
Revelation 

Revelation 11 

Revelation 11:1-14


1 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up 
and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it.  2 “Leave 
out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given 
to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months.  3 “And 
I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred 
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.”  4 These are the two olive trees and the two 
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.  5 And if anyone wants to harm 
them, fire flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to 
harm them, he must be killed in this way.  6 These have the power to shut up the sky, 
so that rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying; and they have power over 
the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as often 
as they desire.  7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out 
of the abyss will make war with them, and overcome them and kill them.  8 And their 
dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called Sodom and 
Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  9 Those from the peoples and tribes and 
tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not 
permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.  10 And those who dwell on the earth will 
rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, because these 
two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.  11 But after the three and a half 
days, the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and 
great fear fell upon those who were watching them.  12 And they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they went up into heaven in the 
cloud, and their enemies watched them.  13 And in that hour there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The 
second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.  


- Chapter 11 Introduction:


• Michael and Margaretha Sattler were husband and wife in the early 1600 century.  
They were believers in Christ and they were evangelical (Of or according to the 
teaching of the gospel or the Christian religion—emphasizing the authority of the 
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Bible, personal conversion, and doctrine of salvation by faith in the Atonement) 
Anabaptist (The doctrine that baptism should only be administered to believing 
adults—this was a group of “radical” Christians in the 1520’s and 1530’s) that were 
devoted to the beliefs they had.  How devoted?  Let’s find out!  They were 
martyred (put to death for their beliefs) in their 20’s.  The record of their death is 
one of inspiration and speaks of the witness of just 2 people.   


- Their martyrdom is recorded in “The Anabaptist Story” written by William Estep.  
So here it is for us to read and contemplate.  


• “The torture, a prelude to the execution, began at the market place where a 
piece was cut from Sattler’s tongue. Pieces of flesh were torn from his body 
twice with red-hot tongs. He was then forged to a cart. On the way to the 
scene of the execution the tongs were applied five times again. In the market 
place and at the site of the execution, still able to speak, the unshakable 
Sattler prayed for his persecutors. After being bound to a ladder with ropes 
and pushed into the fire, he admonished the people, the judges, and the 
mayor to repent and be converted. Then he prayed, “Almighty, eternal God, 
Thou are the way and the truth: because I have not been shown to be in error, 
I will with thy help to this day testify to the truth and seal it with my blood.” As 
soon as the ropes on his wrists were burned, Sattler raised the two forefingers 
of his hands giving the promised signal to the brethren that a martyr’s death 
was bearable. Then the assembled crowd heard coming from his seared lips, 
“Father, I comment my spirit into Thy hands.” Three others were executed. 
After every attempt to secure a recantation from Sattler’s faithful wife had 
failed, she was drowned eight days later in the Neckar……Perhaps no other 
execution of an Anabaptist had such far-reaching influence.”


- God has had many witnesses throughout the history of the church.  Many of 
these witnesses’ blood speak of their testimony to the truthfulness of God.  
Akin wrote this, “The world may celebrate their death, but our God will 
honor their death and use it for the advancement of His kingdom and glory.”


• Revelation 11 has been one of those passages that is difficult to fully grasp what 
exactly is going on.  “Part of the problem stems from the necessity of having to 
take a rather clear-cut position on the interpretation of apocalyptic language.”—
Mounce. 


- Verse 1:
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• In chapter 10, John is instructed once again to prophecy.  This is a 

recommissioning of John to continue to tell the way everything will end.  But here 
in chapter 11, he is put to work.  He is told to go measure and the background of 
this is Ezekiel 40-42 and Zech. 2:1-5.     


• “Biblical prophets commonly employed symbolic action to dramatize their 
message. Isaiah walked about stripped and barefoot as a sign of Egypt’s 
impending captivity to Assyria (Isa 20:2–5). Ezekiel dug through a wall and carried 
out his belongings in the sight of Israel as a symbol of the coming exile (Ezek 12:1–
7). In the NT the prophet Agabus tied his feet and hands with Paul’s belt to show 
that the apostle would be bound by the Jews at Jerusalem (Acts 21:10–11).”—
Mounce.  


• The big question that we must answer as we work through these first couple of 
verses is: why is John measuring?  


- “The measuring of the temple is a symbolic way of declaring its preservation.”—
Mounce.  


- “In Ezek. 40–42 the measuring of the temple signifies God’s ownership and 
protection of his people. God is present with his people, and they belong to him. 
Also, in Zech. 2:1–5 a man with a measuring line goes out to measure Jerusalem 
in order to indicate God’s protection of the Holy City……the measuring secured 
the temple from the abomination of idolatrous worship in its precincts. Here it 
signifies that God would spiritually protect his people from “contamination with 
idolatrous influences” (a major problem due to the Nicolaitan cult; cf. 2:2, 6, 14–
15, 20–24).”—Osborne.


- Another possible view is that this is pointing to restoration of the temple to 
God's people.  Here are 4 different views of how that restoration could take 
place.   


• 1. Rebuilding the church—Ezek. 40:3-4


• 2. Destruction of apostates—Amos 7:7-9


• 3. Preserving the people of God from physical harm


• 4. Preserving the saints from spiritual harm (this list was from J. M. Ford)  


• John is told to measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship in it.  
This instruction was given by divine authority.  We are not told who gave the 
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instruction but we know that it was divine instruction and the speaker has 
authority.  The speaker is argued to be God or Jesus, or….Both.


- So, what is the temple/sanctuary of God? 


• There are mentions of a sanctuary in heaven—Rev. 7:15 & 11:19.  


- “The sanctuary in Revelation is referred to as both the place where God is 
present and even as God Himself (3:12; 7:15; 11:19; 14:15,17; 15:5-6,8; 
16:1,17; 21:22).”—Akin.  


- “Throughout the book it connotes the heavenly temple rather than the 
Solomonic or Herodian temples on earth.  This fits the background of 
Ezekiel’s eschatological temple…..the imagery throughout the book is of a 
heavenly temple, it is difficult to conceive how this could refer to a literal 
temple on earth.”—Osborne.  


• Others believe this is a physical sanctuary/temple on earth.  


- “Historically two temples have been built on the Temple Mount in 
Jerusalem. First was the temple built by King Solomon that was destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar in 587–586 BC. The second was Zerubbabel’s temple 
that was later magnificently enlarged by Herod the Great only to be 
destroyed by the Romans in AD 70.”—Akin. 


• Yet, others look at the church, the people, as the sanctuary/temple—1 Cor. 
3;16, 2 Cor. 6:16, Eph. 2:21.  


- “Spiritually the idea of the temple or temple theology is multifaceted and 
developing. Jesus used the image of the temple to refer to Himself in John 
2:19-22. The church is called the sanctuary of God in 1 Corinthians 3:16 
and Ephesians 2:21-22. Believers in Jesus are a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Cor 6:19-20).”—Akin. 


- “For John, the temple was not a literal building but “the Christian 
community who worship God.”65 It is the church, the people of God (as in 1 
Cor 3:16–17; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:19–22).”—Mounce.  


- “This is the church, primarily the saints of this final period but secondarily 
the church of all ages….(This is ) sees this as the corporate protection of the 
church similar to the promise (Matt. 16:18) that the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. Often in the NT, the “temple” signifies the church; cf. 1 
Cor. 3:16–17, “you yourselves are God’s temple,” and 2 Cor. 6:16, “we are 
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the temple of the living God” (cf. also Eph. 2:19–22; Heb. 3:6; 1 Pet. 2:5).”—
Osborne.  


- Still, others believe it to be a future temple that will one day be built again.  


• “However, based on what Jesus says in Matthew 24:15, and Paul in 
2 Thessalonians 2:4, I believe a future temple will be built during the last 
days. I believe there may also be a millennial temple as described in 
Ezekiel 40–47.”—Akin.   


- What is the altar? 


• “The altar is a most important part of the equipment of the temple and points 
to the sacrificial nature of Christian service.”—Morris.  


- Who are the worshippers? 


• “The worshippers are the people of God in their capacity as a worshipping 
community.”—Morris.  


• “Are these Jews who worship in belief in Jesus as Messiah, or is it Jews who 
worship there in unbelief? We cannot be sure.”—Akin.  


• “Here the worshipers are described as ἐν αὐτῷ ( en autō , in it), [4] so this 
refers to the individual believers in the church. [5] When they are “measured,” 
they are identified as belonging to God and under his protection. This pictures 
the saints as within the precincts of the temple/church worshiping God and 
“overcoming” the world (see chaps. 2–3). They have no part with the world but 
“conquer” it “by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” 
(12:11).”—Osborne. 


- Verse 2:


- John is told to not measure the outer courtyard because it would be given to the 
nations.  This is the outer court used by the Gentiles and there was a barrier that 
separated this court from the others that were specifically Jewish courts.  On the 
barrier was a notice that if a gentile entered the one of the other court they 
would be put to death.  


• What does the outer court represent in this passage?  


- “One common answer is that it is symbolic of those members of the 
professing church who, like the followers of Balaam (2:14) and Jezebel 
(2:20), have compromised with the world.”—Mounce.  
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- “It is the true church, however—those who refuse the mark of the beast 

(13:7, 16–17)—who are about to suffer; and not those who have 
compromised their faith.”—Mounce.  


- “It is more probable that the outer court refers to the church viewed from a 
different perspective. It is to be excluded and not measured; that is, it is to 
be given over to persecution in the last days. The distinction between the 
sanctuary and the outer court is a way of pointing out the limitations placed 
upon pagan hostility.”—Mounce.  


- “In all three temples—Solomon’s, Ezekiel’s, and Herod’s—the sanctuary, 
inner court, and outer court were sacred ground and belonged to God. 
Thus, in this section the outer court would mean that the church is handed 
over to the Gentiles/nations for a time…..God’s hand is upon his followers, 
but he has delivered them into the hands of sinners (paralleling Christ in 
Mark 9:31) for a time.”—Osborne.  


- “The church, the true Israel, is the sanctuary in the vision, which may mean 
that there is to be a reversal: Judaism is now the outer court and it is to be 
under the control of the Gentiles. More likely John is dividing mankind into 
Christians and Gentiles (cf. 1 Cor. 5:1; 1 Thes. 4:5).  he seems to be using 
the temple, the outer court, and the holy city as symbols of the church 
under different aspects. The Gentiles have power over the church in some 
aspects, but notice, has been given: they can exercise no power other than 
what is given. They are allowed to trample on the holy city for 42 months 
(for trampling a holy place cf. Is. 63:18; Dn. 8:13; Zc. 12:3, LXX; Lk. 21:24). 
They are not permitted to destroy the church, but they are permitted to 
oppress it for a limited time. The distinction between the sanctuary and the 
outer courts shows that there is a limit on the extent to which the Gentiles 
can do their trampling, and the time stated puts a limit on the period too.”—
Morris.  


- The nation will trample the “holy city” for 42 months.  This looks back to Luke 
21:24.  


• “The powers of evil can “conquer” them in a physical sense (13:7), but Satan 
will be “conquered” by them in the more important spiritual sense (12:11). This 
will be exemplified in the two witnesses of verses 3–13, who are killed by the 
beast and yet emerge victorious…..Dan. 8:11–14 on the image of God “giving” 
the outer court over to those who “trample” it. [8] In Daniel’s vision, the “little 
horn” “tramples” the “host of heaven” (probably God’s followers, Dan. 8:9–
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10), and then due to Israel’s rebellion, God “gives” the sanctuary and the 
sacrifice over to it (8:11–12), followed by a “how long” question similar to 12:6 
(8:13–14). By adding Zech. 12:3 LXX, which speaks of the nations “trampling” 
Jerusalem, to the Daniel allusion (Dan. 8:11–14 and Zech. 12:3 may also be 
behind Luke 21:24, “Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until the times 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled,” which itself parallels Rev. 11:2), John could well 
be seeing this as a further indication of the contents of the “little scroll” in 
10:5–10. The sweetness of the scroll refers to 11:1, where God is present with 
his people (the sanctuary) and protects them (the measuring), and the 
bitterness of the scroll refers to 11:2, where God allows the nations to 
“trample” his people for a time.”—Osborne.  


• How are we supposed to understand the 42 months? 


- 42 months is:


•  3 and a half years—Dan. 7:25, 9:27, 12:7&11-12.


• 1,260 days (using thirty day months)—Rev. 11:3 and 12:6, Dan. 12:11.  It 
is also the time, times and half a time (time=one year, times=2 years, half 
a time=half a year) in Rev. 12:14.  


• This also should remind us and John’s readers of the drought in Israel 
that lasted: 3 and a half years—1 Kg. 17:1, 18:1, Luke 4:25, James 5:17.  


• It should also remind us and John’s readers of the wilderness wandering 
where they had 42 different encampments—Num. 33:5-49.  


- In Both Old Testament references the emphasis is tribulation and 
judgment.  Thus, many scholars believe this 42 months time period is 
one of tribulation for the church.  


- “It is not only a divinely allowed time of persecution but also a time of 
protection and preservation….It is a time of martyrdom but also a time of 
preservation and witness in which God stands in a special way with his 
chosen people.”—Osborne.   


- “So John will mean his readers to discern that the trial of the people of God 
will be of measurable duration and that they will be delivered out of it.”—
Morris.  


There was a lot of talk about protection in this outline.  It is important to make sure 
we know what that protection is in the context of what we have visited so far in 

7



Revelation 
Revelation.  This is a spiritual protection that God has given to those that are 
marked with His seal.  We know that many will be martyred—Rev. 6:9-11 and that 
the beast will war against believers—Rev. 13:7.  God’s protection is a spiritual 
protection and one against His judgments.  We have known and seen over and over 
again that the physical harm and persecution of those that are not seal with God’s 
seal can still fall upon believers in Christ.  God’s protection is spoken of in Rev. 
3:10, 7:3-4, 9:4, 12:6&14&16.  
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