
Revelation 

Revelation 10 

Revelation 10:1-11


1 I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the 
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of 
fire; 2 and he had in his hand a little book which was open. He placed his right foot on 
the sea and his left on the land; 3 and he cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion 
roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.  4 
When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, I was about to write; and I heard a voice 
from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have spoken 
and do not write them.”  5 Then the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the 
land lifted up his right hand to heaven, 6 and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, 
who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea 
and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer, 7 but in the days of the voice of 
the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as 
He preached to His servants the prophets.  8 Then the voice which I heard from 
heaven, I heard again speaking with me, and saying, “Go, take the book which is 
open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the land.”  9 So I 
went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he said to me, “Take 
it and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as 
honey.”  10 I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my 
mouth it was sweet as honey; and when I had eaten it, my stomach was made 
bitter.  11 And they said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many 
peoples and nations and tongues and kings.” 


- Verses 8-11:


• “God’s Word comes with authority. Its promises and prophecies are certain to be 
fulfilled. However, it is of little or no value to us personally if we do not take it, read 
it, feed on it, and then proclaim it. It is a bittersweet book to be sure. It is a book 
that will change us. It is a book that leaves no one the same. Life and death are in 
its words. How then do we respond to this word?”—Akin.


1



Revelation 
- Verse 8:


• The voice from heaven speaks again.  Akin believes this voice is the voice of God 
because the voice “voice commands authority and demands obedience.”—Akin.  
Mounce says this, “That the voice is a voice from heaven underscores the 
authoritative nature of the command. The Seer would be reluctant to approach a 
great and glorious angel without specific instructions from One even greater.” 


- John would need the encouragement from God to approach this mighty angel 
and take things from his hand.  


• The scroll is open and in the hand of this angel.  “For you and me, we also 
have an open book God has prepared for us to read. It is called the Bible.”—
Akin. 


- As John is commanded to go and take the scroll, so are we commanded to take 
the Bible for our spiritual edification and to know the truth.   


- Verses 9-10:


• “So I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book.”  One would have to 
be empowered by God in order to approach this massive angel and to tell him to 
give him that book.   


• John is instructed to eat the scroll.  This is a very weird thought to eat a scroll.  
There is some Old Testament background in this idea of take and eat: Jer. 15:16, 
Ezek. 2:8-3:3.  Akin said, “What a powerful image for how we should approach the 
Word of God! This book is honey (Ps 19:10; 119:103; Prov 24:13), better than 
bread (Matt 4:4), meat (1 Cor 3:1-2), and milk (1 Pet 2:2). Here is a diet for spiritual 
health and nourishment.”


- But….There is a two fold effect of the Word of God.  It will be sweet but also 
bitter.  “It is sweet in our mouths because it reveals the gospel—God’s 
goodness and grace, His love and mercy, His plans and purposes, His will and 
His ways. It is bitter to our stomachs because it is a word of judgment to 
unbelievers and a word of persecution and suffering for believers.”—Akin.  


• MacArthur said, “All who love Jesus Christ can relate to John’s ambivalence. 
Believers long for Christ to return in glory, for Satan to be destroyed, and the 
glorious kingdom of our Lord to be set up on earth, in which He will rule in 
universal sovereignty and glory while establishing in the world righteousness, 
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truth, and peace. But they, like Paul (Rom. 9:1-3), mourn bitterly over the 
judgment of the ungodly.”


- God’s Word when it is sanctifies and saves is sweet, full of gladness, and  
joy, but also bitterness, sorrow, and sadness.   


• Up to this point we have worked under the assumption that the scroll is 
God’s word.  But what word?  “The identity of the little scroll has been 
extensively discussed. Some take it as the Word of God or the Gospel. 47 
Others see it as a general message of woe. 48 Still others find its 
contents in the first thirteen verses of the following chapter (11:1–13).”—
Mounce.  


- Those that hold to the idea that the words John consumes are Rev. 11, 
say it is sweet because of the judgment has come but also sour 
because of the judgment that has come.


• The scroll being sweet and then sour is a specific message for the 
church.  Mounce says this about the scroll (Mounce follows the 
thought that the scroll is Rev. 11), “Before the final triumph believers 
are going to pass through a formidable ordeal. As the great scroll of 
chapter 5 outlined the destiny of the entire human race, so the little 
scroll unveils the lot of the faithful in those last days of fierce Satanic 
opposition. It tells of the two witnesses who, when they have finished 
their testimony, are destroyed by the beast out of the Abyss (11:7). 
Like the crucified Lord their dead bodies are exposed for public 
contempt (11:8). The people of God as they faithfully bear their 
witness to the world are not delivered “from martyrdom and death, 
but through martyrdom and death to a glorious resurrection.”


• Hendriksen believe the bitterness to be the persecution the believers 
will have to endure.  But Morris believes that the bitterness is 
internal, something within a believer, not an external force.  


• An interesting point is that John is to take and eat the scroll; he is to consume it; 
assimilate it before he shares it with others.  That may seem like a weird 
observation but John eats the scroll and it hits his stomach and he feels the effect 
of that before he continues to write the words he digested.  Osborne said, 
“Therefore, to “eat” the scroll means to take its message to heart, to internalize the 
prophecy and put it to work in one’s life.”
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- Verse 11:


• God recommissioned John to prophesy further.  He is to continue to proclaim what 
he sees and hears.  The focus of his continued prophesy is “about many peoples, 
nations, languages, and kings.” 


- This list has been seen before in Revelation 7:9-10 but tribe is replaced by kings.  
This could be to show that the prophecy, the word of God is above the highest 
human authority.  We will hear of many kings coming up—Rev. 17:10&12.  


•  So, no matter how sweet or bitter it may be for John to continue to prophesy, this 
was his task that God has commissioned him to do.  It reminds me of another 
prophet who had to bring bad news to Israel—Isa. 6:8-13.  


- Akin wrote, “It is a positive word of redemption to those who believe, and it is a 
bitter word of judgment to those who refuse to repent (9:20-21) and who 
persecute God’s people (11:1-14).”


• Akin wrote, “Our assignment is to go. Our calling is to proclaim the good news of 
the gospel. In the midst of judgment, God is announcing through His prophets the 
good news of His grace revealed in the gospel of His Son.”


- Chuck Swindoll wrote, “Just like John, we have roles to play in God’s ultimate 
plan. We can’t call ourselves “apostles,” and we don’t receive literal literal 
visions and revelations from God. We’re not required to swallow prophetic books 
to utter inspired words. But each of us has been given a crucial mission to share 
the good news of salvation with the world (Matt 28:19-20). Yet just like John, we 
must first internalize the message, allowing it to become a part of our own lives. 
It’s true that the gospel of Jesus Christ involves both bad news and good news
—bad news about lost humans subject to divine judgment but good news about 
the righteous Redeemer, Jesus Christ, who paid the complete penalty for us and 
saves us when we simply trust in Him. As ambassadors for Christ in this age, we 
must not only understand and accept the gospel ourselves, but we must also be 
able to communicate that message to others. Have you accepted God’s 
commission on your life? Or, like John, are you ready for a recommissioning 
from God?”
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