of God would 
because Jesus knew that all things are His anyway.  That His rule and reign of all 
things started in the beginning of time and as we are looking at here in 
Revelation, the return to  paradise and perfection will happen again in God’s 
time.  


• Mounce wrote, “When the seventh trumpet is blown, we might expect yet another 
plague but instead we hear voices in heaven declaring the eternal sovereignty of 
God and his Christ….The time for rewarding his servants and pouring out his 
wrath on the destroyers of the earth has come.”  


- So the trumpet is sound and no earthly activity happens right away.  We saw this 
as well with the 7th seal in Rev. 8:2-5.  We see here in our passage a heavenly 
announcement and when we get to Rev. 11:16-18 there will be a hymn of 
thanksgiving.  


• The “voices in heaven” are loud and this is much different from the opening of 
the 7th seal—Rev. 8:1.  Who are these voices coming from though?  Once 
again this is a point of discussion among the biblical scholars.  


- Robert Thomas wrote, “The voices should not be limited to a single 
category of angels such as the living beings (4:8) or the living beings and 
twenty-four elders (5:8-10).  Neither should the twenty-four elders who sing 
the next hymn (11:16-18) be excluded from among these singers.  It is a 
response of the whole host of heaven celebrating the coming ultimate 
victory marked by the seventh trumpet.”


-   Mounce wrote, “The voices should not be limited to any particular class of 
angelic beings (such as the four living creatures of chap. 4 and 5) but 
represent the hosts of heaven with the same sort of indefinite news that we 
find in 12:10 and 19:16.”  


- G. K. Beale wrote, “The voices may be from angels or, more probably, from 
the heavenly multifunction of the saints (as in 7:9, 19:1&6).”


- R. C. H. Lenski wrote, “They certainly are the voices of all the saints and all 
the angels in heaven after the day of judgment has brought the world and 
time to an end.  This entire vision is wonderful in majesty and in beauty and 
is beyond all human and earthly conceptions.”  
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Revelation 
- Whoever these voices are, the point is to give us, the readers, connect to 

the physical world and the spiritual world with the one power that controls 
them both; God.  To the world we encounter tragedy like never before but 
those who have their focus on what is right will be rejoicing over the 
ultimate victory of our God and Father.  


- The focus of this celebration is the kingdom of God.  There is one kingdom and 
one God.  The world tries to tell us that there are multiple kingdoms but they are 
grossly mistaken.  


• Morris wrote, “God has always been sovereign and has worked out his plain.  
But now the rebellion of evil is finally crushed.”  


• Philip Hughes wrote, “The true king and lord of all is conclusively shown to be 
the Lord and his Christ and not Satan, whose arrogant clutching at the 
kingship of the world is revealed as totally futile and worthless.  Thought the 
absolute sovereignty of Almighty God was never insecure, the world went 
after a false god and a false king (Matt. 4:8-10, John 12:31, 14:30, 16:11, 2 
Cor. 4:4); but now, redeemed by the incarnate Son, the world is brought back 
to its true allegiance.”  


• This means that Jesus will come and continue to rule and reign in this world 
and in the heavenly realms as well, but now the judgement of those who are 
rebellious enemies of Christ will fall.  “This world-empire, once dominated by a 
usurping power, has now passed into the hands of its true owner.  Later 
celebrations in the book (12:10;19:6) also observe this transition….The whole 
theme of Revelation is the purging of evil from the world so that it can become 
the domain of the King of kings (19:16).  Only a physical kingdom on earth will 
satisfy this.”—Thomas.  What do we think of this assessment from Thomas?  


- God’s kingdom is a big part of what Revelation is about and it has been a 
constant theme throughout the Old Testament as well—Ps. 2:2&8-9, Ezek. 
21:26-27, Dan. 2:35&44, 4:3, 6:26, 7:14&26-27, Zech. 14:9, Obad. 21.  Paul 
also looked forward to kingdom in 1 Cor. 15:24-28. 


• Lenski wrote, “The usurpation of the devil, the rebellion of the wild beast (v.7), 
which for so long a time disputed this divine kingship and gave battle (v. 7) to the 
Word and the witnesses or prophets, are forever ended.  There is no longer an 
‘outside court’ (v. 2), no longer a city ‘called Sodom and Egypt’ (v. 8), where Satan 
rules as the prince of the this world.”  
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